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King discusses Syria visit 
with Saudi crown prince 

AMMAN fJ.T.j — His Majesty King Abdullah on Fri- 
day held talks with Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz via telephone on the outcome of his visit 
to Syria, Jordan Television reported. King Abdullah 
and Prince Abdullah also reviewed bilateral relations 
and regional and international issues of concern. Har- 
der, the King spoke with UAE President Zayed Ben 
Sultan A1 Nahayan and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak by phone and briefed them on his successful 
visit to Syria. 
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Hizbollah wounds SLA militiaman 

MARJAYOUN iaPi — Lebanese guerrillas detonated a 
roadside bomb in Israeli-occupied ^tabern Lebanon Friday, 
killing an Israel i-ullied militiaman and seriously wounding a 
militia officer, Lebanese security officials said. The Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah guerrilla group took responsibility for the 
mad side bomb that exploded as Ll Col. Ji.»sq)h Kuram of 
the Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army (SLA) was ousel- 
ling in Jus car outside the town of Jezrinc. A Hizbollah state- 
ment said die bombing was ordered by the croup's secretary 
general Sheikh Hassun NasuIIali, "to kill SLA leaders. 
Karam's driver died immediately, while the SLA colonel, 
also known by his nom de cruerre Alloush. suffered serious 
injuries in various parts of his body, said the officials, with- 
out elaborating. Karam is the commander of SLA troops in 
Jezzine. 20 kilometres north of M aijuyoun, the main town in 
occupied southern Lebanon. 
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King hails talks with Assad as 
‘turning point’ in Jordan-Syria ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah con- 
cluded a two-day visit to Syria 
on Thursday by hailing his trip 
and talks with President Hafez 
Assad as “a turning point in 
bilateral relations on all fronts 
to be strengthened in a manner 
that will safeguard the inter- 
ests of the Jordanian and Syri- 
an people and the -Arab Nation 
at large." 

‘This visit was extremely 
successful and marks a turn- 
ing point in our relations, as 
we see eye to eye on all 
issues,” King Abdullah upon 
his return to Amman. 

"Y.'e agree that we have a 
common future in the Arab 
Nation." the King said, adding 
the visit “removed any linger- 
ing barriers and laid down the 
foundation fora fruitful future 
of bilateral cooperation." 

Expressing full satisfaction 
with the outcome of the visit, 
the King said the results of the 
talks with Assad will be 
revealed in the coming few 
days. 

King Abdullah said the Jor- 
danian delegation fell that 
Assad and the Syrian leader- 
ship are keen on opening all 
doors for coordination 
between the two countries, 
adding that Damascus and 


Amman are in agreement on 
the need to promote bilateral 
ties in all fields. 

Expressing his appreciation 
of the Syrian leadership’s wel- 
come and hospitality accorded 
to the Jordanian delegation. 
King Abdullah said Assad is 
enthusiastic about bolstering 
relations. He also noted chat 
he has established very strong 
ties with Assad’s son, Bashar, 
whom the King said has dis- 
played a deep interest in 
strengthening bilateral rela- 
tions. 

The president's son accom- 
panied King Abdullah on a 
tour of Damascus’ quarters. 

In remarks to the press. 
King Abdullah said President 
Assad has directed the Syrian 
government to immediately 
consider outstanding issues of 
concern to the two countries 
through a series of meetings 
of officials from both sides. 

Delegation sources said the 
Joint Jordanian-Syrian Higher 
Committee, which has not 
convened for years, is sched- 
uled to hold a meeting in the 
first week of June. 

King Abdullah expressed 
hope that the stalled peace 
process will be revived fol- 
lowing the Israeli elections 
next month and emphasised 


dial Jordan calls for the full 
implementation of the signed 
accords. The King also reiter- 
ated Jordan’s support for the 
Palestinian people’s rights. 

King Abdullah said Jordan 
supports Syria's efforts to 
regain its rights and backs 
Damascus’ call* for the 
resumption of the peace talks 
from the point they reached 
under Israel's previous 
Labour government. 

The Syrian press hailed the 
Monarch’s visit as “a turning 
point in Syrian-Jordanian rela- 
tions." 

A1 Thawra daily said “the 
visit will lead to positive 
results in terms of cooperation 
and a lifting of the obstacles 
which darkened relations. 
Syria opens ics arms to our 
Jordanian brothers and wDI 
spare no effort to consolidate 
relations between our two fra- 
ternal countries." 

The Tishrin daily said- “Sol- 
idarity and cooperation are a 
common interest, and positive 
results of the visit will block 
the road to those counting on 
dividing the Arabs" 

Upon his departure from 
Damascus, King Abdullah 
sent a cable to Assad express- 
ing his gratitude and apprecia- 
tion of the hospitality' accord- 


ed to him and the Jordanian 
delegation and his satisfaction 
with the talks which, he said, 
were conducted in a construc- 
tive atmosphere. The King 
also said Jordan is determined 
to join Assad in efforts to safe- 
guard pan-Arab interests in 
general and those of Jordan 
and Syria in particular. 

King Abdullah told the 
press that talks with Libyan 
leader Muammar Qudhafi 
during his recent visit to Libya 
were extremely successful 
and yielded positive results 
serving the interests of the Jor- 
danian and Libyan peoples. 

With regard to Iraq, the 
King reiterated Jordan's sup- 
port for an end to the Iraqi 
people's sufferings caused by 
the U.N. sanctions. He reaf- 
firmed Jordan's interest in 
safeguarding Iraq’s sovereign- 
ty and territorial integrity. 

Meanwhile. French busi- 
ness circles in Paris on Thurs- 
day said King Abdullah will 
meet the heads of major 
French companies during a 
state visit to Paris in Novem- 
ber. 

It will be his second visit to 
France this year. The King 
will be in France in June on a 
working visit, according to 
infomied French sources. 


Netanyahu accused of igniting tension in 
Jerusalem over decision to close PLO offices 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
decision to shut several offices 
in Orient House, the unofficial 
Palestinian headquarters in 
occupied Jerusalem, was 
denounced as a pre-election 
ploy Friday which risked rais- 
ing tensions. 

President Ezer Weizman 
joined Palestinians, Israeli 
left-wing politicians and com- 
mentators in condemning the 
potentially explosive move 
just four weeks before Israelis 
go to the polls to choose a new 
parliament and prime minister. 

“Regarding Orient House, I 
don't think we should blow up 
such a sensitive issue as 
Jerusalem." said Weizman, a 
frequent critic of Netanyahu's 
hardline stance towards the 
Palestinians. 

“Before knowing what gov- 
ernment we will have after the 
elections to pursue the peace 
process with the Palestinians, 
we have to calm down a bit," 
he said 

Israel boosted the police 
presence in occupied east 
Jerusalem on Friday amid 
fears the decision to close sev- 
eral PLO offices at Orient 
House could trigger Palestin- 
ian violence. 

Internal Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani said “three 


or four” offices in Orient 
House would be closed once 
the necessary legal steps were 
token. 

He said the Israeli police had 
gathered enough evidence to 
prove before ah Israeli court 
that the offices threatened with 
closure were operating on 
behalf of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

He said that because of the 
legal moves, the actual orders 
to dose the offices may not 
come for “several days.” 

Kahalani did not rule out 
resorting to force if necessary 
to close the offices, but never- 
theless tried to play down pos- 
sible Palestinian unrest 

“We are ready to deal with 
rioting, but I don't think there 
will be any immediate clash- 
es,” he said. 

Netanyahu ordered the clo- 
sure after a meeting Wednes- 
day at Orient House between 
Palestinian officials and Arab 
diplomats that be claimed vio- 
lated agreements barring PNA 
activity in Jerusalem. 

“We are not ready to have 
Orient House, situated in the 
capital of the state of Israel 
serve as the Palestinian for- 
eign minisny." he said Thurs- 
day. 

Netanyahu, who is la g gi n g 
in opinion polls behind his 
main rival for the premiership. 


Labour Party chief Ehud 
Barak, has tried to make an 
alleged Palestinian threat to 
Israeli sovereignty over 
Jerusalem a central theme of 
his reelection campaign. 

Opposition Labour MP 
Slorao Ben Ami denounced 
Netanyahu’s move on Orient 
House as “nationalistic 
machismo” and accused him 
of using the Jerusalem issue as 
an “election propaganda 
weapon.” 

Hatem Abdul Khader, who 
represents Arab east 
Jerusalem in the Palestinian 
legislative assembly, said 
Netanyahu was playing with 
fire. 

“We will do eveiything to 
ensure the failure of 
Netanyahu’s attempts to pro- 
voke confrontations before the 
elections.” 

In September 1996, 
Netanyahu's decision to open 
a new entrance to an archaeo- 
logical tunnel outside die A1 
Aqsa Mosque complex in 
Jerusalem triggered three days 
of clashes in which more than 
SO people died. 

Visiting Russian Foreign 
Minister Igor Ivanov also 
expressed reservations about 
Israel's decision. 

“All issues affecting 
Jerusalem are sensitive, which 
is why they must be resolved 


through negotiation,” he said 
after talks with Netanyahu. 

Nevertheless, the political 
commentator for Israel's sec- 
ond television channeL 
Emmanuel Rosen, remarked 
that Netanyahu had seized the 
initiative from Labour for the 
first time in the campaign for 
the May 17 elections. 

“The prime minister is much 
more at ease with an issue 
such as Jerusalem, oh which 
he has wide support among 
voters, than on a military with- 
drawal from. Lebanon," he 
said. 

Kahalani, however, denied 
the election campaign had 
influenced Netanyahu's deci- 
sion. 

Under the 1993 Oslo peace 
accords, the PNA is authorised 
to operate only in agreed parts 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The political status of Arab 
east Jerusalem, which Israel 
occupied in 1967 and later 
illegally annexed as part of its 
capital, was to be resolved in 
future negotiations. 

Israel insists that east 
Jerusalem is pun of its “undi- 
vided eternal capital" — a 
declaration not recognised by 
the international community, 
while the Palestinians hope to 
make the sector the capital of a 
state of their own. 



Firefighters and army engineering squads on Friday attempt to clear the debris ofthe 
ruined offices of Serbian state television and search for any survivors under the 
wreckage in downtown Belgrade. The offices ofthe station were hit by NATO missiles 
earlier on Friday. A green sheet, right, covers the body of a dead employee of the tele- 
vision station ( AP photo) 

NATO hits Serb TV, 10 killed 

Alliance rejects Milosevic offer; oil embargo imposed 


Agencies 

NATO PLANES attacked tar- 
gets in Kosovo on Friday 
after alliance strikes killed at 
least 10 people in reducing a 
Serbian state television build- 
ing to rubble in a pre-dawn 
attack. 

The state television station 
RTS resumed broadcasting 
six hours after the attack. 

Meanwhile, NATO leaders 
meeting in Washington added 
an oil embargo to their cam- 
paign against Yugoslav Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic on 
Friday. 

The 19-nation alliance, 
opening a summit to mark its 
50th anniversary, declared it 
would impose an embargo on 
petroleum products in a move 
that analysts said could pro- 
voke a showdown with Rus- 
sia (see separate story). 

The Yugoslav news agency 
Tanjug, reporting from the 
provincial capital Pristina, 
said NATO planes fired at 
least 15 missiles in areas 


northeast and south of Pristi- 
na in the late afternoon. 

It said NATO planes fired 
tw o missiles in the area of 
Ajvalija village, south of 
Pristina, and three missiles on 
the Grmiju picnic grounds, 
northeast of the city. 

Tanjug also said blasts were 
heard near the suburbs of 
Fomazarin and Belacevac. 
around the Slatina civilian air- 
port, and around Goles in the 
Lipljan area, southwest of 
Pristina. It gave no funher 
details. 

In central Belgrade, rescue 
workers searched for sur- 
vivors in the remains of the 
four-storey television build- 
ing. 

Television film taken inside 
the building shortly after the 
blast showed grisly scenes of 
mangled bodies trapped in the 
ruins and badly injured peo- 
ple being pulled out 

Smoke was still rising from 
the rubble on Friday after- 
noon. 

The television’s transmitter 


appeared largely undamaged 
but all the windows on an 
adjacent building — a chil- 
dren's cultural centre — were 
blown oul 

Minister without portfolio 
Goran Made said 10 people 
were killed and at least 20 
were feared buried in the rub- 
ble. 

“This is a monstrous crime 
without precedent in history," 
Made said on Politika televi- 
sion, another pro-government 
station briefly taken off the air 
by the blast. 

The Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) Friday con- 
demned NATO’s bombing of 
Serb TV headquarters. 

“NATO’s decision to target 
civilian broadcast facilities 
not only increases the danger 
for reporters now working in 
Yugoslavia,” wrote CPJ 

Executive Director Ann 

Cooper in a letter to NATO 
Secretary General Javier 
Solano. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Yarmouk 
River at 
lowest 
recent 
level — 
official 

By Ahmad Khatib 

.AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Friday surd the 
Yarmouk River has reached 
its lowest level in recent his- 
tory, a development that 
may worsen the state of 
drought in Jordan this sum- 
mer. 

Jordan Valley Authority 
Secretary General Dureid 
Mahusneh told the Jordan - 
Times that measurement* 
made on Tuesday to exam- 
ine the river's water level 
revealed the severe reduc- 
tion. He gave no figures. 

The river, which provides 
Jordan with 135 million 
cubic metres (mem) of water 
per year, begins in Syria, 
flows along the Syrian-Jor- 
danian border and then joins 
the Jordan River down- 
stream from Lake Tiberias. 

The drought, which has 
reportedly cost the Kingdom 
JD150 million so far, was 
officially declared in Janu- 
ary as rainfall, which 
accounts for about 60 per 
cent of the country’s w'ater 
supply, dipped to just two 
per cent of the seasonal 
average. The deficit in 
domestic use by the end of 
1999 is projected to reach 
approximately 10 per cent, 
with demand totalling 
283mcm and supply 
amounting to 254mcm, 
according to the govern- 
ment. 

The government earlier 
this month devised an emer- 
gency plan to deal with the 
crisis, presenting three short- 
age scenarios of increasing 
severity, all of which focus 
on whether the Zai plant will 
be able to perform ui full 
capacity and on the Amman 
and Balqa govern orates, 
where the water shortage is 
expected to be most severe. 

Mahasneh, who heads the 
Jordanian side in a joint 
water committee with Israel, 
declined on Friday to com- 
ment on recent officials’ 
statements that the Jewish 
state has agreed to provide 
the Kingdom with the fell 
55mcm of water as stipulat- 
ed in the 1994 peace treaty. 
The two sides last week 
reached a breakthrough in 
their water dispute, which ■ 
began last month when 
Israel proposed cutting sup- 
plies to the Kingdom by 40 
per cent because of a region- 
al drought. 

(Continued on page 2) 


NATO leaders meet at 50th anniversary summit, vow to defeat Milosevic 





Heads of state are introduced during the official opening of NATO's 50th anniversary summit on Friday (AP photo) 


WASHINGTON (R) — NATO 
leaders declared their unity and 
determination to prevail over 
Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic chi Friday, rejecting his 
latest peace bid and vowing to step 
up bombing and economic pres- 
sure. 

The 19 leaders opened their 50th 
anniversary summit with a spatial 
session on Kosova one month into 
their air war against Yugoslavia, 
declaring; “NATO is determined to 
prevail” 

In a statement they vowed to step 
up relentless military and economic 
pressure on Milosevic until he 
accepted a total withdrawal from 
the Serbian province and allowed 
all ethnic Albanian refugees to 
return to their homes under the pro- 
tection of an international security' 
force with NATO as its core. 

The leaders made no mention of 
sending in ground troops, even 
though 30 days of dir strikes have 


not broken Milosevic’s resolve or 
stemmed a destabilising flood of 
refugees from Kosovo into fragile 
neighbouring states. 

While British Defence Secretary 
George Robertson said ground 
forces would be “fundamental to 
the endgame in Kosovo," German 
Chancellor Gotland Scliroeder said 
the option of waging a land cam- 
paign was "off die table.” 

After NATO bombs struck Ser- 
bian television headquarters 
overnight, Supreme Allied Com- 
mander in Europe General Wfesfey 
Clark gave the summit an upbeat 
briefing on the air campaign, say- 
ing: “We arc winning. He is losing, 
and he knows il" 

He said Milosevic was prepared 
toacceptahigh level of damage but 
Serbian forces were vulnerable to 
collapse. 

Italian Foreign Minister Lamber- 
lo Dini struck a discordant note, 
according to his spokesman, con- 


demning the strike on the TV sta- 
tion and saying it was “not in the 
plans." 

U.S. President Bill Clinton under- 
lined the moral crusade which 
NATO believes it is waging in the 
Balkans, declaring: “We are in 
Kosovo because we want to replace 
ethnic cleansing with tolerance and 
decency; violence with security'*, 
disintegration with restoration: iso- 
lation wife integration into the rest 
of the region arid die continent.” 

■ British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
proclaimed: "Reversing the 

hideous policy of ethnic cleansing 
is the best anniversary memorial 
NATO could have.” And French 
President Jacques Chirac said it 
would be a long but just war. 

As the leaders met in security- 
cordoned central Washington, con- 
flicting reports emerged of what 
exactly Milosevic had accepted in 
talks with former Russian Prime 
Minister Vik! ex Chernomyrdin on 


Thursday. 

Moscow said he had agreed to a 
U.N.-led military force with foreign 
troops from countries not engaged 
in tiie air strikes. 

But the Yugoslav foreign ministry 
said Belgrade would countenance 
only unarmed U.N. observers. 

The NATO leaders pledged to 
work constructively with Russia to 
seek an acceptable solution but said 
Milosevic's “offers to date do not 
meet this test." 

U.S. National Security Adviser 
Sandy Berger said then: were no 
plans for Chernomyrdin to come to 
the summit to brief NATO. 

Russia has boycotted the event in 
protest at the bombing. 

The allies endorsed a European 
Union oil embargo on Yugoslavia 
and ordered their defence ministers 
to find ways of stopping the deliv- 
ery of war material by naval action. 

(Continued on page 2) 



9 . •-£ 



2 Home & Middle East News 



Angry students protest in Beirut 
against Israeli invasion of Arnoun 


BEIRUT (AFP) — More 
than a thousand students 
protested here on Friday 
against Israel's occupation 
of the southern Lebanese vil- 
lage of .Arnoun. burning U.S. 
and Israeli flags and calling 
on Israel to withdraw from 
Lebanon. 

About 1.200 university 
and school students gathered 
in downtown Beirut, bearing 
Lebanese flags and banners 
denouncing Amoun’s occu- 
pation. 

“A civilian resistance 
against the barbaric occupa- 
tion." read one sign. “We 
shall return to you. Amoun." 
said one banner while anoth- 


er called on the “young peo- 
ple of Lebanon to unite for 
the liberation of the south." 

A group of students burned 
Israeli and U.S. flags while 
others cheered. 

Israeli troops moved into 
Amoun in February, but 
large crowds of Lebanese, 
mostly students from Beirut, 
ripped down the barriers 
during protest demonstra- 
tions. 

But on April 15, Israeli sol- 
diers and members of their 
allied South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia again occu- 
pied die village, located on 
the northern edge of the 
Israeli-occupied border zone 


of southern Lebanon. 

Israeli troops opened fire 
on a group of journalists at 
Amoun’s entrance the next 
day, wounding one televi- 
sion cameraman. 

On Monday, the commit- 
tee monitoring the 1996 
truce in southern Lebanon 
— made up of delegates 
from Israel, France, 
Lebanon, Syria and the Unit- 
ed States — called for “con- 
crete steps" to restore the 
status quo in Amoun. 

A Lebanese government 
official said the panel 
encrusted the U.S. and 
France to establish bilateral 
contacts with each of 


Lebanon and Israel to help 
return to the situation in 
Amoun prior to April 15. 

On Thursday, some 40 
Lebanese students headed 
off from Beirut for Amoun 
on to “liberate” Amoun 
again, but they were barred 
from reaching the village by 
Lebanese army soldiers who 
feared for their safety. 

Uri Lubrani. coordinator 
of Israeli activities in 
Lebanon, has warned against 
using civilians to fight 
Israel's occupation of 
Amoun, saying Beirut 
would be responsible for any 
harm that came to them. 


Yarmouk 
River at 
lowest 
recent 
level — 
official 

(Continued from page 1) 

Of the 55mcm, all of 
which come from Lake 
Tiberias, 30mcm were 
stipulated in the peace 
treaty while the rest is 
provided for in a 1997 
agreement. 

Commenting on water 
talks with Syria during 
His Majesty King 
Abdullah's visit, 

Mahasneh said the gov- 
ernment is expected to 
announce new develop- 
ments this week. He 
gave no further details. 

Local newspapers 
quoted Minister of 
Water and Irrigation 
Kamel Mahadin as say- 
ing that the two sides 
will review the long- 
delayed Wihdeh Dam 
on the Yarmouk and 
that a Jordanian techni- 
cal team will leave for 
Damascus next week to 
discuss related issues. 

A joint committee 
agreed last year to 
move ahead with the 
construction of the 
JDI52 million dam and 
seek funding for the- 
project. The dam is 
expected to have a stor- 
age capacity of 
225racm of water. Con- 
struction is expected to 
take three-and-a-half 
years. 


Iraq urges U.N. to act to 
stop Turkish incursions 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraq called on the United 
Nations on Friday to seek 
an immediate withdrawal 
of Turkish troops from 
the north of the country 
and to halt the incursions. 

“The U.N. is urged to 
assume its reponsibility... 
and intervene to halt the 
threats and aggressions 
against Iraq,” Foreign 
Minister Mohammad 
Said Sahhaf said in a 
message to U.N. Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan, 
the official INA news 
agency reported. 

He said Annan should 
tell the Turkish eovem- 


ment to “confirm to the 
principles of the U.N. 
Charier and withdraw its 
troops immediately from 
northern Iraq.” 

Sahhaf made a similar 
request to the Arab 
League on Tuesday, say- 
ing that the Turkish 
incursion had caused 
“large human and materi- 
al losses” in the Kurdish 
north, which has 
remained outside Bagh- 
dad's control since the 
1991 Gulf War. 

The Turkish army 
launched a fresh cam- 
paign against the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) in 


the north of Iraq earlier 
this month. 

It regularly crosses the 
border to hunt down PKK 
units in northern Iraq, 
used for rear bases by the 
rebels since Baghdad’s 
authority over the region 
collapsed. 

Some 20,000 troops are 
on the move in the opera- 
tion, according to Turkish 
press reports. 

The PKK has been wag- 
ing an armed rebellion in 
southeastern Turkey 
since 1984. More than 
31.000 people have been 
killed in the conflict. 



ISRAEL STEPS UP SECURITY: An Israeli border guard looks on as Muslim 
worshippers leave AI Aqsa Mosque compound after Friday prayers in 
Israeli-occupied Arab east Jerusalem. Israeli forces deployed reinforcements 
after Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu decided to shut down parts of the 
Orient House, the Palestinian headquarters in east Jerusalem. Despite the J 
tension, Friday prayers went on peacefully (AFP photo) 
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NATO hits Serb TV, 10 killed 


(Continued from page I) 

It also “permanently 
jeopardises all journal- 
ists as non-combatants in 
intemationl conflicts as 
provided for in the Gene- 
va Conventions,” she 
wTote. 

Cooper noted the 
bombing directly contra- 
dicted NATO assurances 
offered just days earlier 
in a letter to the 
International Federation 
of Journalists. 

Amnesty International 
said Friday it was seek- 
ing an “urgent explana- 
tion” from NATO over its 
attack on the Serbian 
television headquarters. 

“Based on the informa- 
tion available, we do not 
see bow this attack could 
be justified. We are seek- 
ing an urgent explanation 
from NATO as to then- 
reasons for carrying out 
this attack" said a 
spokesman for the 
human rights organisa- 


tion. 

“For a site to be consid- 
ered a legitimate military' 
target, there must be a 
direct link with the con- 
duct of military opera- 
tions. and even then the 
safeguards for protecting 
civilians must be respect- 
ed,” he added. 

In Athens, Yugoslavia's 
ambassador io Greece. 
Dragomar Vucicevic. 
told'a news conference a 
total of 25 people were 
killed when NATO struck 
the RTS television build- 
ing. 

Witnesses said that 
what they thought was a 
laser-guided bomb hit the 
main control room of the 
television centre while at 
least 70 people were at 
work in the building. 

Also Friday, the 
alliance reacted coolly to 
remarks in Moscow by 
Russia’s Balkan envoy 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
who said that during 
talks in Belgrade this 


week Milosevic had 
agreed to the deployment 
of foreign troops in 
Kosovo. 

Belgrade, apparently 
contradicting his com- 
ments. later said it had 
discussed only a possible 
unarmed U.N. presence 
in the province. 

Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin has said 
Moscow does not intend 
to be drawn into the con- 
flict. but analysts said a 
NATO ban on the deliv- 
ery of oil products to 
Yugoslavia could bring 
relations between Russia 
and the Western alliance 
to the brink. 

“Russia has to decide if 
it wants Milosevic to 
carry on fighting. That’s 
the S 64,000 question," an 
oil analyst in London 
said. “NATO would be 
extremely foolish to 
enforce a ban as it would 
lead to direct confronta- 
tion with Russian civil- 
ian vessels.” 


Russia was the only 
country io vote against a 
U.N. resolution on Fri- 
day condemning “hor- 
rendous and ongoing war 
crimes” against ethnic 
Albanians by Serb forces 
in Kosovo. 

The 53-state U.N. 
human rights body, hold- 
ing its annual session in 
Geneva, overwhelmingly 
adopted the resolution by 
a vote of 46 countries in 
favour. Six countries 
abstained. 

The U.N. estimated 
600.000 ethnic Albanians 
have fled Kosovo over 
the last year, causing a 
major refugee crisis in 
neighbouring countries. 

Pentagon ~ spokesman 
Ken Bacon said NATO 
strikes which knocked 
out power supplies to 
some parts of Belgrade 
on Friday represented a 
change in strategy aimed 
at bringing the war home 
to the broad population 
of Yugoslavia. 


“1 think the broad mes- 
sage is that they j Serbs) 
should put pressure on 
their leadership to end 
ihi-9.” he said. 

The attacks also hit 
transmitters elsewhere in 
Belgrade in one of 
NATO's fiercest strikes 
so far on the city. 

NATO has hit Yugoslav 
targets from the air for 
the past month to try to 
force Milosevic to with- 
draw his forces from. 

Tanjug said NATO 
planes had attacked tar- 
gets around Serbia's sec- 
ond city. Novi Sad. 
Explosions were heard 
from nearby mount Frus- 
ka Gora. site of a televi- 
sion transmitter. at 
around 2:00 a.m. Tanjug 
also reported a big blast 
near the southeastern city 
of Nis at about 2:20 a.m. 
and said a railway bridge 
had been hit at Ostruzni- 
ca. 25-kilometre south- 
west of Belgrade. 


NATO leaders meet at 50th anniversary 
summit vow to defeat Milosevic 

I Continued from page 1 » 


Berger -slid NATO did not 
rule i ml using force lo slop 
oil shipments, although 
diplomats said France pre- 
vented any mention of that 
in the joint statement on 
legal grounds. 

The” Balkan conflict Trans- 
formed what was to have 
been a jubilant celebration 
of NATO's 50th anniversary 
into a council of war on how 
best to dislodge Serb forces 
from Kosovo. 

But there was still some 
martial pomp. Military fan- 
fares greeted the leaders in a 
flag-bedecked Mellon Audi- 
torium where they signed a 
Washington Declaration and 
delivered 19 ringing speech- 
es in the room where NATO 
was founded in 1949 in the 
depths of the Cold War. 

Limo-lock had already 
begun outside the meeting 
site, where motorcades were 
three-deep by mid-morning. 
Otherwise. Washington's 
heart was largely deserted, 
with 90.000 federal workers 


given the day off to cut 
down on congestion. 

“As we meet in Washing 
ion today. Europe is con- 
fronting a very senou.* cri- 
sis." NATO Secret. in Gen- 
eral Javier Solana scud in 
opening remarks. “Images 
of hundreds of thousands of 

deported people, burned 
homes and destroyed vil- 
lages recall s mages we had 
hoped never to see again." 

NATO said it was pre- 
pared to suspend its jjr 
strikes once Belgrade 
unequivocally accepted the 
West's peace conditions :tmi 
began withdraw inu its 
forces from Kosov**. 

NATO spokesman Jamie 
Shea said Milosevic's plan 
seemed to “fall well shon" 
of NATO's demands but 
would be encouraging if it 
showed Milosevic was 
struggling to find a way 
out.*' 

“The next time he gets in 
touch it has to be a much 
more substantial offer" he 
said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL4773Ul-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 Cartoon - The World of 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Peter Rabbit and friends 

Cbunch of Jesus Christ of Lat- 

MinTMax. tanp. 


18J0 .— 


ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 


- 10/27 

19KW 



1S/31 

19:15 


Sail* College TeL 5661757 


08/29 

19-JO — 


Chord] of the Annunciation 

Jordan Valley - - . 

— 18/31 

19-33 ..... 

— French Programmes 

TeL 4637440 



20:00 ...- 

.Today’s Health 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 

20-J0 -... 


4646138 

Amman 25 Aqaba 28. Humidi- 

21:15 

.Ancient Civilizations 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 

ty readings: Amman 20 per cent. 

22:00 


fiehlfeL 5920146 

Aqaba 40 per cent. 


22^0 Feature film - Keepkig the Promse 

The Uniate Catholic Church 





TeL 4624757 

Following are the tempreatures 

PRAYER TIMES 

The Engjfch-Language 

expected today in the following 



Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 

areas: 


03 JO..— 


Evangelical Free Church TeL 



04»3 

—.(Sunrise) Duha 

4892679 

Ajloun 

— 08/24 

11J4 


The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

Jerash 

11/28 

15:12 



. .12/28 

18:15 

Maghreb 

The Armenian Catholic 

Madaba. 

— 10/26 

19:38 


Church TeL 477 1 331 

Pefra 

10/27 



The Armenian Orthodox 

Dead Sea 

— 22/32 

CHURCHES 

Church TeL 4775261 




SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifeh, TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra San eta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 1. 

St. Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 477 1751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 568S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
mem of Meteorology 

II will be warm with tempera- 
tures rising gradually becom- 
ing 2-3 degrees centigrade 
above average. Clouds will 
appear at different altitudes 
and winds easterly to south- 
easterly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, it will be occasionally 
dusty, warm, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dc Bafrjat Bader. ..5332642 

Dn Nasser Ibrahim 5350432 

Dc Wafiq Qaddumi — 4893542 
Dc KhaHAlUrinq 4757253 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy .. — 5661912 
Al Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 


RnknAJDawa Pharmacy 5536 J 69 
IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh .(02)250080 
Fou’ad pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. WafidNabhan (05)3851743 
Palestine Pharmacy..(05 >983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre..-.46371 1 1 
CM Defence Department -5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency.. ...1 99 
Rescue Pbfce 192,4621 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police. 5343402 

Traffic Police. 4896390 

Public Security Dept — 4630321 

Hotel Complaints. 5605800 

Price Complaints. .5661 176 

"Wher&SowagsGon^faiis — 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .7871 11 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs.-.. .5661 101 

JotdanTelevision .47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .-.47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority -5815615 
Electric Power Co— .-4636381 


RJ Eight Iofc«nation..44-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport -44-53200 


* HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery .5921199 

The Islamic, Abcflj — .5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre. .5856856 

Luzmib 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity .464428 1/6 

Aldleh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Materrrity....4642362 
Malhas. J. Amman. .....4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .—,.5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AI-Ahii, Abdali J6WI6V6 

Italian, AI-Muhajreen 4777I0I/3 

Al-Bashir 4775111/26 

Army, Maifca — -489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607 155 

Al Amal Cancer Centre ..5353000 
Jerusalem Hospital 4387181 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

,109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital..... <09 >98673 1 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
• — ......(09 1990990 


IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafces Hospital 

«02» 7101372. (02) 7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

102 1 7I02S3L t02» 

710201 1 

Speciality Hospital ....<02)7103100 
AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospi- 
lal....(03)20141 1 1 


FOR THE 
TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jotdanian [RJ] information 
department at [he Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where h should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained cm telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 52325a Infor- 
mation on Royal Wings flights can 
be supplied cm phone 4875201-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
08:30 Danrycus (RJ) 


09:25 Beirut (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

09:45 Di’hj. Bahrain (RJ i 

1CH30 Karachi. DuKu i RJi 

Colombo tRJi 

- Cahti t RJ i 

15:00 New York. Amsterdam -RJi 

London i RJi 

18:25 L>nn iaddi *RJi 

19:30 Paris (add) (RJi 

RmuccRJi 

Frankfim (RJi 

W : -t5 Paris ( add j ( RJi 

15 Bangkok. Doha iRJi 


Other Flights 

Sanaa (TY 

12:30 Riyadh i SV 

13:10 Abu Dhabi. Doha tGF 

13:10 Milan i.AZ 

14:00 Yiennat OS 

14:4 ^ Istanbul iTK 

Bcinn (ME 

Dubai. Muscat i£K 

Frankfort (LH. 

If!! Paris t.AF 

-Cairo (MS 

Amsterdam. Beirut iKL 
0G»5 London. Damascus i BA 
02:00 Belgrade iJU 

Royal Wings (RWj 

Aqaba (arriving 4 QaU> 

1K*V j 

fRW^ i!UTivin? al QAIA) 

18:00 Aqaba (arrivin': at Marka 
Airport uRW) ' 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fligji 

Bcitui i 

06:35 •••• 

°7:00 ... ^ , 

Cairo- 

11:00 VrjtASuPi 

11:30 R.-mc. 

UJO Am-rcrdam. New Yrri; 

11: ^ 5 Gent-ia. Madrid * 

1 “ : -° Braswris. Pans t 

13:05 U 'rv.tr-r. 1 

^ R)yadh.Dhah ran» 

20:20 Jeddah j 

-B.’mbav ( 

-LWl . .Abu Dhabi. Dubai • 
04:45 Lanucar 

Other Flights 

1“ :1 - Aden, Sanaa! 

14:00 Riyadh 1 ? 

14:00 Ahu Dhabi. Bahrain (< 

l***' Milan 

! 4 ^ Vienna <( 

.JJcrwnV 

JJ?! Duhaiti 

‘p’ 3 * Carro (N 

- Amsterdam *1 

.Dantocas. Belgrade 1: 
05:55 D^ascu.^.Londi.v.rt 

- Frankfort a 

*“* 

Rw'al Wing* (KWj 
0SM Aqaba « from QaIA> 

08:30 ^aba (from Mata Ai 
pomtRWi 

19:45 At »aba rfrum \tarka Ai 
pon'iRW, 
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Health sector workshop highlights 
duplication of services, poor coordination 
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By Suha Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN — Health officials 
and experts believe a lack of 
coordination between the coun- 
try's private and public sectors 
and the often unnecessary 
expansion of the number of 
hospitals has resulted in a sharp 
decline in medical services 
standards. 

Officials and experts, speak- 
ing at a two-day workshop 
which ended on Thursday, also 
agreed that the duplication of 
services provided by various 
health institutions and the 
increasing demand on treat- 
ment are placing huge strains 
on the country's health sector: 

“The ministry's resources arc 
limited in view of the increas- 
ing number of people demand- 
ing health services," Health 
Minister Ishaq Maraqa said 
during a recent seminar depict- 
ing the achievements, chal- 
lenges and expectations of the 
health sector. 

“Jordan's population is 
expected to double by the year 
2020. Therefore, we should be 
prepared to meet health require- 
ments by that time," Maraqa 
told the participants attending 
the seminar. 

He added that upgrading the 
ministry's health services 


requires a high budgeL 

Jordan spends nearly eight 
per cent of its gross domestic 
product on health care — a per- 
centage higher than that spent 
by some Western industrialised 
countries. 

Maraqa told the Jordan Times 
that the ministry is seeking to 
limit waste in the service-ori- 
ented sector “by trimming the 
workforce, or limiting waste 
resulting from consumables 
and drugs.” 

He stressed the need to draw 
up a medical care strategy 
which includes computerising 
all public health institutions. 

“By computerising informa- 
tion, the ministry can obtain 
accurate figures which will help 
it regulate its work and pinpoint 
areas of waste." 

The discrepancy in the stan- 
dards of services offered, espe- 
cially at the govemorates' hos- 
pitals in urban areas, resulted in 
an increasing demand on major 
hospitals. 

“The occupancy rale in minor 
state-run hospitals is low, while 
main hospitals are congested 
This is a result of the unjustifi- 
able referral of health clinics 
and minor hospitals to main 
hospitals," Maraqa added. 

‘The government believes 
that a step should be taken to 


regulate the health sector to 
offer more services at reduced 
prices," he stressed 
The minister added that the 
government is seeking further 
cooperation with state-run 
health subsidies, the University 
of Jordan Hospital and the 
Royal Medical Services in an 
attempt to avoid the duplication 
of medical services. 

“Our waste in health 
resources is also due to die lack 
of coordination between the 
private and the public sector" 
he added 

The ministry is seeking to 
involve the private sector to 
shoulder the responsibility of 
treating patients. 

“The move will benefit 
patients covered by the min- 
istry's insurance sdbeme and 
the private sector as well" the 
minister added 
Several worksheets presented 
at the seminar, hosted at the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Forum, stressed the necessity of 
utilising the available resources 
to ensure the equal distribution 
of health sendees. 

Sa’ad Hijazi, president of the 
Jordan University of Science 
and Technology, said improv- 
ing the standards of health ser- 
vices at primary health care 
facilities is essential. 


Teens express concerns 
at UNICEF Youth Forum 


By Dima Hamrian 

.AMMAN — Teenagers have a 
lot on their minds, and a recent 
Youth Forum gave them the 
opportunity to publicly articu- 
late their concerns. 

Approximately 200 students, 
including three from the West 
Bank, took charge of setting the 
forum's agenda, during which 
teenagers highlighted several 
of their most pressing con- 
cerns: 

Students from several gover- 
norates in foe Kingdom dis- 
cussed issues pertaining to ado- 
lescence, especially problems 
feeing adolescent girls, and 
ways to improve their living 
conditions aid increase their 
choices in life. 

Maisa’a Natsheh, a 17 year 
old girl from Ramallah, has 
attended several youth work- 
shops in the West Bank. But 
said that this forum was differ- 
ent 

“What I Kked most is that we 
were running the discussions 
and the supervisors did not 
interfere,'' she said. “It was a 
different experience because 
we were not told what to do. 
We had long discussions where 
we were able to identify the 
problems, analyse them and 
come up with solutions." 

Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina attended the final 
assembly, where students made 
a presentation of their main 
findings and the solutions they 
hoped to see implemented. 

Students mainly focused on 
household issues, including 
compulsory marriage for girls, 
discrimination between males 


and females and the increasing 
consumption of tobacco and 
drugs among adolescents. They 
suggested that the minimum 
age for marriage should be 
raised from 16 years to 18-20 
years. 

The also said that there was a 
pressing need for intensive 
media awareness campaigns on 
all these issues, and suggested 
the establishment of youth cen- 
tres, especially in rural areas 
and poor neighbourhoods, 
where both sexes can pursue 
extracurricular activities. 

Students also expressed sig- 
nificant concern about the 
Tawjihi examination and foe 
decreasing opportunities for 
university education. They 
complained that Tawjihi stu- 
dents fall under tremendous 
pressure before foe exam, 
mainly because the examina- 
tion, which tests students on 
four years of high school edu- 
cation, is extremely difficult. 
Furthermore, they said they 
believe that admission to 
universities does not rely on 
fair criteria, and proposed that 
admission would be deter- 
mined by scores of both the 
Tawjihi examination and the 
university examination. 

Students also called for intro- 
ducing the Internet to schools 
and universities, as well as 
establishing colleges that offer 
labour training courses to 
accommodate those who can- 
not pursue university educa- 
tion. 

“This experience has given 
me the chance to learn about 
the negative aspects of my 
thinking" said Ihah Nasrawi, a 


16 year old boy. 

Both Maisa’a and Ihab feel 
that youth in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip share the same wor- 
ries as their Jordanian peers. 

They said that despite differ- 
ences in secondary issues, stu- 
dents were both receptive of 
and influenced by each other's 
opinions. 

But Maisa'a, who moved to 
Ramallah two years ago, 
believes that drug abuse is a 
more persistent issue in Pales- 
tine due to the hardship caused 
by foe occupation and the 
intifada. 

‘I discovered that the mental- 
ity of Palestinian boys is not 
what 1 expected. There are 
some open-minded people,” 
she said. “They were not 
severely affected by the occu- 
pation. They would be fighting 
and educating themselves at the 
same time.” 

It was an emotional and tear- 
ful good-bye for foe teenage 
students who concluded the 
UNICEF Youth Forum, on 
Thursday, ending a three-day 
camp of free discussion and 
open dialogue. 

Yousef Barodi, a UNICEF 
coordinator in Jerusalem, said 
that “This was a good step in 
establishi ng go od connections 
with UNICEF Amman." 

T think it is very important 
for the Palestinian youth to 
leave [the Occupied Territories] 
for a while to release foe pres- 
sure." he added. “ [It’s good for 
them] to see another environ- 
ment, to learn how other youth 
are facing their problems and to 
exchange experiences." 


Islamists claim 
president’s seat in 
JEA internal elections 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The Islamist 
trend of the Jordan Engineers 
Association on Thursday 
snatched the presidency of the 
JEA’s Private Offices Bureau, 
but fell short of dominating the 
bureau’s board. 

The nationalist trend garnered 
six out of ten seats, including 
that of the vice president, while 
foe remaining four woe taken 
tty foe Islamists, 

. This is the first time in nearly 
ten years that the nationalist 
trend has obtained the majority 
of seals in foe association inter- 
nal elections, said a JEA offi- 
cial. 

Issam Belbeisi, from the 
Islamist-led White List, 
secured foe president's pest 
with 655 votes, while Mu'aia 
Mehiar, his Green Usi competi- 
tor won 402 votes. 

‘We consider the Islamists the 
winners of the elections because 
the battle is for the helm, rather 
than foe executive council” said 
an Islamist who is a member of 
the new executive council. 

Raiq AUawneh, from the 
Green Lis^ was able to grant the 
nationalists the vice president’s 
post when he beat his opponent 
from the White list with 647 
votes over Majid Tabba's 40S 
votes. 

Otter members of the 10-seat 
executive council are Saleh 
Ratal (684 votes), Kama/ 
Habash (507), Qayed AJ Zein 
(496), Khalid Samarah (469) 
and Jala! Saleh 456 votes, all 
from the Green List. 

The Islamists are represented 
in die executive council by 
Mara wan Malehi (666), Man- 
sour Shamout (604) and Hamid 


AlAyid(618). Many observers 
foresee that the results of foe 
engineers elections is the turn- 
ing point to foe non-govem- 
raenlal institutions elections. 

The Islamists, for the past ten 
years, dominated almost all pro- 
fessional association elections, 
beating a nationalist movement 
busy fighting amongst them- 
selves over who should repre- 
sent item. 

“The nationalists, for the first 
time in many years w ere able to 
combine their efforts and agree 
among themselves on one can- 
didate," said one nationalist sup- 
porter who preferred not to be 
named. ‘The nationalists' unity 
is the prime reason for (heir 
razor sharp victory, even though 
they did not win with absolute 
majority;' he told foe Jordan 
Times on Friday. 

The engineers elections could 
be a big lesson for the national- 
ists in foe future. The national- 
ists earlier this year woe dealt 
repeated defeats in the Union of 
Professional Association Elec- 
tions because of lack of cooper- 
ation, observers believe. 

“The nationalists enjoy popu- 
larity among intellectuals and 
professionals, but the problem 
is that each one w ants to be foe 
‘boss," said Ramzi Asar, a 
nationalist supporter. 

Many also believe that foe 
Islamists' influence is waning. 
Tt is true that the Islamists won 
almost all elections in the King- 
dom for the past years, but their 
era was shady and questionable. 
Their slogans were bubbles in 
die air, punctured by reality,” 
said one independent observer 
who preferred anonymity. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Films 

• lGennan film “E>£C,Autenth#lt" (tyjfo ^titles in. 
Engl^ti^^XScrette-Instimt, Jabal Amman at 7-30 p.nj, 

• Children’s - filtty v (; “Eine, Names. 

Beethoven” (in German) at Goetterlnstitirt, ; Jaba] 
Amman at 5:00 p.m. 

• ‘The. Full Monty” at Books @Caf6, Jabal 
Amman on Sunday April 25 at 8:30 pm. (Tel. 
4650457/8). 

Lebanese Film Festival 

• Seminar on the Lebanese cinema at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 5:30 p.m. (To be followed by four 
films "JBaal and Death,” “Our Reckless Wars,” “The 
Strip is Fine,” and “1 1 Pasteur Street”). 

• .• •. Four films -“JisrAI Qamar,” "Ruins," “Between 
Me and You,” and “Living Icons” at the Royal Cultur- 
al Centre on Sunday April 25 at 7:30 pm. 

Exhibitions 

• Seventh Annual Book Exhibition at the Bishop’s 
School, Jabal Amman, until April 29. 

• Works by Jordanian ceramist Mahmoud Taha at 
Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 4643251/2), until 
May 6. Also showing an exhibition of photographs by 
Jordanian artist Adnan Sharif entitled “Spring ai Darat 
Al Funun,” until May 6. 

• Works by Jordanian artist Shereen Audi Kurdi at 
the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Amman, until April 
28. 

- 'Display of Iraq Al Amir collection at the Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre of the Nbor Al Hussein 
Foundation until April 29 (Tel. 5699141/2). (The exhi- 
bition includes handicraft, pottery, hand-woven fab- 
rics /.cushions, handmade paper, and food). 



Journalists return Sherif 
to third term as JPA head 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — Members of the 
Jordan Press Association on 
Friday returned controversial 
incumbent president Seif 
Sherif to his post in a predicted 
hands down elections contest 

Sherif. who enters his third 
term as JPA president gar- 
nered 220 rotes in one round of 
voting from foe 452-member 
general assembly, a fair stretch 
away from his only two rivals 
for foe post 

The president, a shareholder 
in Al Dust our Arabic daily 
newspaper, outclassed Musa 
Hawamdeh, formerly of Al 
Arab Al Yawnt and Ktaled 
Mahedine, former director of 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra. 

Twenty-seven journalists cast 
blank ballots, the highest num- 
ber of white papers returned in 
the association’s history. 

The election is the first held 
under the new JPA law, 
endorsed by both houses of 
Parliament last summer. Under 
foe new law. foe president who 
used to serve a two-year term, 
will serve for three years. 

The law also abolished the 
quota system for the nine- 
member JPA council — three 
seats each for Petra, newspaper 
owners and private sector 


new spapers. The abolition of 
the quota was a move that 
many journalists said tiiey 
hoped would limit foe govern- 
ment's influence in the associa- 
tion and curb foe potential for 
newspaper-owners to obstruct 
die interest of their employ ees. 

But yesterday, journalists 
returned' a council dominated 
by the official media, giving 
three se-.iLs to Petra, represented 
on foe council by Ahmad Dab- 
bus, Mohammad Mclquwi and 
Omar Shneikat t incumbent), 
and three to foe 61 per cent 
government-owned Al Ra'i, 
represented by former JPA 
deputy president Tareq 
Momani t incumbent), Issam 
Qadamani and Nader KJratat- 
beh i incumbent l. 

Al Dustotir. which under the 
quota system enjoyed a domi- 
nation of foe board along with 
Al Ra'i, placed only one of its 
journalists. Hilmi Al Asmar. in 
a council seat. Al Asmar served 
on the 1996-199$ board. The 
remaining seals went to JPA 
general manager and owner of 
Al Fares monthly Fakri Abu 
Hamdch (incumbent). Al 
Hadaih weekly chief editor 
Nidal Mansour (incumbent), 
who was active in the crusade 
agains the introduction of the 
1998 Press and Publications 
Law: and Dina Zoiba. who 


owns and edits her own month- 
ly women's magazine. Shaiqi- 
at i Women of foe Orient). 

Representatives of three 
independent papers lost their 
seals: Zuhdi Al Badri of Al 
Hudaf (The Target). Nabil 
Ghishan of .Al .Arab AI Yawm. 
and Jamal Shawahin of Al 
BiJad. 

Sixteen journal!*, ran for the 
council. 

In the run-up to foe elections 
journalists said they were 
unemhusiastic about the elec- 
tions, which, they stud, 
promised no real change with- 
out a change in the associa- 
tion's head. Ahead of Friday s 
balloting, the general assembly 
roted dun foe new council 
should resen e some of iis bud- 
get to compensate journalists 
who say they were "arbitrarily 
dismissed” from the provoca- 
tive Al Arab AI Yawin daily 
newspaper. The journalists 
have staged an open-ended sit- 
in in front of tire Al .Arab Al 
Yawin premises on University 
Road, and foe JPA has said it 
would exercises all legal 
avenues to see the journalists 
return to work. AJ .Arab AJ 
Yawm management has said 
its decision is final. 


Criminal court sentences man to death 
in murder of pharmacist, domestic helper 


By Rana Hussdni 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court on Thursday sentenced 
a man to death after convicting 
him of robbing and murdering 
a pharmacist and a domestic 
helper in February last year. 

The court found Samir 
Musa guilty of murdering 
Farouq Malhas, foe 37-year- 
old owner of Wadi Al Nasser 
Pharmacy, on Feb. 3. 1998. 
The defendant was also con- 
victed of killing a 50-year-old 
Sri Lankan domestic helper, 
identified as Imam, two days 
later. 

He was also convicted by he 
same tribunal of the anempted 
murder of Abed Ali, 50-year- 
old owner of Diala Pharmacy, 
on Feb. 3, and was sentenced 
to a 20-year prison sentence 
with hard labour. 

The murder of Malhas and 
foe attack on another pharma- 


cist a few hours later in foe 
same day raised fears among 
the pahrmaceutical profession 
that they had again become 
targets for armed robberies. In 
1996. unidentified assailants 
killed three pharmacists in 
separate attacks in Amman. At 
that time, police said that the 
killers were drug addicts who 
w ere seeking narcotics. 

According to court docu- 
ments. the suspect, who is 
unemployed decided to rob 
foe pharmacies, for financial 
reasons. 

He entered Malhas - pharma- 
cy located on Wadi Rimam 
StreeL at 7:00 pm.. When he 
victim attempted to escape, he 
shot him once in the head, 
took his wallet, a gold ring. 
JD165 and a valium bottle 
before fleeing foe scene. 

Hours later in a second 
attempted robbery, he entered 
Diala Pharmacy in Jabal Taj 


and shot the pharmicist once in 
the shoulder. However. Musa 
fled the scene immediately 
because he ran out of ammuni- 
tion and passers by interfered 
to help foe pharmacist, foe 
counsaid. 

Few days later, he shot and 
killed foe domestic helper in 
Jabal Weibdeh. The defendant 
claimed in court that he was 
planning to kill his sister 
because of her "immoral 
behaviour," and that he mis- 
takenly thought that the 
domestic helper was Iris sister. 
However, the court rejected his 
claim, saying he ted made 
contradictory statements dur- 
ing foe course of his testimony. 

The verdict, handed down 
by Judges Jihad Khasawneh, 
Abdullah Oweis and Omar 
KhleifuL will be automatically 
reviewed by the Court of Cas- 
sation uidiin 30 da vs. 


An overtaxed facility, an overworked staff and underprivileged patients: 

Al Bashir Hospital cries for help 


As the Health 
Ministry 
searches for 
funding for a 
new public 
hospital, 
pressure on Al 
g Bashir, the only 
fully public 
hospital in the 
capital grows, 
writes Suha 
Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN — Um Ahmad sal 
desperately on the stairs of the 
. I . v ■ ageing out-patient clinic at foe 

state-run AI-Basta* Hospital 
that carets for up to nearly 
-s 5,000 patients a day. 

* She was waiting for hospital 
. ■ officials to call out bar daugh- 

ter’s name, a routine procedure 


signalling that her turn to see a 
doctor is close. 

Such scenes of anguished 
patients waiting patiently, 
sometimes endlessly at the 
874-bed hospital, the capital's 
main public health care facili- 
ty, were highlighted again 
when His Majesty King 
Abdullah paid a surprise to the 
hospital on Sunday. 

Television shewed him talk- 
ing to patients and touring the 
overcrowded wards and wail- 
ing rooms in foe hospital, the 
sole fully-fledged public hos- 
pital in Amman, home to over 
1.25 million people, ft offers 
services to civQ employees and 
their families and to the needy 
in return for nominal fees. 

Patients gave mixed assess- 
ments of their experience at Al 
Bashir. 

"It takes us hours to see the 
doctor, but when you finally 
get to see him, he only has one 
mining for you," lamented Um 
Ahmad, 38, as she waited 
along with over 500 other 
patients. 

“But those who have a wasta 
(connection) at foe hospital do 


not wait like we do." 

Badria Subuh, 63, suffering 
from cardiovascular problems, 
told the King she was satisfied 
with foe services offered at the 
department 

“The King asked me about 
the services and I told him they 
were good,” she said. 

Ibtisam, whose six-year-old 
daughter suffers from a urinary 
infection, said she was pleased 
with the level of services. 

“Services are good, but we 
have to wait for a veiy long 
time to see the doctor,'’ she 
added, while adding a stitch to 
a piece of cloth she was 
embroidering. 

The hospital’s director 
declined immediate comment 
on foe level of services and 
■future plans. 

However, the government, it 
hands tied by a chronic budget 
deficit, has often said little can 
be done except improve opera- 
tional aspects and services and 
cut down on the bloated 
bureaucracy. 

Health Minister Ishaq 
Maraqa said studies and plans 
to set up a 500-bed Prince 


Hamzah hospital in Tareq, 
Tabarbour, to support Al- 
Bashir, have been completed 

“But the project hinges on 
the mimstry’s ability to secure 
funding,” he told the Jordan 
Times on Tuesday. 

“It will not act as a substitute 
to Al Bashir. It will offer sup- 
port with its 500 beds,” he 
added 

The government has also 
allocated S12 million of a $50 
million Work) Bank loan given 
in 1998 to renovate Al Bashir's 
braidings, some whose con- 
struction and infrastructure 
dates to the 1950’s. 

Um Ahmad and other 
patients complained of negli- 
gence resulting from mounting 
pressure on foe hospital's ser- 
vices. 

Nabila Abu Arkoub said she 
admitted her 13-year-old son 
Murad to the hospital a few 
days ago. 

“Murad was referred to foe 
internal medicine ward after he 
was examined by doctors at 
die emergency department,” 
she recalled 

“He slept there for two 


nights and nobody looked after 
him, let alone the doctor who 
crossed out his own name and 
said he was not responsible 
[for his case]." 

Other patients complained 
about cockroaches filling the 
hospital and said its main lifts, 
even some of those used to 
ferry patients to foe suigety 
theatre, had been out of order 
for months. 

"Patients are often carried on 
stretchers from floor to floor 
while those who have the ener- 
gy are forced to walk," said 
one nurse who requested 
anonymity. 

Maraqa said maintenance 
walks on the lift began on 
Monday, a day after foe Royal 
vial 

Some hospital officials said 
the emergency unit, which 
handles hundreds of patients a 
day. is in dire need of doctors. 
Only two doctors man the 
night shift, they said. 

“In some cases, nurses have 
to stitch the wounds of 
patients,” said one witness. 

While this reporter was 
speaking to a patient, a janitor 


reassured one patient that his 
knee was in good condition 
after looking at an X-ray 
photo. Seconds later, he found 
his way through the crowd and 
continued cleaning the hospi- 
tal located in the impover- 
ished Ashrufieh area, a crowd- 
ed low-income area in eastern 
Amman. The understaffed 
hospital has for years been at 
foe heart of public and official 
criticism for poor hygienic 
standards and for a shortage in 
medical services throughout 
most of its 80 departments. 

Mohammad Khaled, 34, in 
excruciating pain, was admit- 
ted to foe' internal medicine 
ward for haemodylasis. 

He spent two days lying 
unconscious in foe emergency 
department until a bed was 
finally made available,'' said 
his relative, a retired nurse. 

Some other doctors working 
there said patients were often 
transferred to other non-relaied 
departments due to a bed 
shortage. 

“Some patients suffering 
from internal problems arc 
transferred to the ear, nose and 


throat department" said a resi- 
dent doctor. 

The Coronary Care Unit 
(CCU i. which is supervised by 
three nurses, has 10 beds. 

"There are many patients 
who need to be transferred to 
this unit but the)’ go back 
home because all beds are 
occupied," said one nurse. 
"They cannot afford treatment 
in private sector facilities.” 

"PatienLs. who are not cov- 
ered by a health insurance 
scheme, pay only JD5 a night 
at the CCU unit. Services 
include medicine and a shot to 
thin the blood,” said a nurse, 
working al foe CCU since 
1996. "They have no other 
place to go. since prices in the 
private sector are beyond their 
reach." she added. 

In a country where foe annu- 
al income per capita of a Jor- 
danian is jusl below SJ-500. 
health officials estimate foot 
only one million of foe King- 
dom's 4.6 million people can 
afford treatment at private hos- 
pitals. 

Nearly 1.2 million civil ser- 
vants and their families benefit 


from a health insurance 
scheme introduced in 1965 by 
foe Ministry of Health and are 
treated at its 22 hospitaLs and 
its nearly 1.000 outpatient 
departments across foe King- 
dom. Those not covered by the 
scheme pay nominal tees cov- 
ering 15 per cent of foe actual 
cost of trcuuneriL 

Jordan spends about eight 
per cent of its gross domestic 
product income on health care. 

Local columnists hailed foe 
King's pre-planned visit to foe 
hospital and expressed hope 
that officials would lake action 
to ease the plight of patiems. 

"We know about foe (limit- 
ed) capabilities and so do His 
Majesty and the government,” 
wrote Sultan Hattab in the Ara- 
bic daily Al Ra'i. "Bui through 
this trip, the King wanted to 
send the message foal one can 
do a lot with something small, 
foal one can exert more effort 
to dose the gap and that one 
has to be concerned more with 
the needs of citizens instead of 
looking for personal privi- 
leges.”" 
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Congress fails to 
win support to 
form government 



Spokesman for Mulayam Singh Vadav’s Socialist Party Mohammad Azam Khan (left) gestures as he addresses a 
press conference after north Indian regional leader Yadav, who holds 20 precious seats in parliament, withdrew his 
support from the Congress party in forming a new government April 23, 1999. The decision deepened the confu- 
sion left by the collapse of the Hindu nationalist government April 17, with the prospect of fresh elections looming 
even larger. At right is party spokesman Aram Singh (AFP photo) 


NEW DELHI (AP) — 
Sonia Gandhi's Congress 
party failed on Friday to 
win support from a majority 
in parliament to form a new 
government, raising the 
likelihood of early elec- 
tions. 

Mrs. Gandhi's hopes to 
lead India's next govern- 
ment were set back when 
Mulayam Singh Yadav. 
head of the Socialist 
Samajwadi party said he 
would not support either of 
the major blocs trying to 
cobble together a new gov- 
ernment. The party controls 
20 of the 543 seats in parlia- 
ment. 

There remained an outside 
chance Lhat non-Congress 
parties would try to form a 
coalition, or that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP). whose coalition lost 
a confidence vote a week 
ago. would seek the presi- 
dent's approval to try again. 

Congress did not immedi- 
ately concede defeat, 
though party workers 
milled around dejectedly at 
Mrs. Gandhi's home when 
the radio reported the deci- 
sion. Mrs. Gandhi had 
promised to show President 
K.R. Narayanan by Friday 
that her plan to "form a 
Congress-only minority 
government was supported 
by 272 members of legisla- 


ture. Although that effort 
failed, she was set to meet 
the president anyway. 

If no one succeeds in 
forming a government. 
India would face its third 
election in three years. 

The Bombay stock 
exchange sensitive index 
dropped l .2 per cent and the 
national stock exchange, the 
country's largest, fell by 1 
per cent at the news. 
Although an elections call 
would drive the markets 
lower, investors said they 
would prefer the stability 
that a new round of voting 
might bring to the fractious 
45-paity legislature. 

Earlier, leaders of two 
leftist parties that control 
seven parliament seats told 
the president they would not 
support a Congress govern- 
ment. while the leader of a 
five-seat party representing 
low'er castes said the party 
preferred elections to 
choosing between Congress 
and the BJP. 

“Both BJP and Congress 
are responsible for the poor 
state of the country,” Yadav 
said in a written statement 
issued after his meeting 
with the president. He said 
the economic policies of 
previous Congress govern- 
ments had plunged the 
country into debt, and that 
the Hindu-Nationalist coali- 


tion headed by the BJP had 
encouraged sectarianism. 

“Under these circum- 
stances the Samajwadi 
party will not support any 
party which is trying to 
form a government,” Yadav 
said. 

However. Amar Singh, the 
general-secretary of 

Yadav’s party. told 
reporters, “we don't want 
elections." 

The Hindu-nationalist- 
government led by Prime 


Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee collapsed after 
Jayaram Jayalaiitha with- 
drew the support of her 
regional party, known by its 
Tamil-language acronym, 
AIADMK. Jayalaiitha met 
the president on Thursday 
and pledged the support of 
her 18 lawmakers to the 
Congress party. 

Mrs. Gandhi's foreign ori- 
gin and lack of political 
experience have been points 
of contention for some of 


Congress' potential backers, 
as well as opponents. 

“It is a hard fact that Sonia 
Gandhi has no political or 
parliamentary experience 
and she is much junior to 
her own party colleagues.” 
BJP Vice President K.L. 
Sharma told reporters 
Friday. 

“Despite all this. Mrs. 
Sonia Gandhi, who proved 
to be a reluctant citizen of 
India, of foreign origin, has 
been projected as the lone 


choice of the Congress. ... 
the campaign has just 
boomeranged.” Mrs. 
Gandhi. 52, the widow of 
Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, entered politics last 
year. She adopted Indian 
citizenship 16 years after 
her marriage. 

Rajiv Gandhi, who was 
prime minister until 1989, 
was assassinated in 1991. 
His mother. Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi, was assassi- 
nated in 1984. 


Quake hits S. African 


Militia burn houses of 


gold mining town 


separatists in E. Timor 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
A strong earthquake hit the 
South African gold mining 
town of Welkom on Friday, 
forcing the evacuation of 
1.000 underground miners 
and causing widespread 
damage to buildings. 

The tremor, which mea- 
sured 4.2 on the Richter 
scale, halted operations at a 
mine operated by the 
world's biggest gold pro- 
ducer, Anglogold Ltd. 

The company said it was 
working to bring miners 
back to the surface through 
alternative mine shafts after 
power was cul 

There were no reports of 
deaths or serious injuries 
caused by the quake, which 
struck overnight at 2220 
GMT and shook the town 
for six seconds, or from a 
series of aftershocks which 
lasted up to three hours after 
the initial seismic shock. 

“There will be no produc- 
tion at the Matjhabeng 
(mine) today or tomorrow... 
We don't have any people 
trapped or injured.” an 


Anglogold spokesman said. 
“We had to reroute workers 
to other shafts to bring them 
to the surface after a power 
failure." The miners, who 
were ..working the., night 
shift would be brought 
back to the surface during 
Friday, Anglogold said. 

The Matjhabeng mine 
produces about 15 tonnes of 
gold a year. 

South Africa has some of 
the deepest mines in the 
world, with shafts stretch- 
ing some three km below 
the surface. 

The temperatures at these 
depths is nearly 30 degrees 
Celsius, but the heat would 
soar to more deadly levels if 
not for the huge refrigera- 
tion units pumping cool air 
from the surface. 

A miner’s deadliest ene- 
mies at these depths are 
earth tremors which can 
collapse a tunnel or rock 
face. 

At another mine two years 
ago. a 3.1 tremor trapped 15 
miners for several hours 
about 3 km underground 


before they were rescued in 
what was nicknamed the 
“great escape". 

South African gold mines 
are safer than they were 
years ago, but rock falls, 
pressure bursts, explosions 
and other accidents still 
claimed 267 lives and 
injured 5.449 in 1997. 

In Welkom. situated in 
free state province, build- 
ings were reported to have 
suffered heavy structural 
damage and water and 
power supplies cut. 

“The emergency services 
are on the ground at the 
moment crying to restore 
services... The situation is 
under control as of now.” 
police spokeswoman Elsabe 
Augoustides told the South 
African Press Association. 

Police have been 
deployed in the free state 
province town to prevent 
looting. 

Earthquakes measuring 
between four and five are 
powerful enough to cause 
heavy damage in populated 
areas. 


DILL Indonesia (AP) — 
Pro-Indonesian militiamen 
burned . eight .. houses 
belonging to separatist 
activists in East Timor, one 
day after leaders of the 
rival factions signed a 
peace deal, police said 
Friday. 

The attack in the town of 
Ambeno cast doubt on 
pledges of reconciliation 
by armed groups that this 
month have killed dozens 
of people suspected of 
campaigning for indepen- 
dence in the Indonesian- 
controlled territory. 
Indonesia invaded East 
Timor in 1975 and annexed 
it a year later. 

A group of 100 assailants 
with clubs and machetes 
poured gasoline Thursday 
inside the houses, most of 
which had been abandoned 
by fearful separatists, a 
police officer said. 

Three men were taken to 
a hospital with stab 
wounds, said the officer, 
who did not identify him- 


self in line with police pro- 
cedure. 

Residents said the attack- 
ers were members- of red 
and white iron, a militia 
that attacked villagers on 
April 6 in a church com- 
pound in the town of 
Liquica. Religious leaders 
said at least 25 people died. 

On Wednesday, militia 
leaders and their pro-inde- 
pendence foes signed a 
peace agreement that failed 
to address the key issues of 
disarmament and the polit- 
ical future of the former 
Portuguese colony. 

The deal was signed in 
Dili, the seaside capital of 
East Timor and site of a 
militia rampage on April 
17 that left as many as 20 
people dead. It was fol- 
lowed by a symbolic han- 
dover to police of II 
firearms belonging to mili- 
tia groups that remain 
heavily armed. 

At U.N. headquarters in 
New York, negotiators said 
Thursday that Indonesia 


probably won't sign onto a 
U.N. autonomy proposal 
for East Timor at talks this 
week because it needs 
more time for consulta- 
tions at home. 

In a policy reversal, 
Indonesia has said it would 
let go of East Timor if its 
people reject an autonomy 
offer in a July ballot. 
However, escalating vio- 
lence between supporters 
and opponents of indepen- 
dence has jeopardised the 
vote. 

The Indonesian military 
has been accused of arming 
pro-government militias to 
fight Timorese separatists 
and disrupt the ballot. 
Meanwhile. separatist 
guerrillas have stepped up 
attacks on security forces. 

Police speculated that the 
attack in Ambeno, 260 
kilometres west of Dili, 
was retaliation for the 
alleged kidnapping a week 
ago of three militiamen by 
pro-independence activists. 


Al Fayed lawyers 
seek British diplomats 
on Diana death 


PARIS (AFP) — An 
appeals court here is to 
examine a request by 
lawyers of Egyptian 
businessman 
Mohammed Al Fayed to 
interview two British 
diplomats about the 
death of Britain's 
Princess Diana and her 
companion Dodi Al 
Fayed, * legal sources 
confirmed Friday. 

Al Fayed’s lawyers, 
Bernard Darteville and 
Georges Kiejman, made 
the appeal after tbe 
judges investigating the 
August 1997 car crash 
that killed Diana and Al 
Fayed’s son Dodi 
allegedly refused to 
interview the diplomats. 

One of the diplomats is 
said to be a member of 
Britain's counter-espi- 
onage service MI6. 

They asked the judges 
to carry out the inter- 
views after being 
informed on Jan. 29 
that the inquiry had 
been wrapped up. 

Al Fayed, the owner of 
the British luxury stqrev 


Harrods, has repeatedly 
accused British secret 
services of being behind 
the deaths of his son 
and Diana, as well as 
their driver, in a car 
crash in a Parisian road 
tunnel. 

He has accused the 
British establishment of 
never having been able 
to accept the idea that 
the mother of their 
future king was living 
with a Muslim. 

The inquiry found that 
the three died when 
their Mercedes car, 
travelling at high speed 
and chased by press 
photographers, hit the 
13tb pillar of the Alma 
Bridge road tunnel. 

The driver, Rene Paul, 
was found to have been 
drinking before the 
accident. 

Despite exhaustive 
investigations, a white 
Fiat Uno car which was 
said to have hit the 
Mercedes just before 
the crash has never 



Aid agencies pull out of 
rebel-infested western Uganda 


KAMPALA (AFP) — 
International aid agencies 
have withdrawn from west- 
ern Uganda’s Bundfbugyo 
district due to increased 
rebel violence in the region 
by Allied Democratic 
Forces (ADF), aid officials 
said Friday. 

“We decided to pull out 
after the rebel attack in 
Buodibugyo town on 
Monday night. We are not 
planning to suspend opera- 
tions, but we are just wait- 
ing to see how the situation 
develops,” U.N. World 
Food Programme (WFP) 
country representative in 
Uganda, Michael Jones, 
told AFP here. 

Medecins sans Frontieres- 
France (Doctors without 
Borders — MSF — France) 
has also pulled out of the 
area, while British agency, 
Aetionaid- withdrew last 
month because of .the deteri- 
orating security situation. 

The WFP’s move came 
after rebels entered 
Bundibugyo town on 
Monday night and began 
shooting, killing at least two 
civilians and wounding an 
unknown number of others. 

The rebels were reported- 


ly targeting the Piefare 
Hotel in Bundibugyo town, 
a popular joint for army 
commanders in the area. 

Rebel activities in the 
west have increased since 
the stan of the year, since 
when at least SO people 
have died in raids, including 
30 killed last week in 
attacks on Bundibugyo and 
the neighbouring Kabarole 
district. 

Aid agencies estimate that 
between 50.000 and 70,000 
people have been displaced 
by the rebel violence in 
Bundibugyo district alone. 

Since the start of April, 
tbe Ugandan army has insti- 
tuted military convoys to 
escort vehicles moving 
along the main road linking 
Bundibugyo town to the rest 
of the country. 

“We are definitely going 
to remain in tbe region in 
the next few months, as the 
displaced people have now 
missed the planting season. 
They also lack plastic sheet- 
ing for cover from rain — a 
great potential for cholera 
due to poor sanitation,” 
Jones told AFP. 

WFP was in the process of 
delivering 200 tonnes of 


food for distribution to the 
displaced when they were 
forced to halt operations. 

The ADF rebels — a 
coalition of a formerly 
defunct National Army for 
the Liberation of Uganda 
(NALU) rebel group and 
the Tabliq Islamic sect, said 
to be aided by ex-gov em- 
inent soldiers from Rwanda 
and former Zaire, now 
renamed the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) 
— have been active in west- 
ern Uganda since 
November 1996. 

They currently operate out 
of camps in the Ruwenzori 
Mountains straddling the 
common border with the 
DRC). 

Uganda justified its inter- 
vention in the eight-month 
civil war in the DRC on the 
grounds that President 
Laurent Kabila allowed 
rebel groups to operate out 
of eastern DRC. Last week- 
end. Kabila and Uganda's 
President Yoweri Museveni 
signed a peace pact at a 
meeting in Libya, but a 
Kampala government 
spokesman later said that it 
“was simply a statement of 
our desires — wbat we 


would like to happen in 
Congo". 

Other major players, 
including Rwanda and the 
DRC rebels themselves, 
have not signed the deal. 

Meanwhile, NALU has 
warned in a letter faxed to 
the Association of British 
Travel Agents that U.S. and 
European nationals, particu- 
larly from Britain, Germany 
and Scandinavian nations, 
will be rebel targets because 
of their nations' support for 
the Ugandan government, 
which they accuse of being 
undemocratic. 

NALU had earlier 
claimed responsibility for 
the March 1 killings of 10 
foreign tourists and four 
Ugandans al- southwest 
Uganda's Bwindi National 
Park, but survivors and 
locals denied this, saying 
the attackers spoke French 
and had identified them- 
selves as Rwandan Hutu 
rebels. 

NALU was active up to 
1992 when its leader was 
killed while in exile in 
Kenya and remained dor- 
mant until 1996 when it was 
revived and teamed up with 
the ADF. 



* 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bonn says German reporter 
accused of spying 

BONN (AP) — Yugoslavia has accused a detained 
German television reporter of spying, the foreign 
ministry said Friday. Hans-Peter ‘‘Pit Schnitzler, 
southeast Europe correspondent for the Sat- 1 net- 
work, is being held by Yugoslav military police at an 
unknown location, ministry spokesman Andreas 
Michaelis said. The spokesman rejected the spying 
accusation as groundless and demanded Schnitzler 
release. Sat-1 “knows about his professional activi- 
ties at the time of his detention, and on that basis 
there is not the slightest evidence to justify such 
charges,” Michaelis said. Schnitzler has not been for- 
mally charged with spying, he said. Germany has sent 
a diplomatic note seeking access to Schnitzler, but 
there has been no answer from Yugoslavia. Michaehs 
saii Germany is dealing with Japanese diplomats in 
Belgrade, who are handling German interests in 
Yugoslavia since relations broke off over the war for 
Kosovo. Sat-1 said last weekend it had lost contact 
with 56-year-old Schnitzler in Yugoslavia after 
Serbian authorities seized his equipment and car and 
he was supposed to be headed home. He left Belgrade 
around midday Friday and was io have contacted his 
editors after reaching the Croatian border, but no call 
ever cam e, according to the network. Sat-1 said it had 
told Schnitzler, based in Vienna, Austria, to leave 
Belgrade because the loss of his equipment and car 
made it impossible for him to work. 

Cuba criticised at 
Human Rights Commission 

GENEVA (AFP) — The Human Rights Commission 
censured Cuba for human rights abuses on Friday by 
passing a resolution calling on Havana to respect fun- 
damental freedoms. The 53-member commission nar- 
rowly passed the resolution sponsored by the Czech 
Republic and Poland by 21 votes to 20. There were 
12 abstentions. The resolution expressed its concern 
at the “continued violation” of human rights in Cuba, 
including freedom of expression, association and 
assembly. The resolution also highlighted the “con- 
tinued repression” of political opponents and the 
detention of dissidents, most recently of the four 
members of “Grupo de Trabajo de la Disidencia 
Interna.” The Cuban government was urged to release 
all people detained for peacefully expressing their 
political, religious and social views. The resolution 
also called on Havana to sign U.N. human rights 
covenants. Last year, Cuba defeated a human rights 
resolution sponsored by the United States. 

Sri Lanka begins forensic tests 
on mass grave 

COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri Lankan authorities have 
begun forensic tests on. some two dozen skeletons, 
found, ata. play ground in the island's .embattled, 
northern town of Jaffna, officials said Friday. The 
remains unearthed from the Duraippa Stadium early 
in April were brought to Colombo Thursday for tests, 
officials said. The Jaffna district judge A.E. 
Ehananchan, who was present at the exhumation, has 
ordered tests' on the bones which some officials 
believe could belong to people who died or were 
killed about 10 years ago. The latest discovery came 
as the authorities were investigating an alleged mass 
grave at Chemmani in the Jaffna peninsula where 
some 400 to 600 Tamil men and women, victims of 
extra-judicial, killings, are believed to be buried. 
Police have begun recording statements from rela- 
tives of victims and forensic tests in the Chemmani 
case are underway. Government forces wrested con- 
trol of Jaffna in December 1995 after driving out the 
rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam who ruled the 
region as a de facto separate state for nearly five 
years. 

China finds recorders 
from Korean Air crash 

SHANGHAI (R j — China has recovered both the 
flight data and cockpit voice recorders from last 
week's crash of|a Korean Air cargo plane, industry 
sources and an 'official newspaper said on Friday. 
“They have found the flight data recorder and the 
cockpit voice recorder,” an industry source said. “It 
looks like the flight data recorder was probably pret- 
ty badly damaged, and they’re going to try to retrieve 
some data off of it." The MD-1 1 heavy freighter 
crashed shortly after takeoff from Shanghai on April 
15, killing nine people — including rhe three crew- 
men — and injuring more than 30 on the ground. The 
Shanghai star said the “black boxes" were recovered 
this week and had been sent to the united states for 
analysis. The newspaper quoted an official of the 
South Korean consulate in Shanghai as saying the 
flight data recorder had been severely damaged by 
explosion and it was unclear if the device could pro- 
vide information about the crash. Officials from 
China’s aviation general administration, the U.S. , 
Federal Aviation Administration and the U.S. 
National Transportation Safety Board all declined to 
comment Korean Air, South Korea’s national carrier, 
.announced a management shakeup on Thursday after 
senior executives resigned to take responsibility for 
tbe crash and a space of mishaps. 

Funeral mistake — wrong body 
in casket 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — Mourners at a ( 
funeral service were aggrieved to Find the wrong j 

body in their beloved’s casket, according to a report 
Friday. At the service on Monday night, the widow of i 
a 79-year-old Melbourne man asked for a final view- j 
ing ofher husband ’s body. Parish Priest Father Julian 
told Channel 10 TV that the 80 mourners were < 
stunned when they found that the body- shown to the ; 
woman was not her husband’s. “I talked to them and 
I said to them: ‘Now we’ II wai t for the other body, the ; 
true body, to come’ the priest said. The service pro- ' 
ceeded after the man’s body was located at the funer- t 
al company’s headquarters. Funeral director John j 
rj*?* two identical coffins had stood side by g 
side and a staff member put the wrong name plate on 
one of them. “It’s every funeral director’s nightmare 
that mistakes like this can happen, 7 ’ Grant said. Grant 
said the employee was devastated and that the com- 
pany had made an official apology and offered finan- 
cial compensation. 
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‘More Khmer Rouge 
leaders could face charges’ 


Newly elected ‘Miss Intercontinental 1 Mine Erbaykent from 'Hirkey (centre) poses with second placed Miredis 
Peguero from Puerto Rico (left) and third placed Veronica Gonzales from Uruguay, early April 23, 1999, in 
Bochum. Twenty seven women aged between 17 and 26 years took part in the elections for “the most beautiful 
woman of all continents', chosen by an international jury (AFP photo) 

Massive looting of Liberia 
border town following attack 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Notorious Khmer Rouge 
leaders Khieu Samphan 
and Nuon Chea will likely 
face criminal . charges in 
Cambodian courts. Prime 
Minister Hun Sen said in 
an interview aired Friday. 

Hun Sen said prosecutors 
investigating former 
Khmer Rouge military 
chief Ta Mok would also 
most likely level charges 
against former head of 
state Khieu Samphan and 
ideology tsar Nuon Chea. 

“According to my 

knowledge, because the 
scale of the genocide is so 
great they cannot avoid 
(being charged by prosecu- 
tors)/’ Hun Sen said on 
state-run television. 

“What happens to Khieu 
Samphan and Nuon Chea 
is that they will most like- 
ly confront charges from 
prosecutors," he said. 

The ultra-Maoist Khmer 
Rouge ruled Cambodia 
from 1975-1979 during 
which up to two million 
people died through tor- 
ture, starvation, overwork 
and execution. 


MONROVIA (AFP) — 
Gunmen from Guinea 
who attacked a northern 
Liberia border town ear- 
lier this week looted 
offices of aid organisa- 
tions and U.N. agencies, 
officials said on Fridav. 

The U.S.-based 

International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) operat- 
ing in Voinjama, 260 km 
north of the Liberian 
capital, said massive 
looting of its offices 
forced staff to suspend 
operations in the. town.. 

The Liberian govern- 
ment said its forces 
repelled Wednesday's 
attack, during which for- 
eign diplomats and 17 
aid workers were tem- 
porarily kidnapped. 

However independent 
sources told journalists 
that some fighting was 
still taking place around 
Voinjama and in nearby 
villages. 

On Thursday, the U.N. 
World Food Programme 
(WFP), whose seven 


staff members were tem- 
porally taken hostage, 
said fighting continued 
Wednesday night 

between rebels and army 
forces in the bush outside 
the town. 

Authorities referred to 
the activity merely as 
“cleaning-up opera- 
tions.” Aid workers, who 
were flown Thursday to 
Monrovia aboard a U.N. 
helicopter, said the 
armed men had comman- 
deered 13 relief vehicles 
and stole their personal 
belongings. 

They also reported 
widespread looting by 
government security 
forces of U.N. warehous- 
es as well as private resi- 
dences following the 
retreat of the attackers 
from the town. 

One aid official said 
the Guineans shot and 
wounded relief driver 
John Kamara for refus- 
ing to turn over the keys 
to his vehicle. 

He also said the body 


of one attacker, who died 
at the Voinjama hospital, 
was taken away by his 
colleagues when ' they 
were retreating from the 
city Centre. 

The regional director of 
the U.N. High 
Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR), 
Abu Moussa, said the 
attackers were armed 
with AK-47s, rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades and 
machetes. 

WFP’s regional direc- 
tor for west Africa, Paul 
Ares, described the 
armed men as “a rag-tag 
group without any com- 
mand structure." 

Meanwhile, hundreds 
of fleeing civilians, 
including Sierra Leonean 
refugees living in 
Voinjama and nearby vil- 
lages/ have arrived in the 
Liberian central city of 
Gbarnga, 160 km north- 
east of Monrovia, seek- 
ing refuge. 

Richard Roberts told 
the independent The 


Inquirer newspaper that 
the insurgents had cap- 
tured hundreds of resi- 
dents and temporarily 
brought them to a nearby 
government hospital 
before government 
forces moved in. 

‘They (the insurgents) 
took part of the town and 
the military barracks. 
...they took uniforms and 
wore them,” he said in 
Gbarnga. 

He said the attackers 
did not identify them- 
selves but told their cap- 
tives that they had “all 
fought the seven-year- 
old war." 

In 1989, Charles Taylor 
launched a rebellion 
against the bloodstained 
regime of former presi- 
dent Samuel Doe, 
embroiling a handful of 
ethnic factions and 
resulting in the deaths of 
an estimated 200.000 
Liberians. 

In 1997, Taylor was 
elected president of the 
war-ravaged country. 


His comments were a 
stunning reversal of earlier 
claims that any attempt to 
bring them to trial could 
send the country back into 
a state of civil war. 

‘Ta Mok was arrested. 
Khieu Samphan and Nuon 
Chea surrendered, but sur- 
render to the government 
doesn’t mean they are free 
from being changed by the 
courts,” Hun Sen said. 

He said they had only 
been allowed to surrender 
and were given no guaran- 
tees of immunity from 
future prosecution. 

“To charge or not to 
charge these people is the 
job of the prosecutors, not 
our (the government's) 
duty. To my understanding 
they might be charged. 

“I think the court will not 
just investigate Ta Mok 
only, but others as well in 
the same package," he 
added. 

The prime minister made 
no mention of former 
Khmer Rouge foreign min- 
ister Ieng Sary, who 
defected to the government 
in 1996, and is living in a 


newly-built villa in the 
capital Phnom Penh. 

Meanwhile Friday, the 
military court investigat- 
ing judge responsible for 
the case against Ta Mok 
dismissed "speculation" 
that he had decided to call 
Khieu Samphan, Nuon 
Chea and Ieng Sary as wit- 
nesses in Ta Mok’s trial. 
“Only I know who will 
be a witness, nobody else. 
Some people speculate that 
Nuon Chea. Khieu 
Samphan and Ieng Sary 1 
are involved, but that is 
speculation,” Ngin Sam 
An told reporters. 

“Everybody knows that 
they may be involved in 
the case, but nothing has 
been decided yet,” he said, 
adding a summons would 
soon be issued for those 
required as witnesses. 

Ta Mok, the former chief 
of staff of the late Khmer 
Rouge supremo Pol Pol 
was arrested on March 6. 

Dubbed “the butcher” for 
his fearsome reputation, Ta 
Mok has been charged 
under a 1994 law outlaw- 
ing the now-faded Khmer 


Rouge guerrilla move- 
ment, whose long-running 
rebellion fizzled out last 
year following a string of 
defeats and defections. 

Khieu Samphan and 
Nuon Chea surrendered to 
the government on 
Christmas Eve 1998 and 
now live in comfortable 
retirement in Pailin, the 
former northern strong- 
hold of the Khmer Rouge. 
Pol Pot. who as head of die 
Khmer Rouge ruled 
Cambodia with an iron fist 
in the 1970s. died in the 
jungles bordering Thailand 
in April last year. 

Although Ta Mok is the 
only Khmer Rouge leader 
to have been charged and 
facing trial, genocide 
researchers have been pin- 
ning their hopes on him 
implicating former com- 
rades. 

Despite calls by the 
international community 
and the United Nations for 
an international tribunal, 
Hun Sen has insisted on a 
local trial with the aid of 
foreign judges and prose- 
cutors. 


Britain calls MI5 into 
bomb blast probe 


LONDON (R) — Britain's domes- 
tic intelligence agency M15 has 
been railed in to help investigate a 
London bomb attack which is 
believed to be linked to extremist 
racist groups, a police spokesman 
said on Friday. 

Tbe Scotland Yard spokesman 
said four far right groups had so far 
claimed responsibility for last 
Saturday’s nail bomb explosion in 
a market street in Brixton, an area 
with a tar^ black population. 

“We are treating this as a racist 
crime," Detective Chief 
Superintendent John Bunn told a 
news conference. 

On Monday, the already known 
racist group Combat 18 claimed 
responsibility for the attack in 
which nearly 40 people were 
injured. 

Bunn revealed dial on the same 
daw three other far right groups had 
claimed responsibility. He did not 
name them. 

The group's name refers to the 
positions in the alphabet of Adolf 
Hitler's initials. 

Many community leaders in 
Brixton are convinced tbe bomb 
was directly aimed at the local 
black population. 

Bunn said police investigations 
were complicated by the possibility 


the area where the bomb went off 
in Brixton may not have been the 
original target. 

He said a bus broke down in the 
area before the explosion, and the 
bomber may have been a passen- 
ger- 
'll is possible the bomber got off 
die bus and was on his way some- 
where else,” Bunn sakL 

Bunn said that aside from Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) and 
Middle Eastern guerrilla attacks in 
the 1980s, there had been no simi- 
lar bomb explosions for “many 
years”. 

“MI5 has become involved in 
die inquiry," be said. 

The famed agency has responsi- 
bility for counter intelligence oper- 
ations in Britain. 

Racial tension in London rose 
sharply m February after an inqi^ 
slamme d police for their handling 
of a probe into die iatal stabbing six 
years ago of an 18-year-old black 
man, Stephen Lawrence. 

Police were accused of institu- 
tional racism and professional 
incompetence in fading to bring 
anyone ip justice despite investiga- 
tions of five prime suspects. 

Race riots ravaged Brixton in die 
1980s and were blamed on heavy- 
handed policing of the community. 


‘Yeltsin healthy 
enough to stay on’ 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin is 
healthy enough to stay in 
power even past the end of 
his presidential term in 
2000, his chief Kremlin doc- 
tor said in a newspaper inter- 
view published on Friday. 

“Boris Nikolayevich can- 
not run 10 kilometres and 
could not woik out with 200 
kilogramme weights... but 
he’s quite capable of some- 
thing else/’ Seigei Mironov 
told Komsomolskaya 
Pravda. 

Doubts about the presi- 
dent’s health are a constant 
political question in Russia, 
and rare interviews with his 
doctors often draw the atten- 
tion of those trying to guess 
Yeltsin's next move. 

Ill-health has forced 
Yeltsin to the sidelines for 
monihs, but be has been 
known to defy predictions 
and bounce back. In recent 
weeks he has increased his 
visibility and made a num- 
ber of strong statements 
against NATO air strikes on 
Kosovo, although he has 
still appeared slow-moving 


and hoarse-voiced. 

"Boris Nikolayevich's 
form today is good enough 
to let him carry on even 
beyond 2000," Mironov 
said. Yeltsin has said he 
would step down when his 
four-year second term ends. 

Mironov said Yeltsin, 68, 
has often been a difficult 
patient, ignoring advice that 
he work less hard. 

“First of all he is the presi- 
dent and therefore we can 
only recommend, not dic- 
tate, things to him,” 
Mironov said. “There is no 
doctor who has enough 
power to limit the length of 
the president’s working 
day.” Mironov said Yeltsin 
normally goes to bed at 
10.00 p.m., but he needs 
only between four and five 
hours of rest a day. He 
works for about 12 hours a 
day. 

"We think he should sleep 
for longer," he said. 

Yeltsin was taken to hospi- 
tal twice this year after suf- 
fering an acute bleeding 
stomach ulcer in January. He 
had heart surgery in 1 996. 


Pope challenges artists 
to inspire next millennium 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
John Paul n, a poet and play- 
wright as well as video star, is 
calling on men and women of the 
arts to join forces to chart a new. 
spiritual course for humanity in 
the next millennium. 

In a letter released by the 
Vatican on Friday, John Paul said 
he is counting on creative people 
to provide inspiration in a “new 
alliance" between the church and 
artists. 

Noting that he lives and works 
among some of the most splen- 
did masterpieces of all time — 
from Michelangelo and 
Raphael's artistry to architecture 
by Bernini in Sl Peter's Square 
— the Pope wrote thai the 
church’s dealings with the arts 
was steeped in time. 


"With this letter, 1 mm to you. 
the artists of the world, to assure 
you of my esteem and to help 
consolidate a more constructive 
partnership between an and the 
church." the Pontiff wrote. 

“On the threshold of the third 
millennium, my hope for all of 
you who are artists is that you 
will have an especially intense 
experience of creative inspira- 
tion," the Pope added. 

“May the beauty which you 
pass on to generations still to 
come be such that it will stir 
them to wonder." 

“Thanks to this enthusiasm, 
humanity, every time it loses its 
way, will be able to lift itself up 
and set out again on the right 
path/’ the letter said. 

A playwright and actor in his 


Polish youth, and a best-selling 
author and CD-video star after 
he became Pontiff, John Paul 
told artists he felt “closely linked 
by experiences reaching far back 
in time and which have indelibly 
marked my life.” 

John Paul said an could help 
reveal “the sacredness of life and 
of the human person." An Italian 
director, Ermanno Olmi, and a 
best-selling writer, Susanna 
Tamaro, were on hand to make 
public the papal letter. 

Tamaro. whose writings are 
imbued with musings on the role 
of faith in life and the author of a 
column in a widely read Italian 
weekly magazine, lamented that 
“artists don’t have any weight 
and are a kind of Indian reserva- 
tion" in society. 



More witnesses in Macau mob 
boss trial say they saw nothing 


MACAU (AP) — A reputed crime 
Q boss looked confident and relaxed 
as his trial wrapped up Friday, with 
witness after witness denying any 
knowledge of an alleged attempt to 
mthnidaie gaming table workers at 
Macau’s biggest casino. 

The lead judge acknowledged 
outside tbe courtroom that tbe 
prosecution was suffering some 
shortcomings in its case against 
wan Kuok-Koi. alias “broken 
Tooth Koi.” “Usually in cases like 
this, witnesses have a hard time 
coming forward." sad judge Joao 
Tonao, who is presiding over a 
foee-judge panel that win deliver 
verdicts Thursday. 

That is the problem." Torrao 
told a reporter. “What can we do 


without proof?" Wan, 44. is 
accused of coercing the Lisboa 
casino employees to stop working 
at a Chinese dominoes gaming 
table run by rival gambling figure 
Lau Wing-Kung. in hopes of harm- 
ing Lau's business. The coercion 
choree carries a penalty of up to 
jive years in prison. 

Malm's casinos have seen prof- 
its dwindle amid Asia’s economic 
crisis, and mobsters have been 
fighting hard over what's left ova 1 . 
Macau, which is about 64 km west 
of Hong Kong, reverts later this 
year from Portuguese to Chinese 
rule. 

Nobody called to testify on 
Friday seemed to knew anything 
about any mnmklan'on attempts by 


Win, who allegedly is a boss in 
Macau’s notorious I4k Chinese 
Triad gang. 

Tbe' prosecution played a video- 
tape from security cameras at the 
Lisboa that showed Wan and about 
10 other people moving through 
the casino's various gaming rooms. 
Later, Wan was shown along with 
a co-defendant, Leung Weng- 
Sang, who was filmed talking to 
workers at the gaining table. 

Leung also was shown picking 
up a metal money box and throw- 
ing it ante table. 

In closing arguments, prosecutor 
Manuel Ccxga said die tape proved 
his case, arguing dial in one seg- 
ment Wan’s gestures showed “thai 
everything was premediraied” 


An International Division of Mars 


Effemex Middle East is an international division of Mars Incorporated, responsible for die Middle East, North Africa and the Indian 
sub-continent Mars Inc. is a world leader in each of its main businesses - branded snackfoods, petcare, main meal foods, 
electronic automated payment systems and drinks vending. Effemex is a dynamic and fast growing business, and is the clear 
market leader in confectionery in the Middle East 

Effemex is also acknowledged as an excellent company to work for, with excellent training, career development, and rewards for 
our associates. 


SENIOR TECHNICIAN 
(ENGINEERING) 


Due to rapid business growth and completion of a new 
manufacturing plant in Jebel Ali Free Zone, Effemex is recruiting for 
three positions based In Dubai - Senior Technicians (Engineering). 
Two will be mechanically biased, and one electrically biased, 
although mufti-disciplinary experience would be an advantage in ali 
roles. 

Mam responsibilities include: 

■ To ensure the smooth and efficient operation of plant equipment 
through preventative maintenance activities. 

■ To organise and supervise installation of new plant and equipment 

■ To develop expertise in his/her allocated section of the plant. 

■ To support functions such as utilities and building services. 

■ To supervise and develop a team of key technicians. 

■ To identify and implement improvement projects. 

Candidates will have a practical engineering qualification, and will 
have at least 5 years previous employment fn a similar role. They will 
be hands-on technicians, who are flexible in their approach, are well 


organised, and can balance priorities within multiple projects. 
Computer literacy is preferred and for electrical candidates, solid 
knowledge of PLC programming would be a plus. 

In addition to both qualifications and experience, we will be placing 
great importance on personal qualities in making our final selection 
including: 

• planning and organising skills 

• trouble-shooting/problem-solving ability 

• commitment 

• ambition 

• communication skills 

• leadership style 

If you believe that you have the abilities to do this job and are 
attracted by the challenge, please apply to Tala Badri at 
Effemex Limited, RO. Box 17139, Dubai, UAE or fax your CV 
to (9714) 815324. 
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NATO’s new role 

AS NATO celebrates its 50th anniversary, the 
conflict over Kosovo threatens to turn into an 
ail-out war that might engulf the whole of the 
Balkan region. The war, which the West does 
not recognise as such, is putting NATO's identi- 
ty and sense of mission at stake. Since the end of 
the Cold War, NATO has been searching for a 
new role and identity. For a while, Islam 
replaced communism as a threat to the West 
But that “danger” soon went into an eclipse 
when it was realised that Islam as such does not 
really pose any threat to any civilisation or 
nation. 

Ethnic cl eansing and genocidai warfare waged 
by the Serbs against their fellow Bosnian 
Muslims in the mid- nineties and the subse- 
quent ethnic uprising in the former Yugoslavia 
provided NATO with a new set of circumstances 
that helped it find a new role for itself. It inter- 
vened militarily to stop the bloodshed in Bosnia 
and broker a peace deal at Dayton, Ohio 
between the fighting factions. 

The Kosovo crisis offered NATO another 
opportunity to assert itself in Europe. When 
NATO finally acted to stop another wave of eth- 
nic cleansing in the Balkans and the mass cold 
blooded killing of ethnic Albanians on moral 
grounds, it had set a precedent for itself as well 
as for the international community. While 
Belgrade and Moscow see in the NATO inter- 
vention an attempt to extend NATO's sphere of 
influence and destroy the only remaining com- 
munist state in eastern Europe, NATO capitals 
view their military strikes against Yugoslavia as 
a legitimate attempt to stop a naked affront on 
Western principles in the European continent 
itself. 

NATO has in effect changed from a purely 
defensive alliance into a machine intent on 
enforcing tbe principles of democracy and 
human rights and preventing crimes against 
humanity in the heartland of Europe. NATO 
issued repeated threats and ultimatums to 
Yugoslavia to stop its carnage to the extent that 
NATO's own credibility became at stake. When 
war broke out, it was clear from the start that 
NATO cannot lose the war. Belgrade should 
realise, therefore, that NATO cannot emerge 
from this war without a decisive victory. The 
prestige and credibility of NATO are at the core 
of the conflict and not only the crisis' moral and 
ethical dimensions. The international communi- 
ty it appears cannot rely only on the U.N. to stop 
war crimes and crimes against humanity. The 
international organisation has become literally 
paralysed in the face of the veto power of its 
live permanent members. As long as the 
Secunty Council cannot function properly, 
swiftly and effectively in the face of grave viola- 
tions of human rights and humanitarian law, 
there will always be a need for NATO to fill the 
vacuum. That's exactly what happened over the 
Kosovo conflict The irony in all this is that 
NATO is still not poised to intervene so forceful- 
ly elsewhere in the world where similar war 
crimes and crimes against humanity could 
occur. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

Al Ra'i's Kheiraliah Kheiraliah commented on the signifi- 1 
cxincc of recent developments in Kosovo. NATO is not going 
to want to lose its first war since it was established 50 yeans 
ago, and it will be ready to send ground forces to Kosovo as 
soon as the allies feel dial airstrikes have fulfilled their pur- 
pose. Kheiraliah said. Thus, airstrikes against Serbian forces, 
and attempts to destroy infrastructure will continue, “send- 
ing’ Yugoslavia back in time. Kheiraliah added. Iraq is 
aware of what is happening in Kosovo, and it should hastily 
be improving its internal situation, instead of “gambling” on 
Milosevic winning the war, said the writer. If any party in 
Baghdttd is interested in getting Iraq out of trouble, it should 
exploit the Kosovo war to launch a dialogue with the U.S.. 
as the most important thing to “rescue” the Iraqi people, 
even at the expense of the regime, he argued. 

Al Dustour's Oreib Rimawi commented on Prime Minister 
abdur-Ra'uf S. Rawabdeh's recent statements that Ionian's 
media is terrified and that it should be a voice for the whole 
nation and not only the government. Although the statement 
itself was not new. Rawabdeh's “tone of voice,” and his 
record :ire grounds tor optimism that the media situation will 
be improving, said Rimawi. The writer said that random 
appointments of many unqualified people and administra- 
tive incompetence have troubled the media's performance, 
and he agrees with Rawabdeh’s statement. Junior employees 
said officials should not be blamed, as the “successive gen- 
eral ions" of high-ranking officials have been responsible for 
the media’s problems, he added. In this respect, Jordan s 
official media shares the same problems as similar systems 
in the Arab World, where the official media suffers from tun- 
nel vision and “shyness.” and always fear “hot” topics and 
defend officials, according to Rimawi. The writer hoped that 
Rawabdeh's inclination to support and protect those who 
want to improve the media will be implemented. 


THE SYRIAN-JORDANIAN 
summit held last week was the 
crowning factor in the concerted 
campaign launched by His 
Majesty King Abdullah to 
straighten out Jordan's relations 
with the Arab World and give 
them an additional push, so that 
the Kingdom’s Arab brethren 
recognise Jordan's aim of main- 
taining a perfectly balanced rela- 
tionships. 

The King's ongoing Arab tour 
started with Egypt and took in 
Saudi Arabia, Oman, the United 
Arab Emirates and Libya in addi- 
tion to Syria. 

Other countries in the King’s 
itinerary include the rest of the 
Arab states in the Gulf as well as 
some in North Africa before he 
proceeds to Washington on his 
first trip there as the head of state 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan. 

The central theme throughout 
the King's talks with his Arab 
counterparts has been simple and 
straight: The state of peace 
between Jordan and Israel is the 
result of a strategic option adopt- 
ed by the Kingdom. While there 
cannot be any turning back from 
this, Jordan is committed to 
ensuring that its ties with Israel 
are not at the expense of its rela- 
tions with Arab countries and 


have no bearing whatsoever on 
the Kingdom’s Arab identity. 

Similarly, while Jordan is anx- 
ious to see an end to the suffering 
of the people of Iraq, it supports 
the Arab majority view that 
Baghdad should adhere to and 
implement the relevant United 
Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions as a condition for a total and 
complete end to the sweeping 
U.N. sanctions imposed on that 
country. However, Jordan also 
sees it as its Muslim. Arab and 
humanitarian obligation to do 
whatever it can to alleviate the 
suffering of the people of Iraq. 

That position should not be seen 
as support and endorsement of 
the policies and actions of the 
Iraqi regime. Jordan opposes any 
foreign intervention in the inter- 
nal affairs of Iraq, and believes 
that such meddling would only 
result in chaos and disaster — the 
dismemberment of that country 
would be catastrophic for the 
entire region. 

These were the central themes 
for King Abdullah's discussions 
with his Arab counterparts. And 
from what we have seen so far, it 
is clear that the message has not 
only been received loud and clear 
in the Arab World but has also 
drawn a highly positive response. 

The warmth of the welcome 


King Abdullah received in the 
Gulf, particularly the United Arab 
Emirates, whose leader Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahyan is 
known for his farsightedness and 
political acumen. 

Two other political heavy- 
weights in the region. King Fahd 
Ben Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia 
and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, have equally strongly 
accepted and endorsed King 
Abdullah's campaign to make 
clear Jordan’s political stands. 
And the enthusiasm with which 
Libyan leader Muamraar Qadhafi 
welcomed and treated King 
Abdullah in Libya was a forerun- 
ner for the crowning glory — the 
Monarch's visit to Damascus and 
talks with President Hafez Al 
Assad. 

One could delve deeper and 
analyse why and how Jordan is 
consolidating its relations with 
the Arab World. 

There are many in the region 
and outside who would argue that 
the late King Hussein had already 
made clear Jordan's positions to 
the Arab World, and the Arab 
leaders should have accepted it on 
good faith. 

But that is not the way things 
work in the Arab World. 

There are things that need to be 
done — and not be taken for 
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granted as having been accom- 
plished — and words that need to 
be said in person — and not be 
taken for granted as messages 
already conveyed. That principle 
and approach have been 
embraced by King Abdullah and 
hence his Arab tour — not to 
mention the very basic concept of 
paying bis respects to his Arab 
elders by visiting them in their 
homes. 

Assad was indeed seen as the 
most difficult among them all, 
given the strain in ties between 
Amman aod Damascus since the 
signing of the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty in October 1994 
against the backdrop of the basic 


difference in strategy in the peace 
process with Israel. But, as 
reported last week, Assad has 
come to terras with tbe reality of 
Jordan's strategic decisions and 
told King Abdullah that he was 
opening a new era in bilateral 
ties. 

We, in Jordan, have every rea- 
son to be jubilant about the suc- 
cess of our King in streamlining 
the country's relations at the Arab 
level — the ground for which was 
paved indeed by the Arab, region- 
al and international turnout for 
King Hussein's funeral. 

In fact, the warmth that greeted 
King Abdullah at every Arab cap- 
ital be visited is an emphatic Arab 
• recognition of the wisdom of his 
father’s decision to name him as 
the heir to the Hashemite Throne. 
Arab leaders have come to appre- 
ciate that King Hussein’s decision 
to -name Abdullah as his Crown 
Prince only a few days before his 
death did not come out of a vacu- 
um, but stemmed from his con- 
viction in the abilities and skills 
of his son. As such, the qualitative 
leap that Jordan’s relations with 
Arabs have taken is as much a 
testimony of King Hussein’s far- 
sightedness as the emergence of 
Abdullah's skills as a statesman 
and head of state fit to follow in 
the footsteps of his father. 


Terrified of the press law 


IN THE laid-back and relatively calm 
atmosphere of Jordan, exciting develop- 
ments are far and few in between. There 
are no presidents, for example, under 
attack for lying about their sexual adven- 
tures, as one would find in the U.S. This, 
however, is probably due to the fact that 
there aren’t even any presidents. Nor are 
there bombing campaigns or mass 
expulsions of ethnic minorities, as is cur- 
rently the case in Europe. People are 
always asking me aboulthe state of my 
affairs, and I usually have to answer that 
things are about the same. Last week, 
however, a bombshell of sorts knocked 
me out of my comfortable, if somewhat 
staid, routine. An announcement was 
made that cut right to the heart of the 
human experience, or at least ihe experi- 
ence of those humans involved in jour- 
nalistic matters in Jordan. Tbe official 
Jordanian media. Prime Minister Abdur- 
Ra’uf S. Rawabdeh revealed on one 
recent afternoon, sucks. 

The good premier didn't use that term, 
of course. A “terrified department” that 
lacks creativity and the ability to accu- 
rately convey useful information is the 
phrase he used to describe the media. 
But the meaning is the same. And. in any 
event, whether one prefers assessing the 
media’s performance in Rawabdeh's 
terms, which are more descriptive, or 
mine, which are more blunt and, I 
believe, more accurate, the country’s 
information organs, including radio, 
television and newspapers, are in a sorry 
state. 

It's not difficult for any reasonable per- 
son to reach die same conclusion that 
Rawabdeh and I have. Television pro- 
gramming is full of trite, boring shows. 
Print media focuses more on what 
prominent figures attending such-and- 
such meeting rather than what was dis- 
cussed or agreed upon. Jordan 
Television's Channel Three mysterious- 
ly broadcasts for a few hours per week 
before disappearing off the airwaves, 
lending it the appearance of a pirate sta- 
tion operated by a bored, rich, nerdy 


teenager in Abdoun rather than a bona 
fide channel. Every outlet, wherever one 
looks, is apparently affected' by this 
media malaise. Rawabdeh's bold procla- 
mation hopeful will serve as the opening 
shot in the war to salvage the official 
information outlets from ignominious 
doom. 

However, it is difficult to believe that 
the media could have sunk to such lows 
without warning in a manner so sudden 
so as to preduck; government action. If. 
in fact the media is in dire straights, as 
the prime minister and I believe, then 
previous governments, as the sponsors 
of official information outlets, deserve 
full blame, at the very least for gross 
incompetence but probably for being 
active agents in such mediocrity. 
Interference in the affairs of newspapers 
and stations, failure to divulge vital 
information for the public record, vari- 
ous officials who. in addition to their 
duties in the government, take upon 
themselves the roles of English teacher, 
Arabic transliterator, and editor, and var- 
ious other acts cut into journalistic 
integrity. 

One also wonders what agent, real or 
imaginary, caused the media to become 
“terrified.” It is possible, of course, that 
the media is “terrified” by some irra- 
tional factor, much like some young chil- 
dren are frightened of the dark, but let's, 
as the blunt saying goes, cut die crap. If 
the media is terrified, it is for a very real 
reason, and this reason has a name: the 
Press and Publications Law. Suppose, 
for instance, that I write an article which 
warns of possible risks to the value of the 
Jordanian dinar. In such case, I face the 
threat of prison and/or fines, because 
anything that can be construed as harm- 
ing die national currency’ is an offence 
under this law (Article 42, paragraph 
12). This is tantamount to sending a doc- 
tor to jail for giving a patient a worrying 
diagnosis. Lex’s try another scenario: an 
article with my byline urges all people 
who believe that the' earth is flat to meet 
in a local cafe to discuss means of coun- 
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tering propaganda issued by “round- 
earthers.” In this case, the editorial staff 
risk imprisonment and/or fines, since 
publishing anything that incites “public 
gatherings'’ violates Article 42, para- 
graph 14. The media has a right to be ter- 
rified, because anything published can 
be used against diem in a court of law. 

This is tbe state of the official media 
here in Jordan. Tbe situation as it is 
needs more than a “frank” assessment of 
what is wrong, because evejyone knows 
there are major problems. Practical 
steps, such as scrapping the press law, 
should be taken to end the ‘terror’’ and 
mediocrity afflicting journalists. And a 
little more pay wouldn't hurt either. 
Failure to move beyond simplistic diag- 
noses is just like the pot calling the kettle 
black. 

RECOMMENDED READING: 
Angela's Ashes, by Frank McCourt \ 
Irish eyes aren't smiling in Ms novel, ! 
which recounts the author^ childhood 
in the city of Limerick. McCourt pre- 
sents one comical episode of his life 
after another, aU against the backdrop 
of unmitigated misery and poverty in 
ihe 1940s and 50s in Ireland. The 
■author hits every emotion in Angela's 
Ashes with his account of bullying 
schoolmasters, perpetual hunger and 
(he English. 


The Turkish and Algerian elections 


By George S. Hishmeh 

WASHINGTON — The disappointment 
in the results of the national election in 
Algeria, shared worldwide, lies primarily 
not only in the fact thru it dealt a serious 
blow to the democracy-aspiring Algerians 
but it also contributed to tbe stereotypical 
image here of the Middle East In other 
words, the military reigns supreme in most 
Arab states. But, strangely, this is not the 
predominant view of the other noteworthy 
election that took place this week at the 
eastern end of the Mediterranean. The sig- 
nificant role of the military in the just-con- 
cluded Turkish election was remotely 
touched upon in the various analyses 
offered here. 

In fact Mom Yacoubiaru a prominent 
independent consultant who is currently at 
tbe State Department attributed the differ- 
ence in perception to the belief that Turkey 
unlike Algeria, has done “a much better 
job” at handling in a constitutional manner 
the role of tbe military. This may be the 
case, but there are many others who were 
not comfortable with the way the Turkish 
generals, known for their sympathy 
toward Israel and cognisant of their part- 
nership with NATO, dealt with the 
Islamists. 

“Elections are not the only measure of a 
democracy," says Holly Cartnen executive 
director of the Europe and Central Asia 
division of Human Rights Watch here. 
“Some of Turkey’s laws seriously infringe 
upon the right to free expression that is 
guaranteed under international law and are 
a sign that democracy and respect for 
human rights have a long way to go in 


Turkey.” 

Arbitrary and senseless laws are serious- 
ly impinging on free expression in Turkey, 
a study released by Human Rights Watch 
on April 15 said. Journalists risk fines, 
imprisonment, or worse if they write about 
such subjects as the role of Islam in poli- 
tics and society. Turkey's ethnic Kurdish 
minority, the conflict in south-eastern 
Turkey, or the proper role of the military in 
government and society. 

In the days ahead. Algerian President- 
elect Abdelaziz Bouteflika will be needing 
more than his xknowledged charisma and 
eloquence, which have served to bring 
about an air of nostalgia in the country 
reminding some Algerians of tbe heady 
days under Houari Boumedienne when 
Bouteflika danced his hour upon the world 

stage as his country's flamboyant foreign 
minister. 

As the other candidates, Bouteflika 
talked during the campaign about national 
reconciliation and dialogue. But he will 
probably need a magician's wand to rein in 
tbe jobless Algerian youth, who are said to 
number 70 per cent of tbe population, and, 
as he put it. ‘To definitely turn die sombre 
pages of our history to work for a new era.” 

The abrupt decision of the six opposition . 
candidates to pufl out of the race on tbe eve 
of the election has dealt Bouteflika a hol- 
low victory, especially as suspected he 
may not be able to cany on without the 
dictates of the squabbling generals. 

The challenge to the regime by the so- 
called Group of Six. will be tested on April 
26, (he date they set for nationwide 
protests. More importantly, their action 
may decide whether the six opposition 


leaders can maintain their coalition after 
their surprise decision on tbe eve of tbe 
polling. 

Bouteflika should not count for long on 
the significant support of the moderate 
Islamist groups, who like the anti-estab- 
lishment leaders can also stand up to the 
machinations of the army-led regime. 

Nevatheless, the nay-saying, if properly 
channelled, may lend some credence to 
the authority of this second civilian presi- 
dent since the country won its national 
independence from the French in 1962; 
the first was Ahmed Ben Bella who was 
ousted in 1965. The opposition groups can 
serve as the “loyaT opposition and mark 
the beginning of tbe end of the rule of the 
generals from behind the scenes. There is 
no question that the country has had 
enough bloodshed — 75,000 were lolled 
since 1992 — and is grasping for some 
fresh air. 

Lacking a power base, Bouteflika has 
limited options by which he can gain legit- 
imacy particularly if the 60 per cent 
turnout, as claimed by tbe government, 
proves fraudulent. His only road to salva- 
tion may be in instituting urgent economic 
reforms forthwith and unloading some of 
the state enterprises. 

In Turkey as in Algeria, die election has 
not categorically resolved the rifts within 
the country and has foiled to provide the 
immediate stability that is so urgently 
needed at tbe two ends of die 
Mediterranean. 

ft may not be surprising if tiie two coun- 
tries may once again seek another public 
referendum before settling on a miner 
course. 


Time for change 
in the media 


Compiled by 
Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Columnists last week 
commented on Prime 
Minister Abdur Ra'uf S. 
Rawabdeh's criticisms of 
the official media. They 
also discussed the current 
changes in the media. 

Al Arab Al Yawm’s 
Mohammad Subeihi com- 
menting on Rawabdeh’s 
remarks, said the Prime 
minister is entering a 
horse race riding a mule. 
Rawabdeh is mistaken if 
he thinks he can inject 
courage in Jordan’s media ; 
by mocking it for not 
being bold enough to pre- 
sent the other side’s point 
of view, -said Subeihi. 
Rawabdeh is mistaken on 
three points: First, 
boldness and 
initiatives are 
a gifts from 
God and 
Rawabdeh 




expect 
officials 
to sudden- 
ly have tal- 
ents, said 
the writer. 

Secondly, acting 
with courage which 
does not exist would kill 
the remaining credibility 
of the official media, 
which will be negatively 
reflected on the govern- 
ment's credibility, said 
Subeihi. Third, the prime 
minister cannot blame the 
failure of official media 
on its financial state, 
because listening to oth- 
ers' opinions does not 
need more than self-confi- 
dence and a political deci- 
sion to open the space for 
the other to express their 
opinions concerning caus- 
es of common interest, 
said Subeihi. 

Al Arab Al Yawm’s 
Salameh Ne’mat said 
repeated governments, not 
the media leaderships, 
were terrified and power- 
less when faced with 
demands for reform and 
political openness. The 
old mentality in the offi- 
cial media leadership is 
still the same, except for 
one or two names, said 
Ne’raat. The govern- 
ment’s latest move to 
change its media leader- 
ships was dominated by 
these same old mentali- 
ties. How could a person 
who failed for 10 years be 
a success all of a sudden, 
asked the writer. The 
writer charged that the 
current changes in the 
media leaderships will not 
meet expectations, 
because the head of any 
particular media institu- 
tion will not be able .to 
make a significant change 
unless be is able to 
replace incompetent staff 
by professionals. And if 


he cannot pay well quali- 
fied media experts as 
much as other Arab and 
foreign media institutions, 
he will only find failures 
who were unable to find 
themselves a place in 
these satellite channels, 
said Ne'rnaL Most impor- 
tantly, how could a head 
of a department identify a 
good writer from a bad if 
he himself cannot write a 
competent news item, said 
Na'raaL Even if he can 
recognise the good from 
the bad, he will prefer not 
to. recruit professionals 
out of fear for his office, 
added the writer, 

Al Ra’i's Sultan Hatab 
said all official media 
problems can be solved 
only with a real political 
will to make the 
required 

changes. The 
country has 
many 
qualified 
people, 
and 
many 
others 
have been 
forced to 
leave the 
country for 
lack of incentives. 
Hundreds of qualified 
Jordanians have been 
headhunted by Arab and 
international satellite sta- 
tions who provided them 
the incentives that the 
government was unable to 
provide, said Hatab. Was 
it, asked Hatab, the inten- 
tion of successive govern- 
ments to weaken tbe 
media in order not to be 
criticised or share authori- 
ty? The writer called on 
the prime minister to pur- 
sue his efforts in upgrad- 
ing the local media per- 
formance and follow up 
his decision before it is 
.shelved. He also urged 
Rawabdeh to protect the 
official media from the 
“too many hands." which 
interfere where they 
shouldn’t Different par- 
ties interfere in everything 
the official media broad- 
cast starting with songs up 
to news bulletins, and this 
is the main reason for the 
media's current failure, 
charged Hatab. 

Al Dustour’s Ib rahim 
Ajlouni called on the gov- 
ernment to be selective in 
recruiting people and not 
depend on personal pref- 
erences. He said the 
Kingdom has scores of 
well-qualified media 
experts but the govern- 
ment needs to provide 
them with the proper 
atmosphere and incen- 
tives, and security from 
any harm. The writer 
expressed hope that' 
Rawabdeh’s criticism of 
the official media would 
be the first step towards 
fundamental . changes in 
the media. 
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Old rifts reopen in Germany over Kosovo 


By Douglas Bus vine 

Reuters 

SHAPED LIKE the hands of a supplicant 
pleading for mercy, the ruins of Dresden's 
Frauenkirche (Our Lady) church, smashed by 
a devastating allied air raid in 1945, stood for 
decades as a symbol of the senselessness of 
war. 

The ISth century baroque masterpiece is 
being rebuilt — again to embody a longing for 
peace and tolerance, as well as the comin° 
together of east and west Germany into a 
reunited nation after the fall of the Berlin wall. 

But, as the Frauenkirche takes shape, Ger- 
mans again find themselves divided over 
NATO's bombing against Yugoslavia aimed at 
forcing President Slobodan Milosevic to end 
the killing and expulsion of majority Muslim 
ethnic Albanians from Kosovo. 

History has turned full circle now that Ger- 
many’s leaders have committed forces in the 
country’s first offensive military action since 
World War II to combat the brand of “ethnic 
cleansing” perfected by Adolf Hiller’s Nazi 
war machine. 

And it is the people who suffered most from 
defeat in 1945 and the division and Commu- 
nist repression which followed who most 
strongly oppose the campaign of aerial bom- 
bardment less than two hours flight away in 
Yugoslavia. 

"The Kosovo war is not only an ethnic, but 
also a religious conflict, it is wrong to use 
weapons to fight a religious war,” said 59-year- 
old Rudolf Quaiser, who works for the founda- 
tion raising funds to rebuild the Frauenkirche. 


Out on the street in front of the church, most 
locals also oppose NATO’s air campaign. 

“We're afraid the war might come to us," said 
Wunhild SeidI, a 55-year-old laboratory work- 
er. ’T watch the news on television and some- 
times I can’t sleep at night” “I have great 
doubts over whether bombing Yugoslavia will 
achieve anything — although 1 must admit 1 
can’t think of a better solution" said Anja Ack- 
ermann, a 27-year-old theatre design student 
pushing her baby in a pram. 

An elderly man, a naval veteran of World 
War □, said in contrast that there was no clear 
alternative to the air strikes. 

But, he added: “the problem can't be solved 
with bombs alone." 

Opinion polls show more than 60 per cent of 
East Germans oppose the NATO raids, while a 
similar proportion in the West backs the oper- 
ations. 

“It is a consequence of the long-term indoc- 
trination, not just of East Germans but of West- 
erners too. The stereotypes are breaking out 
into the open.” Manfred Guellner, managing 
director of the Forsa Polling Institute, told 
Reuters. 

Pollsters say support for the air strikes is 
volatile and fell after NATO admitted its 
bombs had killed civilian refugees. 

But public backing for air strikes rises when 
television shows picrures of refugees who have 
fled Kosovo, telling harrowing stories of 
Yugoslav atrocities. 

But Germans in both the East, where NATO 
was the enemy for nearly half a century, and 
the West are united in opposing any escalation 
of the alliance offensive to include the deploy- 


7 would like to know 
whether the 
Americans will really 
put on the pressure for 
ground troops... The 
Germans won’t go 
along with that’ 


ment of German ground troops to expel 
Yugoslav forces from Kosovo. 

“Public opinion is stable: there is a dear 
rejection of the deployment of ground troops 
as part of any expansion of NATO’s opera- 
tions,” said Richard Hilmer. managing director 
of the polling group Infratest Dimap. 

That is forcing chancellor Gerhard Schroed- 
er’s government into a political high- wire act 
— by turns assuring NATO allies of Ger- 
many’s miliuuy solidarity while doing all it 
can to broker a peace deal. 


Veteran security expert Egon Bahr, a former 
foreign policy aide to Social Democrat chan- 
cellors Willy Brandt and Helmut Schmidt, said 
a crunch for the Bonn coalition could come if 
the United States does indeed call to send in 
ground troops. 

“I would like to know whether the Americans 
will really put on the pressure for ground 
troops,” he told Reuters. “The Germans won’t 
go along with that. 

“It requires the support of parliament, and 
there is no party in parliament which would 
back sending in ground troops." Since the cri- 
sis escalated a month ago, Schroeder's person- 
al popularity, and that of his Foreign Minister 
Joschka Fischer, has soared. 

Schroeder, in particular, has managed to cast 
off the image of a slick but superficial “cash- 
mere chancellor” and assume a more serious, 
statesmanlike role, pollsters say. 

The picture is more mixed, however, for the 
two parties they lead. While the electoral 
research group puts Schroeder’s Social 
Democrats level with the opposition Christian 
Democrats at 41 per cent, another poll by 
Infnnest Dimap puts the SPD on 35 per cent — 
far behind the CDU’s 43 per cent. 

Surveys put the Greens on between five and 
six per cent — barely above the threshold 
needed to win election to parliament. 

That could be bad news for the governing 
parties if the Kosovo crisis drags on for weeks, 
or even months, with a series of regional state 
polls looming during the course of this year. 

Four of the six state elections are in the east, 
in Brandenburg, Thuringia and Saxony — 
whose capital is Dresden — as well as the cap- 


ital of the newly -proclaimed “Berlin Republic” 
proclaimed by Schroeder in the renovated 
Reichstag Iasi Monday. 

A poor run of results would dash Schroeder’s 
hopes of winning back control of parliament's 
upper house which he lost following a rout in 
Hesse earlier this year. 

The Greens, which grew out of the cold war 
peace movement to enter national government 
for the first time last year, are also at odds over 
the Kosovo crisis. 

Fischer abandoned his strict pacifist stance 
following the 1995 Srebrenica massacre, in the 
closing stages of the Bosnian war. and lias 
managed to cam 1 the support of most Greens 
deputies for Germany’s participation in the 
NATO air strikes. 

But several leading Greens — among them 
junior environment minister Gila Altmann — 
have since called for an immediate end to the 
NATO action. The Greens face more wrench- 
ing debate in the run-up to a party conference 
on May 1 3. 

Analysts say they cannot rule out a collapse 
in Schroeder's six-month-old coalition as a 
result of the Greens in-fighting. 

But. for now at least. Fischer seems to he 
able to appeal over the heads of his party col- 
leagues to command the support of voters. He 
issued a direct appeal on Wednesday, warning 
in a front-page newspaper interview of a threat 
to the coalition. 

“He has unbelievable support among Greens 
voters. That is hugely important for his stand- 
ing.” Hilmer said. 

“But there will continue to be conflicts 
among the Greens — that is the great danger 


Turkish women torn on headscarf politics 


By Etif Unal 

Reuters 

SUNA AND Gulten are both married 
women with children, former teachers 
with the same gentle but confident 
manner. The suspicion dividing them 
cuts like a knife through Turkish soci- 
ety. 

Gulten Celik wears a headscarf, an 
elegant, colourful, silk scarf fastened 
at die chin by a pin to hide her hair 
and forehead. 

On the streets of any Western city 
this might go unremarked, but in 
Turkey the scarf can be a potent state- 
ment, not only of Muslim faith but 
also of commitment to another, alien 
older. 

“Women in headscarves look to me 
ugly and strange, like penguins,” says 
56-year-old Suna Demirkaya. “If they 
don't like our system they should go 
to Iran. I'd pay for their ticket." Suna 
wears her scarf draped fashionably 
around her neck, her hair is dyed 
blonde, make-up applied with subtle- 
ty. Gulten eschews makeup as 
immodest and wears a Jong, loose 
coat to envelop her body. Suna choses 
a smart knee-length skin. 

Now retired, Suna is alarmed by 
what she sees as the inroads of Islam 
into everyday life and politics. 

She cherishes an image of a “mod- 


7 was a very keen 
teacher, but I had 
to leave the school 
because I was 
forbidden to wear 
my headscarf’ 


em” Turkey leaving behind all sym- 
bols of the theocratic Ottoman order 
abolished 75 years ago by Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk, the secularist founder 
of the Republic of Turkey. She fears, 
like others, the advent of a new order, 
perhaps even a Sharia law regime, 
that will rob her of Western freedoms 
and independence. 

Gulten, 48, who campaigned for 
victory for the Islamist Virtue Party at 
elections last week, seems to her to 
embody that threat. 

For her part, Gulten sees herself as 


victim of a “senseless” secularist 
campaign of persecution that forces 
her kind from educational and other 
state bodies. Under the constitution 
religion and religious symbols are 
barred from public life. 

Gulten, now bead of the Virtue 
Women's Branch, was forced to leave 
teaching during a previous campaign 
against headscarves. 

“I was a very keen teacher, but I had 
to leave the school because I was for- 
bidden to wear my headscarf... But I 
have never really stopped working. 
Along with my husband, I tell people 
of our holy reugion. At the same time. 
I've learnt Arabic " Gulten would be 
hard put to convince secularist 
authorities -that her silk scarf has no 
political meaning. 

“Why do people fear us so? Have 
we carried out any terrorist attacks, 
have we tried to change the system? If 
we cover ourselves, die main reason 
is that the Koran orders that practice 
and we obey... Of course as women 
you want to look beautiful and the 
scarves really suit us. 

Suna, sipping a fruit juice, sees no 
reason to trust Gulten and her kind. 
There is too much at stake. She 'lakes 
solace, however, in the vigilance of 
the secularist army. 

“The duty of the Turkish armed 
forces is to protect this republic,” she 


says. “The army is the only one that 
takes this very, very seriously. I don’t 
see any politicians defending the 
republic. They're just after votes.” 
Less than two years ago the army 
used its considerable influence to 
edge Turkey’s first Islamist govern- 
ment from power. 

The Islamist Welfare Party, which 
had campaigned on promises of a new 
Islamist economic order and pursued 
close ties with radical Arab states 
such as Libya, was later banned and 
Virtue, biggest grouping in the old 
parliament, emerged in its place. 

Prosecutors are pushing to ban 
Virtue, which campaigns now as a 
mass party drawing strong support 
from the poor, on allegations that it 
seeks an Islamic state on Turkish soil. 

Gulten hints at hopes that Virtue 
leaders would never express publicly; 
that the 20 per cent Islamist support at 
1 995 elections will find its echo in the 
ranks of the conscript army. 

The generals might then be forced 
to review their attitudes to Virtue. 
With this could come a second taste 
of power. 

“We assess the military as the home 
of the Prophet Mohammad," says 
Gulten. The general staff, however, is 
vigorous in purging all proselytisers 
from the barracks and has made it 
clear it would not brook a virtue gov- 


‘Women in 
headscarves look 
to me ugly and 
strange, like 
penguins’ 


emmenL 

Gulten and Suna acknowledge com- 
mon ground in their lives. 

Both indeed are Muslims, both want 
a united Turkey free of violence on 
the streets and in the home. Both were 
married in religious ceremonies, 
come from “modem" secularist fami- 
lies and are strongly influenced by 
their spouses. 

“ My husband and I share political 
views,” says Suna. 

"If I’d married someone else. I 
might have been in another position" 


says Gulten. “My views might have 
been quite different 

Headscarves could explode into a 
constitutional issue in the new parlia- 
ment meets, as Virtue is for the first 
Lime returning young women who 
cover their heads’ 

Virtue, whose sober programme 
contrasts sharply with the Islamist 
rhetoric of old Welfare, is fully aware 
their arrival to take the parliamentary 
oath in a headscarf will be seen by 
many as violating the secularist spirit 
of the constitution. 

Arguments that the scarf is a pri- 
vate, not political matter may cut no 
ice here. 

The truth is, the scarf in Turkey is 
what the wearer wants it to be. For the 
few who wear it on the streets of cen- 
tral Istanbul it may be only a conve- 
nience or even a fashion accessory', 
for others a display of piety. 

For some, undoubtedly, this piety 
provides a rare and welcome opportu- 
nity for open public defiance of a con- 
stitutionally guaranteed secularist 
order. It is political. 

The secularist state obliges in this 
joust by banning the scarf and its 
wearer at every turn. Sanction head- 
scarves, runs the argument, and 
Ataturk’s republic may drown in a 
creeping tide of religious bigotry 
within a generation. 


NFL CONTENDERS 


By Alan P. Olschwang, Huntington Beach, California 


ACROSS 
1 Radflc Island 
group 

6 Swedish singers 
10 Diversify 
14 Trade association 

19 Higher 

20 Historic times 

21 Shelterward 

22 Pakistan’s 
neighbor 

23 ‘Rebel without a 
Cause" co-star 

24 Ans. 

25 Turner of "Peyton 
Place" 

26 Rectify 

27 Topping containing 
f shallots 

30 Moves quietly 

31 Helper: abbr. 

32 Paese cheese 

33 Pay dose 
attention 

35 Paddle 
37 Separated 
40 Longest or 
shortest day 
44 NASA’s _ 
Laboratory 

49 Ruby of "Peyton 
Place" 

50 Newsman Rather 

51 Type of general 

52 Give thumbs up 
54 Pursuit 

56 Assn. 

57 Tooth: pref. 

59 Lanka 

60 Parish clergyman 

61 "_ Dream," 
Lohengrin aria 

64 Travels by glider 
66 Sacker 
68 Military trainee 

70 Ordinal ending 

72 "A Generation of 
Vipers" writer 

73 Nationalistic 
77 Second crop of 

hay In one season 
79 Choir section 

83 Delon and Prost 

84 Table protector 

86 House of 

SB Pindar poem 

89 George of 
"Chofifs* 

90 "Butterfield 8‘ co- 
star Dina 

92 Disinclination to 
act 

95 Drag something 
heavy 

96 Youth org. 


98 Consequences 
100 Prehistoric period 

103 'Peer Gynt" 
playwright 

104 Ten Conf. 

105 Arranged in rows 

107 Paulo, Brazil 

109 Cause to stop 
113 Bring into 

harmony 

116 1,2, or 3. etc. 

■ 120 Jean Baker 

121 Traditional stories 

122 Clinton Attorney 
General 

123 Covered with a 
smoky residue 

124 Look scornfully 

125 Son of Aphrodite 

126 Prayer closer 

127 Kashmir river 
126 Syrian leader 

129 Lions' lairs 

130 Painful 

131 Piufldent 

DOWN 

1 Brazilian dance in 
duple time 

2 " Irish Rose" 

3 Van Duyn and 
Washboume 

4 Outdoes 

5 Semi-etemityT 

6 Eagle's nest 

7 City on the Oder 
B First second, or 

third, e.g. 

9 SmaJI vipers 

10 Appraisers 

11 Interjection of 
regret 

12 Taylor and Adores 

13 Affirmative vote 

14 Big redwood 

15 Not proper 

16 Cartoon light buib 

17 Connection 

18 Fathers 

28 Overseas 

29 Anchor position 

30 One-and-only 
34 FOcal point 
36 Knack 

38 Riodela__ 

39 Seek 

41 Just right 

42 Soc ial class 

43 Join In 

44 San , CA 

45 Chemical 
compound 

46 Gumshoes 

47 Lock In the dials 

48 North of Paris? 

53 Observer 
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55 One of the 
archangels 
58 Walk of an eye 
60 US. Amy rank 

62 Brtterty pungent 

63 Swiss dog 

65 Ocean passage: 
abbr. 

67 Business agent 
69 Spanish couple? 
71 Stacy ofthe LPGA 

73 Ratchet latches 

74 Native Alaskan 

75 'Last _ in Paris" 
78 John Dickson or 

Vikki 

78 "The Right Stuff- 
writer 
B0 Ozdog 

81 Chief Norse god 

82 Yellow and Black 
85 Female Benedict 

Arnold 

87 Uke detachable 
parts 


90 Sages 

91 Fix firmly In: var. 

93 Greek vowel 

94 City on the James 
River 

97 "Smooth 

Operator" singer 
99 More irrational 

101 Capital of New 
Caledonia 

102 Curtain call 
106 Home-run king 
108 By oneself 

110 Dwelling 

111 Slacken 

112 Lover's get- 
together 

113 Latin handle 

114 2,000-pound 
weights 

115 very French 

117 Pension $$ 

118 "Nautilus* captain 

119 VOA group 
121 Went first 


Laat Sunday's Crossword SoTvsd 


nsna □□nna aiaaaa mnaa 
naan aHnan naHaa bbob 
nODODODEJHU QEQQB BDBB 
□arnin QEQQEa □□□□ansa 

□□HQ □□□□QQ 0D3BEJQ 
nnoopLi □□annaa mnn 
maaonaannHaas □□□□□□□ 
□an nnnmna onmEnnao 
□auno □□□ oniiHEi hehh 
□□□□□bbb □□□□□ □□□□□□ 
□ana aanno good 
□□□□□□ □□□□□ HnQaaQBQ 

aacia Qaaaci ana snann 
□tnannaaoj saamEH □□□ 
□□□□□□□ □aonnaananaaB 
ana □mnonraB □□□□□□ 

□□EBB oaosna QLinU 

HDanQQBa Honaoa annuo 
anmo onnaci nsGunaninoEn 
□□BQ BBBoa ratnanQ □□□□ 

□□□□ DQQCJB 0QHHQ □□□□ 




Period of sale: 


Location: 

Item to be sold: 


Inspection and bidding should be from: 

Monday 26th until Thursday 29th April, 1 999 
From 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

SIEMENS AG - JORDAN BRANCH’S 
warehouse in Yadoudah area 


1- SKODA COMBI GLX station wagon vehicle 

1 300cc engine with air-condition, AM/FM radio cassette and central 
lock. Model 1997 

2- KIA CONCORD GTX 

2000cc engine with power steering, power windows, air-condition, 
central lock and power antenna. Model 1994. 

3- HYUNDAI VAN 

2500cc engine, 6 seater, with AM/FM radio cassette. Model 1997 

4- KIA SEPHIA SLX 

1500cc engine with air-condition, AM/FM radio. Model 1996 

5- THREE STAR PICK UP 

3300cc engine, five-speed. Overall dimension: L528Qmm W2040 H2100, 
wheelbase 2800mm. Cargo deck inside: L3995mm Wl 860 H400. 

Model SXZ10413. Year of make 1996 
Quantity: Three pick ups 

Conditions of sale: 

* Sale is conducted by sealed bid. 

* All property is sold on as-is, where is, non-returnable basis for cash 
payment without refund or warranty. 

* Bid forms will be available at location of sale. 

" All items will be available for inspection at location of sale. 

* Sale will be to the highest bid and in JD cash only. A refundable 
deposit of 10% of the total bid is required at time of bid in cash JD only. 

* All bids must be deposited in lock box by 12:00 p.m. Thursday 29th 
April, 1999. 

* All property must be paid for and removed by successful bidder 
Monday 3rd May, 1999. 

* If not removed by successful bidder on May 3rd, 1 999 a storage fee of 
JD50.000 per day for each item will be imposed. 


For further Information please contact 
Mr. Abdel Al-Rahman Nasser at telephone No. 5621303 


SAMAR HOTEL 


Ma’daba Street 


To Ma’daba 


AJ Yadouda Customs 
Bonded 
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World Bank says poor still getting poorer I Sy rian exports slide further in 1998 
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WASHINGTON (R) — 
The world's poorest are 
getting poorer, even as the 
global economy begins to 
shake off the effects of the 
Asian financial crisis, the 
World Bank said on Thurs- 
day. 

World Bank President 
James Wolfensohn told a 
news conference that the 
number living below the 
poverty line of $1 per day 
has Increased in real terms 
because developing country 
economic growth has fallen 
below rates of population 
growth. 

“‘We are down to about 
1 .5 per cent (output) growth 
in our range of countries 
this year, down from 4.7 
per cent growth two years 
ago," Wolfensohn said. 
“And 1 .5 per cent growth in 
gross domestic 

product, when you have 3-4 
per cent growth in popula- 
tion. has an obvious impact 
on per capita income." 

Wolfensohn said weak 
commodity prices, which 
many poor countries rely 
on for income, have made 
matters worse. 

“Although the crisis, in 
broad economic terms, 
iooks as though it is turning 
around next year, you have 
to say that until we see a 
pick-up of commodity 
prices ... we still have a real 
development issue prob- 
lem.” he said. 

The World Bank has 
already approved teas of 
billions of dollars in loans 
to help countries in Asia 
and elsewhere recover from 
fhe crisis that started in 
Thailand in July 1997 and 


spread rapidly around the 
world. 

At the same time, it is 
attempting to ease the debt 
burden for the world’s most 
heavily indebted countries 
and ensure that the crisis 
does not make countries 
reverse progress on social 
issues like health care and 
education. 

Wolfensohn said the 
World Bank had already 
committed $2 billion to the 
heavily indebted poor 
countries (HIPCi initiative, 
which rewards debtor states 
with strong economic 
reform programmes by for- 
giving up to SO per cent of 
their debt. 

But expanding the pro- 
gramme would more than 
double the costs, he added. 

“With the new plans (the 
World Bank's commitment) 
could reach $4.5 billion." 
he said. “I don't know 
where we can find (the 
additional money) unless 
we get help from share- 
holders," Wolfensohn told 
the press conference. 

He rejected criticism that 
the programme offered 
countries too tittle debt 
relief. “I actually think 
HIPC is a triumph." the 
World Bank chief stressed. 

Critics have called the 
HIPC plan “too little, too 
late,” and a joint report 
from the bank and the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) admits that the initia- 
tive may not reduce debt 
payments significantly. 

Charities such as Oxfam 
say tough IMF criteria for 
qualifying for the plan 
exclude many countries and 


slow the process by years 
for others. 

Alternative plans put for- 
ward by the group of seven 
(G-7) industrialised nations 
have also come under fire. 
Hie debt issue will be dis- 
cussed next week at the 
IMF/World Bank meetings 
in Washington and at the G- 
7's June summit in 
Cologne. 

Republican James Leach, 
chairman of the powerful 
House Banking Committee, 
told a news conference that 
excessive debt burdens 
robbed poor countries' citi- 
zens of the right to equal 
access to education and 
health care. 

“When you have societies 
where over half of govern- 
ment revenues go to debt 
payment, and in some cases 
more than the national 
income, you have countries 
where there is virtually no 
chance of social mobility,” 
he said. 

Leach said he had pro- 
posed a plan going further 
than debt relief legislation 
from the Clinton adminis- 
tration which would cost 
every American $2.50 a 
year for the next three 
years, a small price to pay 
to reduce “grievous 
inequality,” he said. 

The world's 40 most 
indebted countries owe 
about $200 billion. 

Meanwhile, officials at 
international lending agen- 
cies said on Friday that 
their flagship debt relief 
programme to help the 
world's most debt-ridden 
countries has failed to live 
up to expectations and 


needs much work. 

The IMF and World Bank 
were working to strengthen 
the heavily indebted poor 
countries initiative and fend 
off criticism, said Tony 
Boote, in charge of the ini- 
tiative at the IMF. 

“The programme in many 
respects has been quite suc- 
cessful," Boote said. “How- 
ever, there has been a very 
effective campaign... which 
has raised expectations in 
this area, and against raised 
expectations we have failed 
to deliver, in a sense.” 

The HIPC programme 
initially promised debt 
relief to 23 countries, with 
proposals to broaden it to 
41 countries with total debt 
of $200 billion. It rewards 
debtor states who adhere to 
strong IMF economic 
reform programmes by for- 
giving up to 80 per cent of 
their debt. 

But just two countries, 
Bolivia and Uganda, have 
received funds from the 
plan while only five more 
have qualified for debt- 
relief packages. 

A report by the IMF and 
World Bank released this 
week said thaL the initiative 
may not reduce debt pay- 
ments significantly. 

Critics of the plan have 
said the tough criteria 
exclude many countries, 
slow the process for years 
for others and fail to ensure 
debt relief is used to fund 
increased spending on edu- 
cation and other much- 
needed social programmes. 

“That is why we are try- 
ing to strengthen the initia- 
tive now and that is why the 


international community is 
trying to work a more effec- 
tive programme out," Boote 
said. 

Boote and Axel Trotsen- 
burg, the World Bank’s 
HIPC manager, said discus- 
sions centred on relaxing 
tough debt-to-export ratios 
which debtor countries 
must meet, speeding up 
relief and making the 
process more effective in 
reducing poverty. 

Another proposal would 
make it easier for countries 
who have suffered from 
natural disasters to secure 
speedy entry into the pro- 
gramme. 

Relaxing the qualifying 
criteria and. speeding up the 
process could double the 
$12.5 billion expected cost 
of the programme — a 
topic which will be dis- 
cussed among major credi- 
tors, many of whom have 
proposed alternatives to 
HIPC. 

“There will have to be 
some hard talking among 
the major financial credi- 
tors about how this might 
be done," Boote said. 

Wolfensohn said on 
Thursday the new propos- 
als could increase costs to 
the bank to $4.5 billion 
from $2-5 billion. Many 
IMF members want the 
fund to use the proceeds 
from gold sales to fund its 
share of the costs, although 
there has been no agree- 
ment on the time scale or 
the volume of sales. 

“There appears to be a 
move towards an interna- 
tional consensus towards 
gold sales,” Boote said. 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syrian exports contin- 
ued their downward 
trend in 1998, falling 30 
per cent from 1997 lev- 
els, according to statis- 
tics published on Thurs- 
day. 

Exports came to $2.2 
billion last year, mainly 
because of the fall in the 
prices of oil and cotton, 
the government newspa- 
per Tishrin said. 

However, winter 
drought was to blame 


for the drop in grain 
exports, it said. 

Oil, cotton and wheat 
account for 81 per cent 
of Syria’s exports. 

“It seems that exports 
are a language unknown 
to us. The proof is not 
only in the modest level 
of exports but also in 
their decline,” the paper 
said. 

Despite the overall 
fall, exports in the 
industrial and agricul- 
tural sectors actually 


increased last year. 

Some $126.4 million 
in industrial goods were 
sent abroad in 1998. an 
increase of 66 per cent 
over the previous year, 
while exports of agricul- 
tural products rose 21 
per cent to 51.04 mil- 
lion. 

Syrian exports have 
been on the wane for the 
past nine years because 
of a halt in sales to for- 
mer socialist countries. 
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World 1998 export growth slumps 
amid Asia’s economic crisis — WTO 



GENEVA (AFP) — The 
growth in world exports 
plummetted three-fold to 3.5 
per cent in 1998 due mainly 
to the economic crisis in 
Asia, the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) said on 
Thursday. 

The WTO warned that for 
export volume growth this 
year to match even that 
lower level, trade would 
have to pick up in the 
remaining months ahead. 

A quicker-than-expected 
slowing of U.S. or western 
European economic growth, 
or a weaker recovery in Asia 
"would clearly imply 
growth below 3-5 per cent in 
1999," said a WTO report on 
trade developments. 

Nevertheless, the report 
noted that the worst appears 
to be over for the five Asian 
economies — Thailand. 


South Korea. Indonesia, 
Malaysia and the Philip- 
pines — most brutally hit by 
tiie financial squeeze that 
broke in 1997. 

“A moderate recovery (in 
Asia) is the most likely sce- 
nario for 1999.” the WTO 
said. 

On tiie negative side, eco- 
nomic difficulties in Brazil 
and Russia could cast a 
shadow on their neighbours 
with whom they have exten- 
sive trade ties, the report 
noted. 

Also the impact of steep 
oil and commodity price 
falls last year on commodity 
exporting countries would 
become fully apparent only 
in 1999. 

Rising oil prices, follow- 
ing recent OPEC pledges to 
limit supply, could help 
cushion some of the pain if 


the increases prove durable, 
the report said 

Last year’s performance 
looks sickly beside the 10.5 
per cent growth of global 
exports in 1997 and an aver- 
age growth of six per cent 
between 1990 to 1995. 

Trade expansion still beat 
world gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) growth of two per 
cent last year but by a much 
smaller margin than in pre- 
vious years, the authors said 

The trade picture was 
gloomy in value terms also, 
as exports last year of $6-5 
trillion were two per cent 
lower than the figure the 
previous year. 

Exports of services, at $1.3 
trillion, posted their first 
annual decline since statis- 
tics were first compiled in 
■the mid 1980s, the report 
said 


While all major regions 
suffered a marked slow- 
down in hade growth, the 
biggest paralysis in import 
terms was in Asia. 

Japan's serious downturn 
helped to hammer Asian 
imports which fell 8.5 per 
cent in total although the 
rates in East Asia ranged 
from a 34 per cent drop in 
South Korea to a 26 per cent 
decline in Malaysia. 

Only South Asian coun- 
tries such as India and Sri 
Lanka saw imports rise. 

Trade did pick up in most 
Asian countries in the last 
quarter of 1998, partly due 
to the strengthening of the 
yen and other Asian curren- 
cies against the dollar, the 
WTO noted. 

The United States remains 
the world biggest trader, 
absorbing around 15 per 


cent of imports and one- 
eighth of exports. The 
booming U.S. economy 
sucked in 10.5 percent more 
in imports in 1998 than die 
previous year, leading to a 
$253 billion trade deficit 

The report highlights the 
large commodity price drops 
last year which pushed the 
share of primary products in 
world exports below 20 per 
cent in current price terms 
for the first time since World 
WarIL 

The price falls were partic- 
ularly harmful for Middle 
Eastern countries and poor 
African nations, many of 
whom depend on agricultur- 
al exports for a large share of 
their export earnings. 

Prices of manufactured 
exports and services also fell 
last year, but by less than 
those of commodities. 
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THE Daily Crossword Erflted by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 

1 Well -practiced 
sKUIs 

5 Shopping 
complexes 

10 Call to the 
phone 

14 Fiddlesticks! 

15 WWH craft 

16 Sea east of the 
Caspian 

17 Mixed drink 

19 Brad, e.g. 

20 Had arris in the 
pants 

21 Like a potato or 
a banana 

23 August sign 

24 Priests 
vestment 

26 Meat 'm a can 

27 Metric 
measures 

30 Responsible 

34 Dirt 

36 Extrapolate 

38 Heavyhearted 

39 "Exodus' 
author 

40 Cogwheels 

41 Ice-cream 
holder 

42 British isle 

43 Extremely 
successful, in 
Old slang 

44 Church singers 

45 Takes place 
subsequently 

47 Not explicit 

49 Shuttle grp. 

51 High crag 

52 Shrill bark 

55 Stripping bare 

59 Hubbub 

61 Lyric poems 

62 Mixed drink 

64 Eye covetously 

65 Bring joy 

66 Sketch 

67 Combination ol 
cards 

68 Discourage 

69 Sixteenth - 
Hebrew letter 

DOWN 

1 Month Fn Paris? 

2 Sales circuit 

3 Mixed drink 


* = P - 


6 7 9 9 
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By Edgar Fontaine 
Dtghton, ISA 

4 Ayatollah's 
predecessor 

5 Jumble 

6 Natl. TV 
network 

7 Part of a bow 

8 Bodies of water 

9 Bell towers 

10 Jipijapa hat 

11 PartoflLA.E. 

12 Max oi "Barney 
Miller 

13 Model 
Macphereon 

18 Below in 
poems 
22 Den 
25 Succinct 

28 " a Most 

Unusual Day' 

29 MBitary foul-up 

31 Mixed drink 

32 Burt Reynolds' 
ex 

33 Water pitcher 

34 Be angry 

35 Persia, now 
37 Forward 

section 

40 Spread rumors 


nano mnan aaiDnin 
□hbb !!□□□ naans 
naan saan onaaa 
HnasaannsanaasQ 
anna nsa ■■■ 
□naans naasssns 
□□□□□ □□□□ □□□ 
asssmanansHonas 
nan mass aoaan 
□aa aanan paa nga 
sqqsjhh 
aannmaonaaananD 
□nano anna anas 
nansa anas qhqh 
□ anna anna nano 


41 Letter after phi 

43 Part of a rosary 

44 Monte _ 

46 Leftover 
48 Pole's sport 
50 Old-womanish 

53 Vietnamese 
outfit 

54 Shrimp in Soho 


55 Tragic fate 

56 Advantage 

57 Joctie Foster 
film 

58 Pesky Insect 
60 "Paper Lion" 

star 

63 Sampled the 
smorgasbord 
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“That wasn’t much of a kissl 
It seemed sort of halfhearted/ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
bjr ftairi AmoW and Mito Afflirfon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four artf nary words. 




■BSMM 


BIMROD 






Answer: A 


— rr i n 

inlay's I Jumbtes: FAUNA ULAC 

1 ■ Answer. A roomful of frisky cubs ENTlRE 

"UN-BEAR-ABLE" ” tlis “ 
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Business & Finance 



A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Jordan Dead Sea Industries Company 
posts a JD1 38,800 net profit in 1998 


** THE JORDAN Dead Sea 
Industries Company, which has 
many stakes in other mineral firms 
in the Kingdom, posted a 
JD 174,500 operational loss last 
year as production costs totalled 
JD2.9 million while sales amount- 
ed to JD2.S million. The loss was 
recorded despite a 12S per cent 
increase in sales and a 35 per cent 
rise in costs. 

When taking into consideration 
other expenditures and other 
income which totalled JD3.2 mil- 
lion and JD2.S million respective- 
ly, the company’s net loss reached 
JD605.400. But when the minority 
interest share of the net loss was 
taken into account, the net result of 
the company at the end of 1998 
was a JD 138,800 net profit. 

The financial statement of the 
company showed total assets at 
JD52.4 million, about 40 per cent 
higher than the JD37.5 million reg- 
istered at the end of 1 997. Most of 
the increase was in inventory, 
receivables and cash at banks. Total 
liabilities amounted to JD22.3 mil- 
lion at the end of last year com- 
pared to JD1S million at the end of 
1997. The nearly 24 per cent 
increase was mainly in bank cred- 
its, long-term payables and minori- 
ty interests and rights. The share- 
holders equity was tiigher by 55 per 
cent at JD30.1 million (JD1^.4 mil- 
lion in 1 997 ) as a result of a rise in 
the paid-up capital. 

The company was a holding firm 
until Nov. 21, 199S when share- 


holders voted to transform it into a 
limited public shareholding com- 
pany during an extraordinary gen- 
eral assembly meeting. “By chang- 
ing the legal form, the company 
became able to invest 40 per cent in 
the capital of the Jordan Bromine 
Company which will be producing 
bromine and its by-products as well 
as chlorine and potassium hydrox- 
ide,” Board Chairman Awni Ai 
Masri told the shareholders. 

Al Masri said the company has 
achieved great progress in estab- 
lishing industrial "companies to 
extract and utilise Dead Sea miner- 
als. He indicated that the Jordan 
Dead Sea Industries Company 
(JODICO) has a total equity of 
JD41 million in the capital of vari- 
ous firms in which the expected 
investments of these projects 
amount to JD300 million. 

The company's JD41 million of 
equity in other firms represents 68 
per cent of JODICO’s capital, 
Masri said noting that the sub- 
sidiaries and affiliated firms are the 
Jordan Safi Salt Company, the 
Jordan Magnesia Company and the 
Jordan Bromine Company. 

“Efforts continue to conduct the 
necessary studies to specify the 
projects that have technical feasi- 
bility in order to establish compa- 
nies for carrying out other 
schemes,” Masri concluded (Al 
Dustour + Al Arab Al Yawm + Al 
Aswaq). 




FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 1999 


By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You could pay out quite a bit 
of money today without realising what you're doing. Don't 
spontaneously buy whatever you want, or fall under the spell of 
a smooth-talking salesperson. You may not be the best judge of 

in an unfamiliar mar- 

tefJ^y3:not.^byypu&CM5 ? 5 , ay- 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’re likely lo dash with at 
least one other person today, in a friendly way, hopefully. You 
have strong opinions, but so does the other person. A compro- 
mise is possible, especially if you're woridng on a project 
together. Its certainly advisable, too. The final outcome looks 
positive, but it may take a mediator to get you both to agree. 
Go along with that programme. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Your closest friends and neigh- 
bours are your grearest asset now. If you’re in a situation that 
you don't quite understand, go to them for advice. Could be 
something that you've just never had to deal with before. It 
looks like an older woman who lives nearby can explain the 
whole thing in a minute and put your mind to rest. Confide what 
you're worried about to a friend. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) Money is on your mind again 
today, and possibly your project is buying or selling. If you’re 
like most Cancer people, you're a natural businessperson. 
You're a wheeler-dealer extmxdinaire, and you always play to 
win. Thai’s why your family is so well provided foe You watch 
for the best deals, and when you spot one. you grab it. Today, 
make that your objective. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You don’t have everyone's 
approval yet Well, don't give up. All you need to do to cinch 
the argument is to prove that your way is going to be cost-effec- 
tive. Thai's what the others are really worried about. Will they 
be able to afford this fabulous scheme of yours*? If you can con- 
vince them they'll make money on the deal, you've got it made. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22; Today you're bring 
pushed to put up or shut up. You’re usually a meek, quiet per- 
son in many ways. You don’t generally brag a lot, but you might 
have been talking up your dreams, letting other people know 
what you’d like to make happen. And now, they’re saying “OK. 
well, go ahead and do iL'* So. it looks like you’re going to have 
to go ahead and do id 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Today could be disap- 
pointing at first It looks like something you want for your home 
won’t be affordable. This might apply to several things you 
wanted for your home, but don’t despair. Let this situation moti- 
vate you, instead. There might be a way you can make what you 
want and have it turn out even better. Give it some thought 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Take care of business 
this morning. There are still a few decisions to be made, and a few 
things that have to be put in place before you can fully relax. You'll 
know when that happens, borause it will feel like a weight has been 
tiiied All of a sudden, things will start getting easy, and sure 
enough, you'll be on the downhill side of the ride. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) It won’t be 
hard to have a rollicking good time today. In fact it'll be hard 
not to. Just make sure you've taken all the safety precautions. If 
you're riding a bike, wear a helmet If you're on a boat wear a 
lifejacket The stakes are pretty high, so you can’t afford to take 
any chances. This is not a good day to go on the high wire with- 
out a safety net 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20; If you're buying 
something big, take care. Read all the fine print and get an 
expert to review it, too. Once the serious stuff is handled con- 
ditions look good for travel, its probably been a while since you 
went somewhere just for the fun of iL Well, you definitely have 
permission to do that now. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You may feel like 
your freedom has been restricted. You have to take everybody 
else into consideration, and that slows things down consider- 
ably. Try not to get frustrated Its going to work out for the best, 
but there are a lot of different people to consult and factors to 
consider. Its wiser to move slowly and do it right the first time. 
PISCES: (February' 20 to March 20) You and your partner 
need to have a conversation today about practical matters. 
Discuss vour plans for the future. What would you like lo build? 
Where do you want to go? What will your life like in 20 years. 
If you don't already have a partner, getting dear on these issues 
will sure help you know which one to choose. 

Birthstane of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


Bahraini 
firms to 
kick-start 
trade with 
Iraq 

MANAMA (AFP) — As 
many as 12 Bahraini firms 
are to undertake a trade 
mission to Iraq in May to 
tout for business after more 
than eight years of sanc- 
tions, a newspaper said on 
Thursday. 

The visit, organised by 
the Gulf emirate’s 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, was due to 
leave on May 25 and focus 
on the food, medical equip- 
ment and pharmaceutical 
sectors, the Gulf Daily 
News said. 

The contracts would 
come under the U.N. oil- 
for-food programme that 
allows Baghdad to sell lim- 
ited quantities of crude in 
return for food, medicine 
and other essential goods. 

Baghdad has a charge 
d'affaires in Manama, 
although the Bahraini 
embassy in Iraq has been 
closed since the 1991 Gulf 
War which evicted Iraq 
from Kuwait. 
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Government panel to meet with Fastlink 
team to consider proper pricing structure 


By Ghadeer Taher 

AMMAN — A newly- 
formed government panel 
will meet with Fastlink rep- 
resentatives in the next sev- 
eral weeks to negotiate a 
reduction of tariffs levelled 
on mobile calls, a senior 
official said on Friday. 

“We are looking into a 
proper pricing structure,” 
said the official, referring to 
charges levied by the gov- 

A.S.E TRADE 
ACCESS 4646868 


emment on Fastlink. “JTC 
(Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation) mobile 
phone sendee cannot oper- 
ate at a different cost level 
than Fastlink.’' 

The state-owned JTC has 
plans to launch the second 
Global Systems for Mobile 
(GSM) by the end of this 
year. 

“The direction is to 
reduce tariffs in order to 
allow' Fastlink to charge the 

Thursday^- 04-99 



customer lower prices," he 
added. 

Jordan Mobile Telephone 
Service (Fastlink), the 
country’s sole mobile ser- 
vice provider, has insisted 
that the second operator be 
subjected to similar condi- 
tions. 

During the last year, the 
two sides have had on-and- 
off discussions on a possi- 
ble reduction in intercon- 
nect fees. 60 fils at peak 
time and 40 fils off peak, 
and an increase in frequen- 
cy allocations. These rates 
are considered among the 
highest in the world. 

Fastlink also has a 20 per 
cent revenue sharing agree- 
ment with the government. 

When Fastlink won the 
tender in 1994, it paid JD7 
million for the licence. 
JD14.8 million to scrap the 
now defunct car telephone 
system and undertook to 
pay an additional JD27.4 


million in total guaranteed 
payment to the government 
over a four-year operational 
period. 

In February, five interna- 
tional companies submitted 
bids to supply and set up the 
second mobile phone net- 
work in the country. The 
bids are still in the technical 
evaluation stage. After that, 
they will be financially eval- 
uated. Telecommunications 
Minister Jamal Saraireh 
said at a press conference 
last week that he expects the 
JTC. the operator, to be 
ready to offer the mobile 
phone service by the end of 
this year and thai the GSM 
division would require 
JD54 million in investment 
over a three-year period. 

Fastlink, which has 
75,000 subscribers, had 
filed a breach of contract 
lawsuit against the govern- 
ment in December of 1997. 
Fastlink said the govern- 


Prices of shares 
improve at ASE 
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By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Stock Exchange's (ASE’s) 
share prices recorded a 
tangible increase during 
last week activities fol- 
lowing the improvement 
in the Arab Bank's share 
price, the bourse's leading 
blue-chip, brokers said 
Friday. 

The ASE’s weekly bul- 
letin showed the Arab 
Bank share price rising to 
JD207 in the past week 
compared to JD200.5 in 
the previous week. 

“It is a well-known fact 
that if the Arab Bank's 
share price increases it 
will reflect positively on 
the market and that is 
exactly what happened 
last week," a broker, who 
asked not to be named, 
said. 

“The bank's share price 
was attractive to investors 
and that lured them to buy 
more shares resulting in 
the improvement of its 
price in general," another, 
broker said. 

The bulletin indicated 
that general price index 
closed at 174.23 points 
compared to 172.5 points 
a week ago, a rise of 1.73 
points. 

The weekly turnover 
amounted to JD103 mil- 
lion compared to JD3.7 
million in the previous 
week. 

By recording JD6.3 mil- 
lion of trading, the Jordan 
Cement Factories 

Company ranked first 
among the shares of 66 
firms that were traded in 
the past week. 

On Wednesday, foreign 
investors sold 1.5 million 
shares of the cement com- 
pany in a deal, which 


amounted lo JD6.2 mil- 
lion. 

The deal followed the 
company's general assem- 
bly meeting, where the 
firm's 1998 report indicat- 
ed that its net profit 
declined ro JD7.9 million, 
or 25.7 per cent down 
compared to 1997 figures. 

The Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery Company ranked 
second in this sector with 
a turnover amounting to 
JD408.364. 

The industrial sector’s 
total turnover amounted to 
JD7.9 million followed by 
the banking sector, JD1.6 
million, and the services 
sector with JD 813,409. 

The Arab Bank, the 
Kingdom's largest finan- 
cial institution, won 
JD971.416 during last 
week trading. 

The banking sector price 
index closed at 269.3 
points compared to 267. 1 1 
points a week ago. 

Shares of 66 firms were 
traded on the floor in the 
past week, where shares of 
24 firms recorded increase 
in their prices , 29 regis- 
tered decrease and 1 3 
firms witnessed no 
changes in their prices. 

The parallel market's 
turnover amounted to 
JD886.276, where trading 
focused on Zara for 
Investments and Mideast 
Pharmaceuticals, the 
weekly bulletin showed. 


mem violated its agreement 
with the firm when it decid- 
ed to grant a second licence 
to »he JTC without an open 
lender process. 

But after one year of 
deliberations ihe Higher 
Court of Justice decided it 
had no jurisdiction to rule 
on the case. 

Yusuf Mansur, the newly- 
appointed head of the 
Tek*coniniimicarions Regubicity 
Commission who replaced 
Yusuf Abu Jamous. will 
head the panel which 
includes the finance min- 
istry’s secretary general, the 
director of the Investment 
Promotion Corporation, the 
JTC’s vice president of 
financial affairs and Afrum 
Jamil and Mohammed 
Khasawneh as two consul- 
tants from the Ministry of 
Postand Telecommunica- 
tions. 


Iran eyes 
bonds to fund 
petrochemicals 

TEHRAN tRi — Iran's top 
petrochemicals official has 
said the country would tap 
international bond markets 
to help finance petrochemi- 
cal projects, which would 
require S7.2 billion in 
investments. 

"We will look to the bond 
market as one way of financ- 
ing petrochemical projects.’’ 
Deputy OH Minister 
Mohammad Reza 

Ncmaizadch told Reuters in 
an interview. 

Nematzadeh, who also 
heads the National 
Petrochemical Company 
(NPC), said the firm would 
also turn to joint ventures 
and others schemes to fund 
the projects, part of Iran’s 
ambition to triple its annual 
petrochemical output to 30 
million tonnes in 25 years 
with a S24 billion develop- 
ment programme. 

Nematzadeh, one of sever- 
al Iranian officials who 
called on international com- 
panies to invest in the coun- 
try's petrochemical industry, 
said no derision had been 
made yet on how much 
financing Iran would seek 
from bond markets. 

“We are stiU studying the 
situation. We expect to make 
a derision in six months. 
Bonds will be one way we 
will seek financing. We also 
want joint ventures,” he said. 

"We expect to gel the 
funding (for the projects') in 
three years,” Nematzadeh 
added. 
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Amra Forum Hotel Shops. 
6th Circle. Amman 
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A LOVE STORY OF STYLE 


DAJANI JEWELLERS 


Amra Forunr. Hotel 
Shops. Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.Jo 


STWKO HAIG 


Professional Quality 
Develop your colour 
film at our shop 
and get: 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30 % larger. 

* FREE FXLM 

36-Exp 


Shmexsani - Orpurfir lionfa Gfa 

Tel. 5C04042 

Swdfieh - Oppean SnSdi Un; 
Ted. 5822891 
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and Apartments 


Quafity Serviced Suites 


*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Daiy & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5 th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal & go.com. jo 



Are you a ommaw Car Rental & Leasing 

home WE RENT LESS 

and enjoy DAILY 

fashion? enjoyabty WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 
TaL 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


Call: 5538572 

Mecca Street 

e-mail STWO@arantex.com 




5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 




BRUNCH 

every f rid av /Vow 11 a.M. 
10 JP++ 

Children under 1 2 ontv 5++ 
SweifTe /1 - A( Havira Street TeL* 6819730 


»nm y^rum 

Hotel 


Telephone: 962-6-5698131 

Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Anunan-wsfi, Jordan 

E-mail: budget@go.com.Jo 
\n Indrpradnu Roden system Lknue 


At 6th Circle 
Te!.; -5510001' 


Music filled with warmth ! 

Dr Gabs & Lems Gee 

Every night at the Wad i Rum Bar except Mondays. 







































Lazio and Mallorca to bring down 
curtain on Cup Winners Cup 


PARIS (AFP) — The 39th 
— and Iasi — Cup Winners 
Cup final will see Italian 
title-chasers Lazio take on 
Euro novices Real Mallorca 
after the Spaniards ended 
Chelsea's dream of becom- 
ing die only club ever to 
retain the trophy. 

Chelsea, who ousted 
Germany's Stuttgart in last 
season’s final, had happy 
memories of an earlier 
Spanish encounter having 
beaten Real Madrid to lift 
the trophy for the first time 
back in 1971. 

But they had no answer to 
the athleticism and miserly 
defending of Mallorca, who 
having achieved a fine 1-1 
draw at Stamford Bridge a 
fortnight ago, drew first 
blood on 15 minutes with a 
fine header by Argentine 
striker Leonardo Biagini 
following fine work by 
Jovan Stankovic. 

The goal was enough to 
secured a deserved 2-1 win 
on aggregate. 

Despite their incompara- 
bly greater riches, Chelsea 
were” decidedly playing sec- 
ond fiddle and they paid for 
their lethargy, amply illus- 
trated by Dennis Wise’s 
misdirected header right at 
the death which would have 
forced extra-time. 

Lazio meanwhile ground 
out a dour goalless draw 
with Russia's Lokomotiv 
Moscow to advance on the 
away goals rule courtesy of 
the i-f draw they secured in 
the away leg. 

The Italians were soundly 
beaten by Inter Milan in last 
year’s UEFA Cup final and 
now will hope to go one 
better by lifting their first 
ever European trophy. 

Faced by a vociferous 
crowd in Palma. Chelsea 
had tried a little kidology 
before the game with 
Mallorca by demanding the 
Spanish cut their favoured 
long .grass which suits their 
athletic style. 

Bui it was the English 
Premiership side which 
found itself cut down to size 
as Mallorca, playing in their 
first ever European cam- 
paign. looked far more the 
Euro aristocrats than their 
millionaire opponents at the 
modest Luis Sitjar Stadium 
which the Spaniards will 
leave at the end of the sea- 
son. 

Chelsea player-boss 
Gianluca Vialli's decision 
to leave himself out of the 
starting line-up tor only the 
second time in Europe this 
season backfired as fellow 
Italian Gianfranco Zola and 
Norwegian Tore Andre Flo 



Chelsea's Uruguayan Gustavo Poyet (R) and Argentinian Leo Biagini UL) who scored 
Real Mallorca's goal, fall down during their second leg Cup Winners' Cup semi final 
match at Luis Sitjar stadium. Mallorca reached the final against Lazio Rome after 
winning today 1-0 (AFP photo) 
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Lazio Rome's Czech player Pavel Ncvdev iR) fights for the ball with Lokomotiv 
Moscow's player Sherevchenko IL) during their second round Cup Winners* Cup 
semi-final match in Rome I AFP photo) 


failed to spark. 

In fact \ialli was not even 
among the substitutes as his 
side tried in vain to break 
down an armour-plated 
Spanish defence, the most 
miserly in the Spanish first 
division. 

The tie was nicely poised 
following the 1-1 draw in 
the first leg at Stamford 
Bridge two weeks ago. 

Immediately after 

Biagini's goal. Chelsea 
almost got back on terms 
with Graeme Le Saux 
crossing from the left and 
Uruguayan striker Gustavo 
Poyet turning his marker to 
hook narrowly over the bar. 

Flo and Zola then both 


sent effort* narrowly off 
target but Chelsea somehow 
could not raise the required 
momentum to inflict sus- 
tained pressure. 

They forced the first cor- 
ner after only four minutes 
when Zola’s swirling cross 
glanced of? the head of 
defender Marcelino but 
when the flag kick came 
over Dennis Wise'.chip shot 
was comfortably handled 
by goalkeeper Carlos Roa. 

Roa in particular should 
savour the final against 
Lazio as he belongs to a 
religious sect which 
believes that the world will 
end in 2001. For the Cup 
Winners Cup. the end is 


already nigh. 

Another Italian — 
Roberto Di Matico — also 
hit the bar for the 
Londoners. 

Chelsea had dreamed of 
joining Manchester United 
as a second English team to 
reach a major European 
final this season — a feat 
matched by Everton and 
Liverpool in 1985. 

Lazio will have to show 
more of the killer instinct 
which has propelled them 
to the top of the Serie A if 
they are to see off Mallorca 
in the May 19 in final than 
they displayed on Tuesday 
in Rome against 
Lokomotiv. 


A win in the final in 
Birmingham on May 19 
will see the Italians take 
their country’s tally of wins 
in the competition to seven 
— level with Spain, four of 
whose wins were achieved 
by Barcelona. 

Lazio huffed and puffed 
against Lokomotiv and 
were grateful in the end for 
their away goal in Moscow 
after missing a series of 
chances — mainly through 
Italy's World Cup striker 
Christian Vieri. 

The home fans showed 
their disapproval by loudly 
whistling their team. 

Vieri signalled his pres- 
ence after barely two min- 
utes, latching onto a 
through pass from Roberto 
Mancini and powering in a 
shot which goalkeeper 

Ruslan Xigmacullin will- 
ingly turned round for a 
corner. 

A better chance fell four 
minutes later to the visitors’ 
Dmitri Bouylkin when he 
waltzed pass two Lazio 
defenders and rifled a low- 
shot past Luca Marchegiani 
which flashed just wide of 
the far post. 

.And it proved ro be the 
first of several incursions 
by the skilful ball-playing 
Russians, who were able to 
cut swathes through the 
Lazio defence with a com- 
bination of citfgant drib- 
bling and deft one- touch 
football. 

Lazio finally found their 
usual rh>thm midway 
through the half and Vsen, 
who had just been denied a 
far-po>; header, should have 
scored in the 27th minute 

Mancini sent in a power- 
ful cross. VicR got his boot 
in before his markers bur 
could only guide the hali 
over the bar from point- 
blank range with the goal- 
keeper hopelessly beaten. 

Yugoslav Sinisa 

Mibajlovic came even clos- 
er two minutes later, man- 
aging the rare feat of crash- 
ing ~the ball against the 
crossbar with an viciously 
insuinging comer kick, 
which Fernando Como then 
failed to prod home. 

Men should have been 
clean through in the 37th 
minute, but was badly let 
down by his first touch of 
Mancini’s defence-splitting 
pass. 

And Lokotmotiv striker 
Zaza Dzhanashia could 
have done better with a free 
shot from 10 metres which 
he hooked across the face of 
the goal, as the lack of fin- 
ishing marked both sides' 
performances. 


No 4th Champions’ League spot for England 


LONDON (AFP) — European 
body UEFA on Friday officially 
ruled out English clubs’ hopes of a 
fourth place in next season’s 
Champions' League. 

There had been reports that a 
extra spot would be granted if 
Manchester United were to win 
this year's final against Bayern 
Munich. 

But UEFA said that would only 
happen if Alex Ferguson’s team 
finish outside the Premiership's 
top three, and that is highly 
improbable. 

A statement from European foot- 
ball’s governing body said: “The 
number of participating clubs 
from England depends upon 
Manchester United’s final position 
in the Premier League. 

“If Manchester United win the 
Champions’ League final and also 
finish in first, second or third place 
in the Premier League, then three 


clubs from England would partici- 
pate in the competition. 

“The League champions and 
runners-up would enter the first 
group stage directly and the third- 
placed team would play in the 
third qualifying round. 

“However, if Manchester United 
win the final, but were to finish 
below third place in the Premier 
League, then four English clubs 
would qualify automatically in 
next season's Champions* League. 

“Manchester United would qual- 
ify automatically as Champions’ 

League title-holders, and would be 
joined by the teams which finish in 
first, second and third place in the 
Premier League.” 

That would require a truly- 
remarkable slump by Alex 
Ferguson's men in their last six 
matches as they are currently eight 
points clear of fourth-placed 
Leeds and also have a game in 


hand. 

A meeting later on Friday will 
clarify how many tickets will be 
made available to United support- 
ers for the final at the massive Nou 
Camp stadium in Barcelona. 

United fans were outraged by 
initial reports that they were only 
likely to receive 25,000 seats for 
their team’s first European Cup 
final in 31 years. 

But the UEFA spokesman said, 
no decision has been made and 
explained: “There is a meeting in 
Barcelona today, and we won’t 
know until the end of the after- 
noon.” 

Ahlstrom had previously said: 
“The priority will be to benefit the 
two teams that have qualified for a 
match in a stadium which will 
have a capacity of 98.000 for this 
game.” 

But, while that offers hope to 
United -supporters, there is less joy 


Tennis in billion dollar 
marketing deal 


MONTE CARLO (AFP) - The ATP 
Tour wrapped up nine months of negotia- 
tions and planning Friday, signing an 5 1.2 
billion marketing agreement Friday for its 
elite sphere of tournaments which will 
last for a decade. 

The Tour granted the Swiss-based 
sports marketing firm ISL Worldwide an 
exclusive marketing, broadcast and 
licencing rights deal for the Super 9 serie* 
plus the Tour’s annual November World 
Championships. 

The signing ceremony was held at the 
Monte Carlo Country club as the Super 9 
Monte Carlo Open reached the quarter- 
final stage. 

ISL w ill sell television rights for the 10 


events plus handle lelen-*™ marketing i 
for all of the 50 plus other evtr.fr i* m ■ 
Tour. The agreement. fir*t proposed ia.'l ; 
summer during Wimbledon, sake* «•«» j 
on Jan. 1. when the entire stRuiufs ^ ; 

men’s tennis will change From that date, 
computer ranking* wii! be a ‘frafgh^um 
numbers came starting sn January and 
ending in November, replacing the c«r- ; 
rent rolling. 52 -weck ranking reriod- . 

The tournament calendar wj;< be 
streamlined and revised and al. chgihse 
players will be required U’ compete - ; 
unless injured — in the Sour Grand Slams ; 
plus the Super 9s. ; 


from UEFA on the chances of 
overturning suspensions that will 
see Roy Keane and Paul Scholes 
miss the May 26 final. 

Both players will be banned 
from the clash after picking up a 
second booking in the semi-final 
second-leg win over Juvenilis, and 
the media office spokesman said 
there was “no chance” of any 
change to that ruling. 

This was backed up by UEFA 
president Lennart Johansson, who 
said: “Although the English public 
might want them to play it would 
not be fair on the German team, 
and the bookings must stand.” 


Blatter 

dashes 

Nigeria’s 

World 

Cup 2006 

hopes 

LAGOS i AFP i — Nigeria’s 
hopes of hosting the 2006 
World Cup were seriously 
undermined by FIFA 
President Sepp Blatter here 
on Friday. 

B laser, here to watch the 
World Youth championship 
final or. Saturday, said the 
African state *uil had a long 
way to go before it would be 
ready jo ho**! the world’s 
biggest sporting even:. 

FIFA offices said Blatter, 
who has regularly expressed 
support for an African coun- 
try hosting the -006 event, 
accepted that Nigeu had 
still a long way lo go in 
building the hotels and set- 
ting up transport lac litres 
needed to the senior event. 

“The World You til 
Championship has worked, 
but there is a quantum leap 
between that and the World 
Cup." said a senior FIFA 
official Friday. 

The official cited the 
shortage of hotel beds, poor 
communications facilities 
and transport problems in 
Nigeria. 

With the final decision 
over who hosts the 2006 
World Cup being made 
early next year, Nigeria has 
little time to get things sort- 
ed out. 

England, Germany, Brazil, 
Nigeria. Ghana, South 
Africa. Morocco and Egypt 
are all bidding for the 2006 
World Cup. 

But Blaner was full of 
praise for Nigeria’s handling 
of the Youth championship. 

“We did iL I can say that 
we have had a successful 
championship,” said the 
FIFA president. 

The three week youth 
tournament, staged for the 
first time in sub-saharan 
Africa, wraps up Saturday 
with Japan playing Spain in 
the final, while Mali takes 
on Uruguay for the third 
place. 

Many critics had worried 
that Nigeria would not be up 
to hosting teams from 24 
countries and s tagin g 52 
matches. 

Those fears were 
unfounded. Blatter said. 

He said he was happy 
there were no incidents. 

"The championship will 
serve a useful lesson for 
Nigeria in the next step for 
the Nations Cup in 2000,” 
he said, refering to Nigeria’s 
co-hosting of the African 
Nations Cup next yean 


Top spot beckons 
for Arsenal 


LONDON (AFP i — Champions Arsenal wiil sake over at 
the top of the English Pemieiship for the lirst time tins rea- 
son if they beat Middlesbrough at the Riv erside Stadium «n 

Saturdav. 

Their lead may last less than 24 hours if Manchester 
United win at fourth-placed Leeds United on Sunday 
morning, but that may be a tall order for Alex Ferguson'* 
European Cup heroes. 

Any thoughts that Arsenal might be suffering trnm 
blurred vision after their FA Cup semi-final dcte.it by 
United were dispelled by the 5-1 demolition of Wimbledon 
by Arsenc Wenger’s side. 

Character is an integral pan of the Highbury make-up and 
Middlesbrough, unbeaten in seven but with only pride to 
play for. are likely to feel the full force of Arsenal’s deter- 
mination to keep one of the trophies they won last season. 

Manager Arsen e: Wenger must decide whether n* start 
with Nigerian Nwankwo Kanu. as he did so successfully 
against Wimbledon, or out-of-sons Frenchman Nicolas 
Aneika in attack. 

Dutchman Dennis Berg Lamp should overcome a slight 
groin strain, while compatriot Marc Overmans vs «»U trou- 
bled by blistered feet. 

French midfielder Patrick Vein is happy for the spotlight 
to be on United, who go into the weekend a point ahead 
with *ix games toft to Arsenal’s five 

"We've just got the Premiership to play for now ” he said 
“We’ve stoned lo put the pressure on them and wc'H sec 
w hat happens ” 

If Arsenal can afford to be one-eyed in pursuing their 
only remaining route to Silverware. United manager Alex 
Ferguson can afford no such luxury, and he's not com- 
plaining. 

The treble is very much on after the superb 3*2 wu» ai 
Juventus at Wednesday which earned them a place in the 
European Cup final, their first since 196$. 

Ferguson’s immortality will be confirmed if h;> side wins 
the Premiership and FA Cup as well. 

The Scot would porbably have wished for an easier fix- 
ture with which to ease back down to canh than a 
Lancashire- Yorkshire War of the Roses against lored* 
United at Elland Road. 

Police concerns surrounding a traditionally volatile fix- 
ture mean the game has a morning kick-off but that s> 
unlikely to temper the passions of Leeds fans who u.niJd 
like nothing more than to upset United's triple-edged tro- 
phy assault. 

Dutch colossus Jaap Siam reckons the Juventus win 
showed nothing is beyond the current United side, who are 
unbeaten in 25 games. 

“This team has a lot of self-belief and we really showed 
that when we were 2-0 down after 10 minutes." he said. “I 
have never played in a team with such self-belief.” 

Siam, hower. picked up an Achilles injury in Turin and is 
unlikely to feature at Elland Road, opening the wax for 
new England recruit Wes Brown to step in. 

Ferguson is hopeful winger Ryan Giggs can shrue off the 
ankle knock which kept him out of the Juventus match but 
his only other problem is likely to be a selection headache 
with strikers Andy Cole. Dwight Yorke. Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer and Teddy Sheringham in such electric form 

Chelsea’s title challenge has been rocked bv two succes- 
sive draws, the most recent being Sunday’s loss of a two- 
goal lead to draw 2-2 at home to Leciester. 

And Gianluca Vialli’s side were knocked out of the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup on Thursday bv Spanish out- 
fit Real Mallorca, hence the Sunday afternoon kick-off 
against Sheffield Wednesday at Hillsborough. 

Wednesday aren’t out of the relegation woods quite vet 
but anything other than victory for Chelsea, who are three 
points behind United having played a game more wii* 
surely extinguish their title hopes once and for all ’ ' 

At the bottom Nottingham Forest f21 points » wiil fi n ,i lv 
be relegated if they don’t beat Aston Villa at Villa Park nni* 
of manager Ron Atkinson’s former clubs ' 

rS. 4 ?,. 1 Bhjckbu f n < 32 > ** VHing Liverpool or 
2SS? IT “ releEaDOn Perron .sITrhev 


will still go down. ‘ ’ 
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pTheome Cinema ^0? Thearne Cinema (^0 Thearne Cinema ThenriiV 


:L:46&4144 


INEMA TELI463-4144 


PHILADELPHIA T PHILADELPHIA *2’ \ III 


j Steven Spielberg’s j 

i ! 

ANTZ ; 

i Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6: 15. 8:15 ! 

, SAVING 1 
; PRIVATE RYAN j 

! Show: 9:30 i 


Sophie Mure mm ... 
in Leo Tolstoy's 


ANNA 

KARENINA 

Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15, i 
8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA TEL: 5699238 

PLAZA 

Antonio Banderas... in ; 

THE MASK 
OFZORRO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30 
Brace Willis ... in 1 

ARMAGEDDON I 

Sbows:6:I5. 8:30. 10:30 I 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 I 

CONCORDE j 

i ; 

| ALWAD MAHROUS 
! BTA' AL WA2IR ! 

Ii 

Shows: 1230. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. Itt30; 

j CQ NCQRQ E2 ; 

! DISCLOSURE ! 


CINEMA TEL: 5934793 

GALLERIA 1 

\ ABDOUN i 
wvrm.cns.com.jo/GaUeria | 

Wiff Smith & Gene Hnckmn..Jn 

ENEMY OF 
i THE STATE 


CINEMA TEU5934793 j 

GALLERIA 2 \ 

ABDOUN ~ 

mv7w.cns.com.jo/Gallerm ■ 

Dennis Quied 
& Natasha Richardson ...in 

THE PARENT TRAP 


I Shows: 3:30, 6: 15. 8:30. 10:45 Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 8:30. 1 0:30 1 


TEk 4625155 ^ 

al SALAMaI 

Stoning at S:?Q * ^ 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Philadelphia 76er Eric Snow puts up a shot over Detroit Piston Grant Hill as Jerry 
Stackhouse (L) and Joe Dumars watch in the first half of their game in Auburn Hills, 
Michigan (AFP photo) 

Heat overcome horrendous 
first half to beat Magic 


- ORLANDO (R) — The 

- ji Miami Heat overcame the 

worst first half in franchise 
history to take over first 
, place id the ‘ Eastern 
Conference with, a 75 : 70 
victory 'over the Orlando 
Magic on Thursday. 

The Heat used a huge 33- 
13 third quarter to recover 
from their horrendous start 
; in the crucial matchup of 
the top two teams in the 
East. 

: Alonzo Mourning scored 

I S points and pulled down 
1 7 rebounds and Jamal 
Mashbum added 13 and 12 
for the heat, who were held 
to an embarrassing fran- 
chise-low eight points in 
the first quarter and 23 by 
intermission. 

“We were looking like 
the bad news bears out 
there." said Heat forward 
PJ. Brown. 

Miami extended the lead 
to 68-55 in the fourth quar- 
ter and withstood an 
Orlando rally that reduced 
the margin to 73-70 with 
less than a minute to play. 
Orlando had a chance to oe 
in the closing seconds but 
Darrell Armstrong’s 3- 
point attempt was off the 
mark. 

The Heat, who have won 


four in a row and 10 of 
their last 12 games, 
grabbed a one-game lead 
over second-place Orlando 
in the Atlantic Division ” 


as the Hawks maintained 
their hold on fourth place 
in the East with a 106-94 
victory over the Boston 
Cfeltics. ’ 


:."and ‘. a ." 1 '-T/2-garrie “ edge ”' ; Smith • helped ’.Atlanta 
over Indiana for the top ' outscore the Celtics 30-13 


seed in the Eastern 
Conference. 

“We’ve got eight more 
games left,” said Heat 
coach Pat Riley. “We've 
got too many games left to 
th i nk we accomplished 
anything.” Nick Anderson 
scored 14 points and 
Penny Hardaway added 13 
for Orlando, loser of five 
of its last six. 

At Detroit. Allen Iverson 
scored 28 points and the 
76ers made 11 -of- 12 free 
throws over the final 74 
seconds as Philadelphia 
beat the Pistons 104-96 to 
grab sole possession of 
fifth place in the Eastern 
Conference. 

Theo Ratliff chipped in 
19 points, rookie Larry 
Hughes scored seven of his 
15 during a key fourth- 
quarter run and Eric snow 
dished out 10 assists for 
the Sixers, who have won 
five of their last six games. 

In Atlanta. Steve Smith 
scored 13 of his 26 points 
in the decisive third quarter 


in the third quarter as the 
Hawks maintained a two- 
game lead over 
Philadelphia in the battle 
for homecourt advantage 
in the first round of the 
playoffs. 

lire Hawks improved to 
3-0 since their leading 
scorer. Smith, returned 
from a sprained knee. 

In San Antonio, David 
Robinson scored 18 points 
and Tim Duncan added 14 
points and 10 rebounds as 
spurs extended their win- 
ning streak to five games 
with a 103-76 pounding of 
the Dallas Mavericks. 

Malik Rose also chipped 
in 14 points for the Spurs, 
who pulled within two 
games of the league-lead- 
ing Utah Jazz. 

Michael Finley scored’20 
points for Dallas, which 
failed in its bid to win three 
games in as many nights. 


World Youth Cup 

Japan, Spain 
clash for title 


Three-time Olympian 
Seizinger retires 


LAGOS (AFP) — 
Japan, the first Asian 
side to play in the World 
Youth Championship 
final, can beat Spain 
Saturday to lift the tro- 
phy Saturday, said 
coach Philippe 

Troussier on Friday. 

“We respect Spain, but 
we can still win,” 
warned Troussier. 

However the 

Frenchman, who two 
years ago was sacked as 
coach of Nigeria, admit- 
ted he was surprised to 
be in the final. 

“I didn’t expect to get 
this far," he said. 

Troussier added that 
his players were tired 
after a tough semi-final 
match against Uruguay 
on Wednesday and 
would be affected by the 
loss of star strike Sbinji 
Ono through suspen- 
sion. 

He said the mood in 
the camp was excellent 


and that Japan's 
progress was just part of 
a longer term develop- 
ment plan for co-host- 
ing the 2002 World Cup. 

"Japan has many tal- 
ented players... We 
came here as ambas- 
sadors. We knew that 
good results will help 
our World Cup prepara- 
tion which has just 
taken the first step 
today," the Frenchman 
Troussier added. 

Japan’s strong perfor- 
mance in Nigeria 
showed it was a side to 
fear in 2002, he said. 

“By the time we host 
the World Cup in 2002, 
Japan will no longer be 
underdogs. We have 
shown our potential to 
the world,” adding that 
several of the junior 
players could be expect- 
ed to star in Japan. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Pippen arrested for drunk driving 

HOUSTON (AFP) — Seven-time All-Star forward 
Scottie Pippen of the Houston Rockets was arrested early 
Thursday morning and charged with driving while intox- 
icated. According to a Houston police spokesman. Pippen 
failed a field sobriety test and refused to take a breathal- 
yser after he was pulled over for running a red light at 
about 1:30 a.m., hours after the Rockets were beaten at 
home by the Dallas Mavericks. “He passed a few cars and 
ran a red light into the oncoming lane when police pulled 
him over,” said police spokesperson John Leggio. “The 
officers noted the alcohol odor on his breath and he 
showed signs of intoxication. He failed a field sobriety 
test and refused to take a breath test” Pippen was booked 
and later released on bail. 


Zidane’s staying with Juventus 

TURIN (AFP) — French World Cup hero Zinedine 
Zidane will be staying at Juventus for at least another sea- 
son, the club’s director general Luciano Moggi said 
Thursday, scotching rumours of the midfielder’s depar- 
ture. Zidane had expressed doubts about his future at the 
club before their European Cup defeat to Manchester 
United, while the Turin press called for him to sold off 
after his disappointing performance against Alex 
Ferguson's side. But Moggi insisted: “Zidane is staying 
with Juventus. “I have spoken to him again today and he 
is very happy to stay with us and have great season with 
us next season ” Zidane, who only signed a new contract 
last year, bad been linked earlier in the week with a move 
to Spain, reportedly to please his wife, who is of Spanish 
origin. 

Di Canio fined for spat with cop 

TERNL Italy (AFP) — West Hame footballer Paolo Di 
Canio was fined $1,400 here on Friday following a row 
with a traffic policeman. The case dated back to June 10, 
1997 when Di Canio was visiting Temi, his wife’s home 
town, and tried to drive into an area restricted to permit- 
holders. A row erupted when he was stopped by a traffic 
policeman, who later filed verbal abuse charges. The 
volatile striker has also been in trouble in the Premiership : 
this season; getting banned for 1 1 games after pushing 
over referee Paul Alcock while playing for Sheffield 
Wednesday against Arsenal in September. 


MUNICH, Germany (AFP) 

— Three-time Olympic gold 
medallist Kaija Seizinger 
announced her retirement on 
Friday. 

Seizinger proved herself to 
be one of the greatest Alpine 
skiers in history when she 
wrote herself into the 
Olympic downhill record 
book. 

No man or woman had 
ever successfully defended 
their Olympic downhill title 

— until the 1998 Nagano 
Winter Gaines, when 
Seizinger simply swept past 
the opposition. She also took 
the gold in the combined. 

It was to prove to be her 
final moment of glory. Hopes 
of competing in the 1999 
World Championships in 
February in Vail, Colorado, 
were dashed by u training 
accident shortly after 
Nagano. 

The 26-year-old from 
Eberbach revealed her true 
class in the 1998 World Cup, 
winning six consecutive 
races, collecting three down- 
hill and three super-giant • 
wins in as many race days. 

Her streak equalled that of 
Jean-Claude Killy, set in 
January. 1967. Seizinger was 
simply unstoppable. *" 

And unlike many competi- 
tors Seizinger always judged 
her success on World Cup 
results rather than Olympic 
gold medals or World 


Championship titles. 

“The World Cup is a circuit 
that goes on for months, 
where you have to perform 
on a regular basis,” she said. 
“The Olympic race is one 
day.” 

Despite holding double- 
Olympic champion status 
and winning the World Cup 
overall title in 1996. 
Seizinger. the quiet and 
reserved daughter of a 
German industrialist defied 
the odds to reach the ski 
summit. 

Tm from the north, not 
the south where there are 
mountains,” she explained. 
"Up until the age six. 1 only 
skied during family holi- 
days.” 

That changed when her 
father Hans decided to move 
the family to Eberbach near 
Heidelburg to suit the needs 
of his steel-making business. 

“From that moment, it all 
became easier” she said of 
her skiing. 

“Instead of skiing once a 
year. I skied once a week. 
My brother and I were good, 
but the federation got in 
touch with me only when I 
was 15.” 

Seizinger managed to 
make up for lost time as her 
skills rapidly improved dur- 
ing a spell at a sports college 
during her teenage years. 

But late-blooming may 
have had its advantages. “I 


was able (o live a normal life 
until 15 like everyone else.” 

Seizinger said she never 
believed that she could 
become a champion. 

“That’s why I never really 
had an idol, though 1 did 
admire Switzerland's Maria 
Walliser." 

The German speed special- 
ist has appeared on Olsnipic 
podiums four limes, earning 
a bronze medal in the super- 
G at Albertville in 1992 as 
well as her 1994 and I99S 
victories. 

Despite her quiet superstar 
status, Seizinger pre l'ered the 
team experience to the 
option — like Alberto 
Tomba and Deborah 
Compagnoni — of training 
exclusively with a personal 
coach; physiotherapy and 
psychological fitness staff. 

“It would be difficult in the 
speed races to assign a pri- 
vate training piste to just one 
person.” she says. “It’s better 
for me to stay with the team. 

“There’s also a good com- 
petition between us. I’ve just 
never thought about training 
alone.” 

The German will now 
devote herself to studying 
economics. 


Moya curses luck at Monte Carlo 


MONTE CARLO (AFP) — 
Holder Carlos Moya suf- 
fered a disheartening 6-7 
(5/7), 6-3. 6-0 quarterfinal 
defeat against French talent 
Jerome Golmard on Friday 
to crash out of the $2.45 mil- 
lion Monte Carlo Open. 

The Spaniard, who picked 
up prestige clay trophies last 
year in the principality and 
later at the French Open, was 
left adrift by the World No. 
25 Golmard’s top game 
under pressure. 

The Frenchman took treat- 
ment for cramping in his 
right thigh at the end of the 
second set. And from then 
on, he could do no wrong. 

“He played unbelievable, 
he was hitting winners 
everywhere.” said World No. 
2 Moya. “It happens. I was 
feeling desperate at the end. 

Moya said that the cramps 
must have somehow helped 
his opponent. 

“After he cramped, he did- 
n’t miss a ball,” said the for- 
mer World No. 1 . “He should 
cramp more often. It was like 
a joke, everything he hit was 
a winner.” 

Moya, 0-3 in the series, 
added: “He ran like a rabbit 
and served unbelievably, the 
key to his win was his 
cramps. It was a nightmare 
for me. He should go to the 
casino tonight — he’ll get 
the big one for sure.” 

1997 wanner Marcelo Rios 
is next up for the French hero 


after defeating Australian 
Mark Philippou&sis 6-2, 6-7 
(2/7), &4. 

The fifth-seeded Australian 
was betrayed by 49 unforced 
errors, only partially bal- 
anced by 1 1 aces in the one 
hour. 49-minute match. 

Rios dominated in the 
opening • set. but 
Philippoussis showed his 
own form on the clay in the 
second. The Aussie went an 
early break down, but pulled 
back to force a tiebreaker, 
where he prevailed almost 
unchallenged. 

In the third, the ninth-seed- 
ed Chilean broke for 2-0 and 
held to love for 3-0. but the 
Australian, winner of two 
titles already this year, pulled 
level at three games apiece. 

Rios finally won through 


when a Philippoussis return 
error yielded two match 
points, of which Rios needed 
only one to advance. 

Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten 
continued his good times on 
the clay, rolling into the 
semifinals 6-3. 6-3 over 
American Vince Spadea. 

The 1996 French Open 
winner got in a quick win in 
64 minutes after waiting 
through the nearly three- 
hour contest staged earlier 
by 15th seed Felix Mantilla 
and tournament No. 10 
Carlos Costa. 

Mantilla won the battle 
between Spanish friends 6-4, 
6-7 (2/7), 7-6 (7/4) and next 
plays the 1996 French Open 
winner from Brazil. 


TAG Heuer official timekeeper for 1999 Alpine Ski 
World Championships at Vail, Colorado, USA 


CAR FOR SALE 

Nissan Sunny, model 1 997, Omani plate, reddish 
brown colour, radio-cassette player and air-condition. 
Final price: JD3.500. 

For more information call 535 0754 or 
Mobile: 079 557 808 


1. 


FOR RENT AT AL RABIA 

Furnished roof on 7th floor, 400 sq.m., 

4 bedrooms. Complete floor with very nice 
view. 

Complete -furnished or unfurnished on 5th 
floor, 400 sq.m. 

1st floor furnished apartment. One bedroom. 
Furnished, 3 bedrooms. 

Furnished studio. 

Please call 5510108 or Mobile: 536034 


IRBID IRBID 

Kamar Al-Zaman 

* Restaurant * Patisserie 

* Coffee Shop * Banqueting 

We are pleased to serve international food, Chinese 

food, beverages with fantastic atmosphere. 

Our tradition is hospitality 
Address: Irbid - Husun St. 

Tel.: 02-7253683, 079-51838 


FROM FEB. 1 through Feb. 14, 
TAG Heuer has enjoyed the role 
of official timekeeper for the 1999 
Alpine Sid World 
Championships. It represents the 
son of technical and human chal- 
lenge in the world of high-level 
competition that TAG Heuer has 
faced successfully for nearly 140 
years. Since 1989, TAG Heuer 
has been the official timekeeper 
for FIS World Cup alpine races as 
well as supplier of timekeeping 
devices to the national ski teams 
of France and Canada. 

Since 1992, TAG Heuer has 
also been accumulating time- 
keeping experience in the world 
of Formula One motor racing. 


Here championships are decided 
upon milliseconds. And more of 
this expertise further ensures that 
the world’s best ski racers will 
receive the consistency and preci- 
sion of timekeeping their exacting 
sport requires. Abu Shakra com- 
pany. agents of TAG Heuer said 
the watches feature six qualities 
essential to use in the most 
extreme conditions: Water resis- 
tance to a depth of 200 metres or 
660-feet, screw-in crown, a unidi- 
rectional turning bezel, a glare- 
proofed sapphire crystal, lumines- 
cent hour markers, and double 
safety clasps. Their qualities 
serve, virtually, as an incarnation 
of the very spirit of spon. 
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General Manager Position 

A newly established company in Jordan is seeking to employ 
a suitably qualified and experienced person for the subject 
position, with the following stipulations and requiremenfc:- 

1. Bsc Graduate ( as a minimum ) in the fields of Marketing or 
Business Administration with fluency in the Arabic and English 
languages. 

2. Minimum 15 years experience with at least the last five years in 
senior administration and management positions. 

3. Work experience in the field of data processing and 
personnel employment and administration would be an asset 

4. Employment would be based upon an annual contract, 

renewable with the consent of both parties. fa 

Letter of application including CV with references by 30 April, 

1 999 at the Latest to:- 

4 ^ 1 I RO.Box 940968 Amman 11194 Jordan 



ELLA BACHE Skin Care Centre will be hosting 
a specialist from Paris to 
organise Training Programme. 

Starting Friday 23/4/99 till Sunday 25/4/99 


Sat 24/4/99 

Fatina Centre 

10:00 a.m. 

Mecca Star. Tel.: 5512006 

Sat 24/4/99 

Bait Al Jamal 
Saloon 

04:30 p.m. 

Rabia/Loaioa Al Rabia 
Centre Tel.: 5536170 

Sun. 25/4/99 

Salah Saloon 

05:00 p.m. 

ZarqaTel: 05/3902024 

Mon. 

26/4/99 

Flix Centre 

11:00 a.m. 

Airport Way, Beside 
Safeway Tel. 581 1 240 

TUe. 

. 27/4/99 

Robina Centre 

05:00 p.m. 

AbdounTel.: 5923163 



UNIQUE JOB OPPORTUNITY 


Do you feel you have the following 
qualities: 

• Passion for field work 

• High ambition 

• Good eye for detail 

• Experience in managing people 

• Creativity 

• Problem-solving abilities 

• Professional maturity 

We are a local NGO looking for unique 
personalities who love a challenging job in 
the dynamic field of microfinance. 

Our mission is to provide sustainable 
financial services to women microentrepre- 
neurs. If you are up to the challenge, send 

us your CV by April 27^ to fax # 567-4845, 
or P.O. Box 911580, Amman-11191. 

Only short-listed candidates will be 
contacted for an interview. Women are 
encouraged to apply. 
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Yeltsin letter urges 
Arafat to postpone 
announcement of state 


Agencies 

RUSSIAN FOREIGN 
Minister Igor Ivanov on Friday 
delivered a letter from Boris 
Yeltsin to Yasser Araik urging 
the Palestinian president to put 
offprodaimina a state on May 
4. 

‘This letter contains a request 
to the Palestinian leadership to 
delay any announcement of a 
state for a specified and limited 
period," Ivanov told journalists 
after meeting Arafat at his 
office in Rarnallah in the West 
Bank. 

“If there is a delay the result- 
ing additional period should be 
used to intensify final status 
talks and fully implement the 
interim agreements," Ivanov 
said. 

May 4 marks the end of the 
five-year interim period of the 
Oslo peace process whereupon 
Arafat has repeatedly threat- 
ened to declare a Palestinian 
state unilaterally. 

In an attempt to gamer sup- 
port for the Pales tinian position 
Arafat has recently undertaken 
a mammoth tour of world cap- 
itals. 

But most of the countries 
which he has visited, including 
the member states of the 
European Union, the United 
States and now Russia, have 
urged Arafat to delay proclaim- 
ing a state at least until after 
Israeli elections due May 17. 

On Thursday, Ivanov and his 
Israeli counterpan Ariel Sharon 
clashed in public over the issue 
of an Israeli withdrawal from 


the occupied Golan Heights. 

“We believe that Israel and 
Syria must resume peace talks 
from the point at which the 
peace talks ended," Ivanov told 
a joint press conference. 

Negotiations broke off in 
February 1996 and Syria has 
demanded Israel concede the 
strategic Golan plateau, which 
it captured in 1967 and illegally 
annexed in 1981, before talks 
can resume. 

Then-Labour Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres agreed in princi- 
ple to pull back from tbe Golan 
in exchange for a peace treaty 
and security guarantees from 
Damascus. 

But Sharon said Israel's posi- 
tion was that the two sides must 
meet without any pre-condi- 
tions. 

“We want to sit around a 
table, have each side present its 
position and reach peace with 
security for Israel" he said. 

He added that his personal 
view is that Israel should not 
withdraw from an inch of the 
Golan, but that is not necessari- 
ly the government view. 

“My personal opinion is 
well-known, I am against any 
kind of withdrawal from the 
Golan, but I presented the gov- 
ernment view to Ivanov; not my 
own personal view," Sharon 
said. 

Sharon took Ivanov cm a heli- 
copter tour of the Golan and 
West Bank on Thursday to 
show him Israel's “strategic 
needs.” 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Sharon consid- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkey urged to admit Armenian genocide 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — More than 150 intellectuals, the 
majority of them Turirish-Americans. called on the Turkish gov- 
ernment Friday to admit that a genocidal campaign against eth- 
nicAmienianswaspeqpetratedunderTuridshiulein 1915. “After 
84 years the Turkish govemmeiff continues to deny the genocide 
of the Armenians by Naming the victims and undermining his- 
torical fact with false thetanc," according io the signatories of an 
open tetter published on a full- pate of Friday’s Washington Post. 
Saturday, April 24, will be the anniversary of the beginning of the 
genocide the tetter said. An official c ampai gn to exterminate 
Turkey's Aremerrian population was conducted between 1894 
and 1915. and sporadically thereafter Among the signatories to 
the tetter were numerous universiiy professors, sociologists, his- 
torians. theologians and famous writers including Norman 
Mailer; Wole Soyinka. William Styron. John Updike and Knit 
Vbnnegut. ‘The Armenian Genocide was die most dramatic 
human rights issue of die time and was reported regularly in 
newspapers across the US," the signatories wrote. “Denial of 
genodde strives to reshape history in order to demonise the vic- 
tims and rehabilitate the perpetrators. Denial of genodde is die 
final stage of genocide," they continued. 

Palestinians stone Israeli soldiers 

RAFAH (AFP) — Some 100 Palestinian youths stoned Israeli 
sokfias in Gaza Strip on Friday in potest at the seizure of a dis- 
puted site by Jewish settlers, witnesses said. The soldiers shel- 
tered in half a dozen military vehicles at the sire near the Jewish 
settlement of Morag in die southern Gaza Strip and did not 
respond to the stoning, the witnesses said Eadio; around 300 
worshippers amended Friday payers and heard a speech from 
local deputy Suleiman AI Rumi in which he called for 
Palestinians from tbe Rafah area to continue to resist settlement 
activity, saying that any price was worth paying to defend die 
land Worshippers charted slogans denouncing Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu before the youths broke away and 
starting stoning the nearby Israeli soldiers, die witnesses sakl 

Israeli shell wounds three Lebanese 

NABAJTYEH (AP) — An Israeli shell landed in a south 
Lebanon village Friday, wounding three civilians, Lebanese 
security officials said Salim Younes, 70, and Ns 35-year-old son, 
Moha mmad , received shrapnel wounds when the 155-mm shell 
exploded as they were fixing the family tractor outside their bone 
in the village of Kfhr Tlbnit. Khairiyeh Nahleh. 33, was also 
wounded, the officials said speaking on condition of anonymity. 
The shell crashed some60 metres from a Ldanese army check- 
point in Kfk Tibnit which is just outskte an Ikaeli-ocx^ipiedbor- 
der enclave in southern Lefoanon. The village lies four kQotnetres 
southwest of the market town of Nabatiyeh. 

Russian missiles arrive on Crete 

ATHENS (R) — Russian anti-aircraft missiles have arrived on 
the Greek island of Crete after Turkey strongly objected to plans 
to install them in Cyprus, the Greek government said an 
Thursday. The S-300 surface-to-air nrissifes were ordered from 
Russia by tbe Cypriot government in a bid to counter Turkish air 
superiority over the divided island Turkey reacted angrily to 
news of the order, threatening to use force to prevent the missiles 
striving on Cyprus. Cypriot President Glafcos derides reached 
an agreement with the Greek government earlier this year to 
install the missiles in Crete. Gardes had come under pressure 
from Washington and the European Union to cancel ihe onto; fa- 
fear that ft might heighten tension between Greece and Turkey. 

‘One Iraqi killed in U.S. strikes’ 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — One Iraqi was killed and four others 
wounded Thursday in US. air strikes on military targets in tbe 
northern no-fly zone, an Iraqi military spokesman said. “A citizen 
was killed and four others were wounded in U.S. bombardments 
of militaiy sites in foe noth of the country." said the spokesman, 
quoted by the official INA news agspcy. He added that “US. and 
British airplanes coming from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait violated 
Trap air space in the south of the country," without giving word 
on casualties or damage there. 


er significant parts of the Golan 
Heights to be of strategic 
i mpor t an ce to Israel They also 
consider about half the West 
Bank to be essential “security 
zones" which cannot be turned 
ewer to Palestinian connoL 

Meanwhile, a senior 
Palestinian official lashed our 
on Friday at the helicopter tour 
of the West Bank taken by 
Ivanov’ and Sharon. 

T find it strangp that Ivanov 
should have taken the trip over 
the occupied West Bank 
accompanied by Sharon. It's an 
unprecedented step for any 
international official to take,'* 
said Palestinian cabinet secre- 
tary Ahmad Abdul Rahman. 

“It had been assumed that 
Ivanov would tour the West 
Bank accompanied by 
Palestinian officials because it 
is occupied ffelestinian land," 
be told AFP. 

“He could then have been 
briefed on the dangers to the 
peace process posed by Israeli 
settlement activity and not on 
what Sharon calls Israel's secu- 
rity' requirements.'' Abdul 
Rahman said. 

But Ivanov stressed that tire 
trip implied no dilution in 
Russian support for tbe 
Palestinians. 

T stress again the Russian 
position on Palestine stands, 
which is that we support the 
right of the Palestinians to an 
independent stare," he said. 

“Our position on [Jewish! 
settlements is also unchanged 
and that is that they should be 
stopped." Ivanov sod 


Ecevit 
ahead of 
nationalists 
in final 
vote tally 

ANKARA (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Bulent Ecevit's 
Democratic Left Party (DSP) 
won 22.1 per cent of the vote 
in Turkey's general election, 
according to results given by 
the Anatolia news agency on 
Friday with all votes counted. 

Ecevit's DSP is now' set to 
become the biggest voting 
bloc in the 550-seat parlia- 
ment with 136 seals, com- 
pared to 76 seats it held in the 
outgoing parliament. 

Second was die extreme- 
right. Nationalist Action Party 
(MHP). which garnered a 
surprising 18.0 per cent The 
party, which has been absent 
from parliament for tbe past 
22 years, will now command 
130 sears, according to the 
unofficial results. 

The pro-religious Virtue 
Party (FP) came in third 
place with 153 per cent 
despite pre-elections polls 
that the Islamists be second- 
placed in Sunday’s polls. 

The FP will now have 1 10 
members of parliament, as 
opposed to 144 deputies in 
the outgoing assembly which 
had given them the upper 
hand. 

The two rival conservative 
parties led by Mesut Yilmaz 
and Tansu Ciller, both ex-pre- 
miers, come in last, accord- 
ing to the unofficial results. 

With 133 per cent, Yilmaz’ 
Motherland Party (ANAP) 
has tire edge over Ciller's 
True Parh Party (DYP), 
which has 12.0 per cent. Tire 
percentages correspond to 86 
seats for Yilmaz and 85 for 
Ciller. 
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NOT IN JORDAN: A double rainbow can be seen over the city of Halle, eastern Germany, after a thunderstorm 
on Friday (AP photo) 


U.N. rights body condemns Israel on 
territories, Iraq for ‘widespread terror’ 


GENEVA (Agencies i — The 
United Nations' main human 
rights body on Biday con- 
demned Israeli activities in the 
occupied Arab territories, cit- 
ing "Continued violations" 
such as ronure of Palestinians. 

The U.N. Commission on 
Human Rights, holding its 
annual six-week session, 
adopted a revolution which 
slammed Israel far detaining 
thousands of Palestinians 
w lthoui trial and the “expnjpri- 
ation of Palestinian homes” in 
east Jemsatem. 

The text — presented by 2! 
states including many Lslamtc 
countries such as Egypt. 
Pakistan and Sudan — was 
adopted with 31 votes in 
fervour. 21 abstentions and 
only the United States voting 
against. 

Condemnation of Israel has 
become something of an annu- 


al ritual at the 53-member 
forum in Geneva, with only 
Washington siding with the 
Jewish stale, its traditional ally. 

The resolution also accused 
Israel's government of con- 
temn for the principles of the 
Middle East peace ptxxess. 

It said ail Israeli settlements 
in territories occupied since 
I%7 were illegal and “consti- 
tuted a flagrant violation" of 
international law. 

Israel's delegare took the 
floor to denounce tire contin- 
ued “discrimination” of being 
“singled out" as a separate 
agenda item a* the commission 
and other multilateral fora. 

“Being the only country to 
have a foil agenda item devot- 
ed to as is one of the manifes- 
tations of this shameful phe- 
nomenon.” he said. 

U25. .Ambassador Nancy 
Rubin criticised the resolutions 


as “one-sided attack* against 
the «tarc of Israel ” 

The crmmrs'ion also adopt- 
ed two other texts crincal of 
Israel’s human rights record, 
one focusing on the Golan 
Heights and a milder, more 
general text presented by 33 
s&rcs Including several 
European Union countries. 

The European- sp onsored 

motion expressed "grave con- 
cern" at an increase in Israeli 
seniemem activities and urged 
Israel to match its stated com- 
mitment to the peace process 
with actions. 

Abo Friday , the Iraqi regime 
was charged by the U.N. 
Commission on Human 
Rights with sowing "wide- 
spread terror" among the pop- 
ulace. 

A resolution against Iraq 
presented to the 53-member 
commission by the European 


Union mustered 35 votes, with 
none against and IS absten- 
tions. 

The text accused Iraq of 
‘‘systematic, widespread and 
extremely grave" human rights 
violations, resulting in “all- 
pervasive-" repression and 
oppre ssi on sustained by 
‘‘broad-based discrimination 
and widespread terror." 

In Iraq, tbe abuses included 
summary and arbitrar y execu- 
tions. including political 
killings, disappearances and 
the so-called “dean-out of 
prisons." 

The Iraqi delegate said the 
resolution was shameful 
unbalanced and for from the 
truth. 

The delegate accused the 
United States and Britain of 
“genocide against the Iraqi 
people” by continuing their 
embargo against die country. 


Mubarak briefs 
Israeli president on 
taiks with Arafat 


£ U.N. arms monitors 
destroyed Iraq animal 
vaccine factory’ 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt's 
President Hosni Mubarak met 
Isaeli President Ezer 
Weizman on Thursday. less 
than two weeks ahead of what 
Palestinians see as a deadline 
for die birth of an independent 
state. 

Mubarak said be had briefed 
his counterpart on his discus- 
sion of the issue on 
Wednesday with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, who 
insists he has the right to pro- 
claim a state on May 4, when 
an interim peace period with 
Isael expires. 

He did not say whether 
Arafat intended to go ahead 
with a move in the teeth of a 
threat by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to hit back by 
annexing parts of the West 
Bank. 

‘1 think the Palestinians will 
take the right decision not to 
create much more problems in 
the atmosphere ' now," 
Mubarak told a joint news 
conference after three hours of 
talks. 

‘The Palestinian [National] 
Council will meet on April 27. 
I hope they will not take a 
decision that will affect the 
peace process," he said, refer- 
ring to tbe Palestinian parlia- 
ment 


Arafat faces Arab and inter- 
national pressure to defer any 
proclamation at least until after 
the Israeli May 17 election. 

Egypt has pledged to sup- 
port whatever tbe Palestinians 
decide. 

Weizman declined to give 
his own views on whether the 
Palestinians should have their 
own state. “Everything is to be 
negotiated. I must be very 
diplomatic with you," he said. 

The Israeli president said 
that regardless of the outcome 
of his country’s election, tbe 
peace process should go on. 

“Unfortunately it... is not in a 
very healthy situation now." he 
said “I believe whatever die 
results of the election^, we will 
have a good alternative to pur- 
sue and cany on the peace 
process and to settle the affairs 
with Palestinians." he said 

“And inshallah [God will- 
ing] we will also go to Syria 
and find a way with them and 
try and build together;" he 
added 

Asked if Egypt was ready to 
free Azzam Azzam, an Arab 
Israeli sentenced by an 
Egyptian court in 1997 to 15 
years in jail for spying for 
Israel Mubarak reiterated his 
earlier position, saying: “I do 
not have the authority to par- 
don an individual." 


DAURA (AP) — Iraq on 
Thursday accused U.N. dis- 
armament experts of dis- 
abling its main livestock 
vaccine plant by destroying 
28 major pieces of equip- 
ment during a search related 
to biological weapons. 

The charge by plant direc- 
tor Muntasir AI Ani disputes 
claims by chief U.N. 
weapons inspector Richard 
Butler that the factory is still 
capable of producing the 
vaccines. 

The government took for- 
eign media representatives 
on a guided tour Thursday 
of the plant in Daura, 20 
kilometres south of 

Baghdad 

Entangled pieces of 

destroyed equipment and 
small heaps of scrap dotted 
the sprawling facility. 

Ventilation pipes and 

sluices were chopped off at 
several places. One auto- 
clave, in the shape of a cir- 
cular container for sterilis- 
ing and heating, was left 
intact while another in an 
adjacent room was cut to 
pieces. 

The U.N. inspectors had 
raided the plant in 1996 to 
dismantle equipment that 
Iraq acknowledged was 
installed in tbe plant to 


make weapons for germ 
warfare. 

But the inspectors “did not 
only destroy those pans but 
have disabled the whole fac- 
tory," Sinan Abdul Hassan 
of Iraq’s National 
Monitoring Directorate told 
the Associated Press. 

The directorate coordinat- 
ed U.N. disarmament activi- 
ties in the country. 

AI Am. the plant director, 
said the inspectors spared 
some 40 pieces of equip- 
ment but also foamed, 
cemented and chopped off 
the factory's air-handlinc 
system without which it wifi 
be impossible to start pro- 
duction. He did not give 
details of tbe other 28 
equipment that were dis- 
mantled. 

In New York. Ewen 
Buchanan, spokesman for 
Je U.N. Special 
Commission which Butler 
heads, said Thursday: “The 
reason why we destroved it 
was because the Iraqis 
admitted _ themselves that 
they had indeed turned the 
place into a biological 
weapons factory' producing 
the deadly agent botulinum 
toxim. We did not destrov it 
because it was a vaccine 
facility. 


Turkey hails British bar on Kurdish satellite station 


ANKARA (AFP) — Ttirkey on Friday 
hailed a decision by British regulators 
to revote foe licence of Kurdish satel- 
lite television Med-TV for violating 
rules on incitement. 

‘This shows that foe Turidsh republic 
can achieve all its targets if it pursues its 
just cases with determination," Turkish 
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit said in 
Ankara. 

Britain's Independent Television 
Commission (TTC) said Friday that 
Mod-Tv’s licence was “revoked" fol- 
lowing broadcasts that were “likely to 


encourage or incite crime or lead to dis- 
order." 

“Whatever sympathy there may be in 
the United Kingdom for the Kmriish 
people, it is not in foe public interest to 
have any broadcaster use the U.K. as a 
platform for broadcasts which incite 
people to violence," ITC chairman. Sir 
Robin Biggam, said in a statement 

The revocation will take effect in 28 
days, foe ITC added. 

‘There are some circles foal haw 
been Hying for years to spread terror- 
ism and violence in Turkey, but the 


Turkish nation will determined to pre- 
vent terrorism," Ecevit added . 

The ITC’s decision comes after a 21- 
day suspension of foe station’s licence 
for breaching rules of inc i tement to 
co mmit crime or violence in broadcasts 
following the capture of Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocalan in February, 
which triggered mass demonstrations 
by Kurds accross European cities. 

At the time . Ankara had told London 
foal Med-TV was responsible for pro- 
voking a string erf bloody bombing 
attacks in Turkey since Ocalan ’s cap- 


tme in Turkey which claimed the lh« 

of some 20 people and wounded scores 
of others. 

Turi^y claims the London-based 

mo “ Ih P ie «of Ocalan's 
Kurdish Labour Party fPKK'i „ v,- v 

hrason trial for which the TurkishpSJ! 
code stipulates capital pum^,^ 
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hunters eliminate 
danger to planes 

QLT3EC an- R. 

Collisions bet* eer. hnJs and 
aircraft, a naWcm 
worldwide, have teen vifluaE} 

‘ eliminated aS (Jim&kl- Ck> \ ar- 
port fomusfo tfv in; . *t phtt 
"hunter*" and fafco ns. 

Silhouettes o* Tr. otter-*' on 
tripods near foe mr.wuvn \pjn 
around dialling ks»L rjrohni- 
like bangs e-ur. ‘.-vr irarans, 
wtnte raher [v- rvrv 
devices imitate lV s cuicnt rf 
faixms taking nff tii .a»uk prev 
‘This is a worid nrv. It's v^v 
effective." Joctjiies Pf km\ presi- 
dent of emir.umentii ww> 
cranpam .ten-S.v uHd Rcutefc. 
The number of a&wMfr A foe | 
aiqxin was cu: to vine t'n hu 2 1 m 
1998, leaving viurpiTi » iffieuB to 
believe tte>- arc saving lives. 

Wodcfs oldest 
football on sale 

EDINBURGH :R> — The 
world s oldesa IcxfoiE, a 400- 
> ear-old ^phwv -Aifo a mvaJ 
pedigree, will gi-. ct^piav- for 
foe ftrst tin*.' in eeraisies. 
Saransh museum pffidak ;ued 
Made of a po‘ s Mulder and 
wrapped :n leather, dv snrafi 
bail probably telongol to Maty 
Queen of So<s aixi dales frran 
15(V;) or I5~0. saki d 

Mcgmnes. dtonr uf cnDcc- r 
tions at the Sn'.ifo Art Gaferv 
and Museum in Sarfxng. The 
baJL atxxn a fond foe sue of 
fowc used in irtirs \ g-.tmr. was 
found hidden tehmd punefeg 
foe s ttr!ing castic Ixrirfamter 
ot Maiy. tte Catholic nrefcreJer 
^ £ l ueOT Bizitah's throne m 
'***' ">as Ucr bcte&J- 
03 by foe Prote^ant mnnareh. 

Public reaefing of 
Quixote 

M.ADRff) jpji , — ^ fihtMisfcff 

2 J^tsE joined ministeissxl 
wjiten? in Madrid read tfoexs J 
yfo osiany Spaaarf who 
fo'Xcht wfadmilL wtn: ga«. ** 
rerminn auihtr NLmo \ms 
Uo ? a tirocnfev pOte 
{^2 Mtgud Vc 

Cervantes-, »-fo evratav mas- 

SjS. 000 Oskrofo’* ia 

■ hands Greukv Oc Be&s 
Anes . ''Dwn m j vilLscofU 
fo 0 narr of vfosfo I 
00 dc ^> fo naOecu'' 
Urea a foe 
Span’s most 
famous literary vw*k 

thS prnfcman 

^ a after real- 

** a wiev nf adren- M 




